Christ-Centered Preaching: Preparation & Deliverfy®ermons Lesson 15A, page 1

Application

Let us review a little bit. The difference betweenillustration and a mere allusion is that ansitio
refers to a story, but an illustration retells shery. The key difference between an allusion and a
illustration is lived-body detail. An illustratidmas the detail of what you see, sense, hear, sanell,
experience if you were in the situation relivingTibat is lived-body detail. An allusion does nat/a
those things; it just refers to the story. Thellieig of the story involves lived-body detail. Lesters
automatically assume a preacher illustrates theHasy he said prior to the illustration. Aftervdaan
interpreting or grouping statement appears at igkeog the illustration. It reaches up and getsipent
details and relates to the principle that wasftithted. It is the interpretation of the illustratithat
comes at its end.

We will see in this lesson that the interpretirgiestnent also does something else. It is the automat
introduction to the application. There are someartgnt cautions to be aware of when illustrating. |
will not list them all, but they include being pige, accurate, and not thinking more highly ohér

you ought to think. The key terms for “expositionaih” originate in the subpoint statements. Theap r
down in the illustration and the application. lfuydo not have subpoints they are the key terms fham
magnet clause of the main point. If these are tsule answers to analytical questions, the keyseara
in the statements. If the subpoints are interrogatithe key terms are in the answers to the quessti
Whatever we say is the point of the subpoint istvidmdds the key terms. In analytical question
responses and bullets, the subpoints are actuatignsents, and the key terms are in the stateniénts.
you have interrogatives, multiple questions, thgteems are in the answers to the questions. Ttwesfo
is in the answer to the interrogative, and in tzete the key term is in the answer. This pointdiaait
not only the interrogatives are parallel in wordimg the answers are also parallel in wording.
Otherwise you cannot find the key terms.

Let us pray, and we will move forward with todajésture.

Heavenly Father, the Word that You have given tisies and not only is it true but it has been ogubn
to Your people. We pray, Father, that not only wlatibe opened to us but the mysteries of life énat
there, which Your Spirit reveals, would be ourgitee. Use us as instruments of Your glory though we
be earthen vessels. Time and again we remind a@séhat though our brokenness, sin, and ability
seems to remove from us the task of carrying Yolyr\Word, it is yet being committed to our care.
When we speak, Father, when we are committed tothadh and speak it faithfully, You work beyond
us. Your Spirit engages the hearts of others akdsdo them that which you want them to know fribm a
eternity and for all eternity. Grant this day as meve to this step that the preachers of old haieis
the chief aim of preaching, even its applicationhte lives of people, that You would instruct ul.we
We ask that not only the information that we delsuealso the transformation that we desire for iYou
people would be well within our hands for Your mggs. Grant us insight, we pray, in Jesus’ hame.
Amen.

Yesterday | spoke with a pastor who is a long-timend. He was in a position and said, “When |
gathered with friends about 10 years ago in thethat | minister in, we as pastors talked a whaole
about the things that we would do to reach a comitytimat was largely unreached at that time, astlea
from Presbyterian and Reformed circles. We cameitipall kinds of strategies of what we would do
for this region, and we have had a lot of sucdés®u look at the size of churches now, they are
typically quite large churches. They have multigliand they have lots of people. But at this sta@e,
years later, while our churches are big, we hateedbpeople, and our strategies have worked well,
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wonder what difference we have made. If we wereheo¢, would our people be living any
differently?” That is a rather remarkable statem&hey are in our churches, they worship, and weha
had some good strategies here in human termsakatresulted in people coming. But as | look at the
people who are here, if we were not here, woulg teally be living any differently?

The question he asks is a tough one for pastass:\IWhat is the effect of the word that | pread® |

see lives not only informed but also transformexdithére any difference as a consequence of the
Scriptures?” This is a question for evangelicaid th particularly difficult in this day and erahdre are
some statistics that are mentioned in the intradoaif your reading. Let me add a few to them.
Approximately a third of American adults say theg born-again believers. You know there is a lot of
variation to what that means, but it is a figuratthas not changed in almost three decades. However
there seems to be little difference in the behagidhose who are born again from the time thay gay
they are born again and after that point. In faigtyeys say that in each of three major categ¢iegsl
drugs, driving while intoxicated, and marital irgldty), behavior actually deteriorates after pecgaél
they have been born again. The incidence of dregaod illicit sex roughly doubles after people say
they have been born again. The incidence of drudkeimg actually triples after people say they éav
been born again. Recent surveys indicate the inc&lef divorce is actually higher among those who
indicate that they are born-again believers. AmeZegby pole indicated that Internet pornograpisss
are visited by 18% of born-again believers, a fgtinat differs only by 2% from the general populati

Those are scary figures. We could debate everypbtieem regarding whether the survey was done
properly. Focus on the Family particularly debatezidivorce statistics, and there was a lot of news
about it. But would anyone really contend that eéine incidence of divorce is not greater among
evangelicals than in the general population thatédbmmon among evangelicals as well as in the
general population? If that is so, how can we kaywe, who are committed to the Word of God and
seeing it take root in the lives of people, arabeiffective? What are we being called to do?dnse
clear that, while we have been communicating infiram for generations, something is not
communicating. There is not contact being made éetvwhat people know to do and what they are
doing. At least for preachers in all eras that eisgonnect is application. It is actually easpteach
information and not think about how it applies.illwell you, when we had the Connect Conference
here this year with over 200 pastors, | simply ¢aithem, “What you recognize after you have
preached a while is that outlines jump off the paiggou. That is not the hard work anymore. Thelhar
work is making it real to people.” What differensehis going to make in your life? Now that you
know it, what difference will it make? That is alygathe sweat and the blood of preaching. We want to
talk today about both the importance of applicaod how to do it. Next time we will talk about how
to get past some of the very real hurdles to dapgjication well.

As we think about why we do application, one of tbasons we do it is the recognition that, without
application, meaning is hidden. That means thaliGgin is essential for full exposition. To say,
“Here is the tense of the verb,” “Here is what antilsrael was like at that time,” or “Here is witat
meant to be a shepherd in the oriental fields,”ahbe good exposition. But if the information da®ot
come into our lives, then even though you can ktt@atinformation, you still do not know the meaning
of the text for us. For those of you in hermeneusilteady, it is the very important difference betw
meaning and significance. | can know the meaningpaiething, but | can still not know the
significance of it. For instance, “pray without se®y” means you should keep on doing it, but | mayy
know what that means for my life. How am | supposegray when | do not feel like doing it, when |
am too busy to do it, or when | do not think toittoWhat is the significance of the instructiorydu
have not related it to my life? You have not reabkplained the meaning of the text in terms of
significance if application is not apparent.
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Let us think about what application is. Applicatisrthe personal consequence of the truth the tBcep
presents. It answers the question “So what?” Appbo converts lectures to sermons, information to
exhortation, and intellectual acquisition to lifarisformation. Almost any preacher will tell yoath
application is the most difficult feature of preaxh Application requires the preacher to takeaadt
and therefore demands courage. It is far easigisfense information than to seek transformation.

If it is so hard and difficult and seems to be igrtbso often, do we need to do it? Let me you gorae
quick ideas about application. Those of you whoeneained in the Westminster Standards, the third
catechism question asks, “What do the Scripturegipally teach?” The answer is “The Scriptures
principally teach what man is to believe concerrBay and what duty God requires of man.”
Explanation is what man is to believe concerningl Gpplication is what duty God requires of man.
The Westminster Divines were not willing to pushg& apart. They said the Scriptures principallghea
both what man is to believe and what God requises @onsequence. It is not either/or; it is the two
together. That is a very modern concept that theti@ster Divines came up with. Some of you are
now reading John FrameT$e Doctrine of the Knowledge of Gathich is the idea of praxis theology.
He makes the point that if one does not know hoapaly the truth, it is not really true to you. Waim
Ames, the Puritan who wrotehe Medulasaid, “Theology is the science of living to GoHlé said
theology is not just the science of knowing Godialhs what you would think it to be. He said itnist
just the study of the information about God, bushl it is the science of living to God. We thimk
people who are informed in Scripture, committeduo standards, and committed to doing what
Scripture says. When they think about preachinig, bt just communicating the informational truths
is saying what difference it makes in your life.pireaching, we need to tell both parts of whatBlxe
says. We need to say what this text principallghesa and what duty God requires of man. | cannot
adequately explain the Bible to you if | have not poth hands in front of you. So application
concentrates on what duty is required of man. Agapilbn answers, “So what?”

Application may be behavioral or attitudinal. Weeof think, particularly early in preaching, that
application is primarily about things to do. “Dotraw this, do that, read this book, pray more...” All
those are appropriate applications, but rememiagrtihie Scripture says out of the heart are theegssl
life. | often find that when young people get fraséd or angry in the pulpit it is because theymsamle
not doing what they have said to do. “I told youwtothis, and you are not doing it.” We have to do
some self-analysis at times. If anybody knows tovlat the Scriptures say, it is the preacher. Net t
preacher still sins. We know what to do, and wendido it. So the fault is not that our information
basis is too low, it is that our hearts are weakl Asten to starting preachers, they usually easpte
the behaviors. When | listen to pastors who haeaghred for 20 to 25 years, they almost always
emphasize the heart. They do not ignore behawaoitshey know the real issue is the heart. Urdidél
with that, the behaviors will not result. Applicati has to take both into account: behaviors and
attitudes.

There are various specific types of applicationspimbties. One application possibility might be a
command to obey. Application could also be anwatétto be changed. It could be a faith concepeto b
reinforced. Moses often said, “Remember the God wrbaght you thus far...” “Here | raise this
Ebenezer.” “Thus far has the Lord helped us.” “Bpv@ne you pass this stone, remember what God has
done.” To reinforce a faith concept is a form oplagation. To identify a sin to be corrected iscads

form of application. We could come up with many mdsut those are some of the basic categories.
Think about the positive and negative sides of ayex: obey and repent. It could also be a faith
concept to be reinforced or an attitude to be chdn)fou must love people enough to forgive them
even when they have wronged you.” That works aathiide. Because application seeks heart and life
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transformation rather than mere mind expansiona@us, the father of expository preaching, calls
application “the main thing to be done” in exposjtpreaching. Even to this day it surprises me that
Brodas would say that. | expect him to say, addtieer of expository preaching, that explanatiothes
main thing to be done. But he kept driving it hoamel said that we really need to be about transfggmi
people, not just informing them. He said applicati®the main thing to be done. Spurgeon saidst th
way, “Where the application begins the sermon I&yide did not mean that on paper the application
did not come until the end of the sermon. But hes shat until you have really thought about what
difference this makes in people’s lives, you domete a true sermon yet. We typically think of
Spurgeon as the greatest of the Reformed preadhérse also recognized the importance of
application.

Let us talk about why application must be includedxplains the reason for the exposition. “Whg di
tell you all those things?” It is like the doctetling you to take some pills but not telling yohat they
are for. Who is going to take the pills? Why did get all the information from the explanation if de
not know what to do with it? The goal is the apgtion, which explains the reason for all the
information. If | go through a main point statemant then two subpoints, by the time | do applarati
| need to refer to those statements again. Ifheotarefer to them, people will wonder what all the
information was for. “If you break down the texisthivay and it has no significance for me, why didi y
spend the time doing it?” This means that if weakrthe text down into subpoints like this, we know
need to apply them. We told people to “take thekg pso now we need to tell them why. In the
sermon we want to get leverage for the applicafldre argument that we have developed in the
explanation, the tone that we use in the messhgellustrations, grammar discussions, and theesdnt
we refer to is all used as weight on the fulcrunexgbosition to move application. What differencdl wi
this make in your life? If you think about the tgai academic sermon, explanation takes up three-
fourths of the point, illustrations are one-fouaftthe point, and application is “go and do likesvi's
You really need to focus on the main point anddailerything to give leverage for the final instron
of the transformation that results. You cannotltid tn one sentence; there is more to it than that.

Beyond that, application focuses the expositioredesis and exposition are bottomless pits of it&ini
commentary possibilities without a purpose clearlynind. This has already happened. In working on
sermon projects, my students go to the commentdfie=n though they only have a paragraph of the
text, they ask me, “Do you expect me to cover ath text? There is so much here!” That is alyeal
good understanding. There is so much informatiau Meed to determine what you will narrow in on
and talk about by deciding your application. Apation becomes the purpose-driven sermon. It is what
drives the sermon, not because you have not rdshic But once you see what the significanceis f
the people whom you have exegeted, as well as ergdbe text, you begin to recognize how to
marshal your forces. You know what to group andtvihaeparate. You will know what your best
leverage will be and what you can leave to andiher. Knowing what the application will be for the
sermon helps you focus the exposition that you ugé. Application is the end of sermon researchu Yo
do not want to cover what you are to do or belient you determine what the text means. You do not
want to come up with the application until you hagsearched the text. But it is the beginning of
sermon writing. Application is the end of sermosaa&rch, but it is the beginning of sermon writithg.
converts the exegetical material to the homiletmaksage. First | have to exegete the text and
determine what is there. Next | think about whatdlpplications should be. Then | have to think abou
the most salient information to bring in order tova people. What do | need to concentrate on, and
what can | diminish in importance because | recogitiis not so central to the application? How Wil
word these things given the people to whom | analpg? What is their background knowledge, and
what am | driving at? How am | going to word thésegs if | do not know the application? Having
application clearly in mind helps me structure amtd the homiletical message. It should not make me
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structure and word the exegetical message. Therdifference. Application is the end of the resbhar
but | should know what the significance is befokegin writing the message in homiletical terms.

| have told you before about the left field ruléhieh is the way to know when your message has mjotte
off track and you have missed the bus. You arefirfield when at the end of explanation and
illustration you say to yourself, “I wonder howrhagoing to apply this.” At that point you have nads
the bus. How did you even write the explanation idlasgtration if you did not know what the
application was going to be? Application is theyédyr it is the main thing to be done. If | fired mly
arrows of explanation and illustration, but | diok nave a target, how did | know what to shootTat@
application becomes the target of the message.narthe only one who says this. Jay Adams, when he
refers to the way in which we form messages, doésise the term application. He usestties
principle, which in Greek means the end or the gdalsays that before you develop the explanation
and illustration, you must have the goal in minde oal is always transformation. Swanson uses the
“aim” terminology in order to form its various sttures. What does the sermon take aim at? | tald yo
already that Brodas says application is the mangtto be done. | have told you about the fallen
condition focus (FCF). What is the burden of thessagye? The FCF happens prior to any of the main
points, so everything that you form, including thdividual main points, point back to the burdehisT
also means that the application of every main psidirected at the FCF.

One of the ways that you can really ensure thathaue sermonic unity is by looking at the applicas
of the main points and asking, “How do those appions deal with the original FCF? Does every
application deal with this?” A shotgun sermon ig d¢imat is all over the place: love your neighbead
your Bible more, tithe, go to the childcare cerated help people, and remember the starving people i
Africa. That happens because the preacher typigale explanation and illustration and threw in
application to go with it. Somewhere a homileticsfpssor told them they were supposed to do
application, so they knew they had to come up wattmething. But they did not go back and ask what
the basic aim of the whole text was. They did hotk about the burden or ask why the Holy Spirit pu
that passage in the Bible. They should ask, “Wtes the wrong thing, the damaged aspect of our
existence that the Holy Spirit wanted to deal withWhen you do application, you need to determine if
you are still on point. The main thing is to kekp tnain thing the main thing. You need to make sure
that you are still on the main thing, the burdemhef message. When you do application, you may come
to the conclusion that you drifted. | often begirtangentially think as | progress through the.t&xte
thing might remind me of another, but | really diot deal with the Holy Spirit's purpose for the ttex
which is the FCF. Application begins to focus tleasition.

Application also clarifies and gives meaning to@sipon. That is harder to relate until you see it
happening. Try and picture explanation, illustratiand application as the dominoes of understandling
explain something, then | demonstrate it, and peogdlly know it when they see its significance in
their lives. Ultimately application tells peopleththey know it in their head and their heart, ooy

they need to do it. Then they really understancbse they can apply it. We will see later on thaté
dominoes can fall in different orders. This is ayv&tandard deductive order: principle, particular,
application. Sometimes we will go the other way. Wik go up the ladder. The point is not the order;
is that they all have to fall. For exposition yaavk to unfold the text and open the door so pecgute

go and live it. All three have to fall so that yiwuly have exposition. That is all by way of theory

Let me give you some texts that should affirm safne@hat we have been saying. First Thessalonians
2:7-12 tells us that application of truth is reediin Scripture. It says, “But we were gentle amgaog,

like a mother caring for her little children. Wevém you so much that we were delighted to share wit
you not only the gospel of God but our lives aslywrcause you had become so dear to us. Surely you
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remember, brothers, our toil and hardship; we wabrkight and day in order not to be a burden to
anyone while we preached the gospel of God to You.are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy,
righteous and blameless we were among you whoueelid=or you know that we dealt with each of you
as a father deals with his own children, encougginmforting and urging you to live lives worthfy o
God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.” Psays that they taught them the truth, they liked
among them, they tried to comfort them, and ultehathey encouraged them to live lives worthy @& th
Gospel. They wanted to see transformation. Theyebto see something changed in them. Second
Timothy 3:16-17 says, “All scripture is inspired 8pd and is profitable for doctrine, reproof,
correction, and instruction in righteousness thatrhan of God might be thoroughly furnished unto al
good works.”

The Scriptures principally teach what is doctripatle, and they also teach us what we are doimmggvr
(reproof). They teach what we should do right (ection). And they instruct us in righteousness Wt
would be thoroughly furnished for all that God leaied us to do. It teaches what is necessary¢o li
the truth of God. Titus 2:1 says, “l urge you tadle what is in accord with sound doctrine. Teaeh th
older men to be temperate, worthy of respect, gmttrolled, and sound in faith, in love and in
endurance. Likewise, teach the older women to bereat in the way they live, not to be slanderers o
addicted to much wine, but to teach what is go&auil gives very explicit instruction for how people
are to live. It is, after all, the pattern of alltbe epistles. You get a salutation greeting atltaginning

of the Pauline epistles, then you get doctrinarutdion, and then come the practical applicatidrere
is a pattern. You might say you are only goingreagh from the doctrinal part of the message, so do
you still need to do application? If you really gsed me to the wall, | would tell you that techiyca
you could do doctrinal instruction and wait untixt week to get to the application portion. Buhight
take you several weeks to get that far in the feaul expected it to be done in one reading. Thetlep
was to be read in the church. He expected oneanthe doctrine and applications in one reading. We
might not fulfill the aim of the apostle if, whilgreaching on the doctrinal sections, we might mttg
the application portions for weeks and weeks. luMseem, to fulfill his ethic, we would make sure
that application and doctrine stay wed.

If you think of how application occurs and how innfamt it is, it is unlikely it can occur in a sente. |
want us to begin to think about the componentgpfieation. How is it made up, and what goes it®o i
There are four basic questions of application. W§mnhear them you will recognize that you cannot
do this in one sentence. The four developmentadtepres include, first, “What should | do?”
(instructional specificity). Application has speciinstructions, which could be attitudinal or beiwaal.
We need to ask, “What does God now require of yoa eonsequence of the truth of this text?” The
“what” question deals with instructional specificit

The second question is “Where should | do it?’Ugdibnal specificity). This tells where the instiioos
apply. Give me the situations in which these ingtams apply. We want to identify where in reaglif
the principles apply. This carries significancedese if | tell you what to do but you do not seesieh
in your life it makes any difference, then | migtgt well not have told you what to do. It is notyowhat
to do but what the situations are in your life wehthis will make a difference.

The third is the “why” question, which is the matiion. You need to give instructional specificity,
situational specificity, and now proper motivati6why should | do that?” A lot of people in the
Christian world do the Christian disciplines beatiey want to buy God off. “I will do this so God

will not hurt me. | will pray more so He will noegmad at me.” They do the right things, but the
motivation is wrong. | have turned God into theeogr the sky. | have turned God into Satan; | have
made them exchange places. | do a right thingh®mtrong reason, which means it is wrong. So | want
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to make sure that the motivation is correct in egailon.

Last, | want to deal with the “how” question, whishenablement. We need to explain not only what to
do and where to do it but also why and how. “Whs/proper motivation. The “how” question is
enablement. “You told me | have to do something,llolo not know how | am going to do that. | have
struggled with this all my life. | failed yesterddyjust assume | will fail tomorrow. You told me t
change, but how am | going to do that?” You neeigllgpeople how to carry out God’s commands.
This is part of application.

So the “what” question is instructional specificignd the “where” question is situational spediyici

This semester we will say that those two questiawe to be answered in every main point. The “what”
and the “where” has to be in the application ofrgwveain point. The “why” and the “how” must be
answered somewhere in the sermon. We will not regbhem in every main point. But before our
listeners walk out the door, we want to make shia¢ their motivation is correct and that we have
enabled them to do what we have called them to do.

| will grant you that there is some atrtificiality that. The reason | want to make sure that theativdind
the “why” are clearly stated is so that when westarct our explanation and illustration we have a
target. We know that we will tell people to do soinmeg. We will exhort them as a consequence of the
explanation and illustration. | well recognize thasay why and how in every main point may actuall
destroy the strategy either of your sermon or efapostle. At times the apostle says to do several
things, and then he says why to do it. At times far more powerful to save the “why” and the “How
for later portions of the sermon and to drive with heart the instruction that you have alreadgmito
the hands. We will not forget the “how” and the ‘whBefore the sermon is done, the “how” and the
“why” need to be in there, but they may be savegéaticular points. Every point needs to have the
“what” and the “where.”

We go through these four application questions liezave want to enable people to apply scriptural
truths. There are several things that equip petopi® what the Bible says. The first thing is adequ
argument. People need to see the reasons for datlb. That falls into the explanation part of the
sermon. The next part is having people properlyivatdd. That addresses not only what they think but
what they feel about this text. Motivation fallsdem the illustration part of the sermon. The suggem
purpose of illustration is not to clarify; it is tootivate. That does not mean there is no purpose i
clarifying, but the supreme purpose of illustratisto motivate. If that is the case, the nextghimat
enables people to do what the Scripture says istieapplication. That tells people what to ddaxe
to do it, why to do it, and how to do it. Realisdigplication has all four components of the apfilice
guestions. Exposition is the fulcrum, and applmats the thing to be moved. Argument, will, and
praxis are the enablement features that make ucappn. Argument deals with the intellect, wikals
with the motivation, and praxis brings it into dwes in practice. Then we will understand the
application.

Let us talk about how application is structuredj #ren we will look at it in the text. In a traditial
sermon, a main point statement gets us into thiEaeapon. The explanation is typically divided into
subpoints with key terms. Those explanation corscaptl terms rain down into the illustrations. Those
same key terms also rain down into the applicafidve subpoints’ key terms come down into the
application, and they form the instructional spety. We tell what the text means using parallel
language with key word changes. Because we use Kegsword changes, when we do application, if
we do not use those terms, we move away from dhoaty base. The use of those key terms is not
only a rhetorical communication tool, but it isalay authority device. What I told you that textane
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and the way | framed it is precisely what | amingllyou the Bible says you should do. The reasan yo
see that and feel the weight of it is because®faty in which | developed the explanation. The old
rubric of preachers is you apply what you explainedddition, you apply it how you explained igwy
use its terms. The terms of explanation are whatagply as well. The explanation’s key terms and
concepts rain into the application.

But something else goes on as well. | also dedl situational specificity. | not only tell you whiat do,
but | also begin to think about where in your tifés will make a difference. When | think of sitigats,

it becomes a concrete application. | identify aarete place in your life where this makes a diffiers
When you are in this situation, you should do whast said. A lot of people will theologically begto
struggle here. They will say, “Wait a second. Thigl@is meant for all kinds of people in all kinaf
situations. You just limited it. Once you put a crate there, did you not just limit the work of tHely
Spirit?” Persons who are very concerned abousdite spiritusperspective feel they have won their
case. They think the Spirit alone is the One whaukhapply the Word. “I thought that if you begmn t
do application you limit the work of the Holy Spjrand by you saying, ‘Here concretely is where it
makes a difference in your life,” you just confirdney fear. You just fenced in the application o th
Spirit.” It is a legitimate concern, so we needltbsomething about it. Having identified the one
concrete, we do not leave it there. We then uittdlVe say, “Now that you see the principle and hbw
applies in a concrete situation, consider the atftaations in life that are typical among you ihigh
this principle would also be applied.” In other wsy | put the concrete down to make people see how
this has meaning in real life. But | do not fence iby having spoken of the concrete. | will say,
“Consider another situation,” and another and agrothhe first concrete is the one most fully
developed, but we break the fence down around siaying, “Consider this and this and this...” | might
even your boss requires you to do what is not Hohean remember a situation where my employer
said, ‘We brought you in at a starting wage, andeoegnize that. So when you fill out your expense
accounts, it is not always wrong to add a littletbihelp your salary out a little.” My own bossdane

to write down what was not true. But it does nottaravhat your business situation requires. God
requires you to operate with integrity even if ikes life difficult for you. But not all of you are
business situations. Some of you are studentshimosc.” | just broke down the fence there. “Therais
lot of pressure to do well for the college that yeant to get in to. Some of you even here wanito d
well because you think people in churches are gmngok at your grade card to find out how welliyo
did in order to hire you for a job. They hardly el@k at your transcript, though. They want to wno
who you are, and they want to hear from your hehet you know. But you can be under intense
pressure to cheat in almost any academic situation.

| probably did more explanation of that than | wbirl a normal situation. | dealt with a business
situation, | might deal with a school situationdahen | might open the horizon up. | might sayhéfe
are other situations those of you here face ttwptire your integrity. Even as | mention the isstie o
integrity, you know what they are.” | really brolewn the fence there. Now | said the Holy Spirg ha
to work in your heart to determine what this wikkam. | give a concrete. The reason for the consete
to specify where this has significance in real. lifdo not limit it there though. | want to giveher
examples of where else it could apply.

For what it is worth, | will give you a little thgint on thesola spiritusargument. On rare occasions, |
will go to a conference, and people who have saxpesure taChrist-Centered Preachingre
concerned about the chapter on application. Alratvgays the concern is that it limits the work of th
Holy Spirit. | ask them if they think that my instting people to do application is wrong. They agie
ask them if they think | should stop. They agreasKk them if they think | should stop on the basis
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what the Scripture teaches. They agree again. ybudnot just do application? Do you hear it? Any
time you say on the basis of a biblical principteiyshould stop doing something, you just did
application. Even when you said, ‘You should noagplication,” that was application.” | know a fgir
well known writer who objects to the use of illiton. So in a book on preaching he wrote, “I pheac
a wonderful funeral sermon one time, and | didus# a single illustration. The father of the giHawv
was killed came up afterward and said the sermamitrg much to him even though | did not use an
illustration.” In saying that this author used Huastration to say it did not help to use illustosis! You
will feel all the weight of that and theologicaliigbate in other places what is right and wrong abou
application. Here is my thought. | want you to fdeéply what you want when you sit down at a
sermon. If the pastor simply says, “God is sovergithen | would think what most of you would think
“I knew that before | sat down. It is not why | drare, pastor. | am here because | hope that ydu wil
show me the implications of that truth for my lifay family, my loved and lost ones. | was hopingtth
you would tell me where it makes a difference.” flisawvhat application tries to do. It is the peraon
consequence of the principle. It is not always balra, and sometimes people tee off on application
because they say, “You are just giving people biensw But that is not what | have said. Applicatio
says what the significance for the heart is as agfor behaviors. In fact, the heart is more ingar
than the behaviors, though not to be segregated tihem. All these are to be done.

Let us look at how this unfolds in an actual mess&ge will look at a sermon that | gave you,
specifically at main point two. My intention is i@ve you look first at the main point and the stiigo
Main point two is “Because God will judge sin, waishproclaim His Word to defend the truth.” The
subpoints after the interrogatives are “When mustefend the truth? When others abandon sound
doctrine. When must we also defend the truth? Witleers flock to false teachers.” The third subpoint
is “When others will not listen.” Remember in thiestration we found with the Martin Luther account
that those key terms reappeared. “Luther knewdtredrs might abandon sound doctrine. Others had
flocked to false teachers. He knew even in speatkiagothers would not even listen, yet he had to
speak the truth.” Here is the interpreting statemag¢the end of the illustration: “You and | ardled to

a similar task in this day and age where trutleiative and tolerance encouraged.”

Candidly | wish he had done a little more to sunmpeathe key terms preceding, but let us see where h
goes from there. His application is this: “Paul terthis letter to Timothy, who is a very young jopash

the city of Ephesus. Yet these words apply diretctlys. Every day we are faced with challenges, and
we must make a decision as to whether or not tendethe truth. In the business world there is piress
from every side to abandon doctrinally sound ethghe old fashioned way of doing things.”
Expositional rain came down into that applicatitatement. He used the key term “abandon sound
doctrine” from the subpoint. It went through theskration, and now they are being used here.

Now look at the situational specificity and thesficoncrete. He says the truth principle appligsién
business world. Now it will be detailed a bit besaghe first concrete typically gets a little mdegail

to it. He says, “Whatever it takes is the slogathefday. Whether dealing with money, the hirind an
firing of employees, or company records, believertfhe workplace often find themselves in situasion
where unethical behavior is not only overlooked daiected. In these situations, we must not succumb
to our natural inclinations to follow the crowd afhack to those false teachers who claim such thing
are justifiable and will gain approval.” There isogher drop of expositional rain coming down, lut i

still deals with the same situation. He used thetkems of his explanation to deal with the bussnes
world twice. Now he says, “There are many thingthis world more important than the favor of men,
from the student who is encouraged by his peeché¢at on the big exam to the corporate executive wh
is offered a handsome bonus if she will look tHeeotvay with regard to the illegal business deal.”
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A number of important things just happened thehe fEnce got broken down in a couple of ways. One
of them is that we turned from the business warldahool. Then another stereotype got broken down.
The stereotype of the last generation is that merthee people in the business world. But he wanged

to think beyond our traditional categories and saithe business world “she” has been tempteden th
same way. This does not just say that it is stiedenbusiness people who deal with this. It sagsetis

a whole spectrum of people from students to thoske business world who face this temptation. We
picked up other categories by the means of exmes4iow many heads would turn and mouths hang
open if in these situations that person were to ‘6@annot do so because it would violate the Waird
God.” May you and | be motivated to say with Maltuther, ‘My conscience is captive to the Word of
God.” With this as our motivation, we will be alitestand for truth even when others do not listen.”

There is a little more, but recognize that we haicked up the final raindrop of exposition. It isipted
not only to the exposition but also to the unrallédas pointed to the students, to the women & th
business world, and to everybody in between innthg it was expressed. | often think about applarati
in this way: we take the light of the Word, and #ey in which | say, “This is what it means,” is by
focusing the beam on a concrete situation. Ikis those flashlights where you twist the top totilvem
on and focus the beam on an object. | do enougdtitwi(specificity) and focus so that now you caea s
its significance in real life when you look at tbencrete. Having focused the beam, | do not juspke
pointing it at that situation. | say, “Those of ywho are students and those of you who are youngsno
and are wrestling with kids...” | focus it and thepdint to a few more places so that people seedsd
not just shine light there. It shines other plaaesvell.

Truly I am concerned about tkela spiritusargument. | just do not buy that the best waypolyathe

work of the Spirit is not to mention where it ajggli It is to give examples and then say, “And gtilh

must deal with it in the way the Spirit speaks éoly | want to make sure you see how this beam work
in real life, even as you consider now how it skdaapply to your life. There will be times that inche

very specific about the concretes because | knoat waople in the congregation struggle with. | do n
mention them by name, but | very well mention ts#imations. | do not say so much that | identify
people. But you may deal with a whole church teahiunemployment crisis. | may have to say, “Those
of us who are really struggling with where breadogg to come from tomorrow need to hear this word
of God.” In saying that | speak to everyone indriier situation.

As we end the discussion for this lesson, | warnt tgothink of what is called the double-edged sword
illustration. Some of you have pastors who are exerienced. | want you to listen with ears
particularly tuned for something over the next féundays. Watch for how often very experienced
preachers do not necessarily illustrate the explamaThey illustrate the application. They knowve th
importance of having a concrete to the explanattanthey use their illustration to be the concoétthe
application. The first concrete is not some absgaplanation of doctrinal truth. The illustratiaself is
of people who deal with that truth. The illustratidself is the concrete of the application. Thates
you some time in application to say where elseightnapply. | think you will find particularly inhis
generation of preachers and this generation ofengénat the ability to say, “Let me tell you about
someone in your life whom you know, a real lifetthau can identify with who does apply this truth.”
makes it very powerful. It is a double-edged switlugtration. It both illustrates the explanati@md it
is the concrete for the application. That is whaeg it the double edge; it serves both purposekedls
with the explanation and the application, but tuatly illustrates the application to give concriian

to the explanation.

Next time we will talk conceptually and even wittnge particulars about what application involves.
There is no question it is the breaking point & sermon. When people say, “The people just stopped
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preaching, and he went to meddling,” they meanttiet do not think he had the authority or right to
say what he did. “That may be his opinion, but ihab think it is what the Bible says.” People tyallg
turn off in a sermon, not in the illustration oetexplanation, but in the application. We needatefthat
hurdle and talk about how we as preachers dealthéhreality. We will do that next time.
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