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How to lllustrate (continued)

Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank You that we might knowtkmugh Your Son. And this is not because of
anything we have done but because of an infiniteyrteat, before time began, cared for us. Thank Yo
that we can be instruments now of that mercy, gkt hs even as we think today about this task of
preaching to be better prepared for Your purpo¥es.ask Your blessing not only for us. We pray,
Father, that what we would do would be part of thalt and light in our society. We pray that notyon
those of our near families and friends would knaw,Yout by our influence in this society, leaders,
people, and nations would name the name of Jesusv& know that there will be a time that comes
that every knee will bow and every tongue confesisHe is Lord. We are part of the process by which
this will occur. We, in these moments, do nottfeeimagnitude of that. But we ask that You woulp he
us to sense even slightly that the task we aregpireg for would be not only important to us but déa
us. Grant us Your blessing even in what we dodéwswe pray in Jesus’ hame. Amen.

| would like to begin today by having you look asample sermon. We will talk very technically about
how illustrations function. There are technicahti8 we do to make them work. Last time we talked
about why illustrations are important, and we wardr some basic story principles of how they work.
Now we will see homiletically, in very technical y& how they fit into a sermon and how you make
them serve your purposes.

Let us look at main point number two in a samplenss. Let us observe some things about it. The
main point is: because God will judge sin, we nprstlaim His Word to defend the truth. There are
subpoints that follow that are answers to anali/fjcstions. The analytical question is “when nwst
defend the truth?” The first subpoint is “when ethabandon sound doctrine.” The second subpoint is
“when others flock to false teachers.” The thirdmoint is “when others will not even listen.” Yoave
seen the subpoints, and you should recognizelibgitare in parallel wording. The adjectives,
modifiers, and nouns all line up with key word cbeas. Before you get into the illustration, thera is
summary statement. There are three subpointshbrg ts a summary statement before the illustration
It says, “Such accounts remind us that even thatigers may abandon what is sound, flock to what is
false, and turn their ears away from the truthsoat even to listen, we still have an obligation t
preach the Word.” The key words of the subpoingsuarderlined in the notes. They are the changed
words of the parallel subpoint statements. Theeessmmary statement prior to the illustration bsea
the illustration always illustrates the last thyau said prior to it. If the illustration is goirig be about
all three subpoints, you have to bring the subgdnaick into view for the ear. We turn the ear th®
eye. We bring those subpoints back into the hedraigre we tell the illustration. This is the
illustration:

As he stood before the Diet of Worms on the aftemnaf April 18, 1521, Martin Luther was
asked one question: will you recant of your wriirejd the errors which they contain. After
spending the night in prayer searching for thetriging to say, he answered, “Unless | am
convicted by Scripture and plain reason, | do moegt the authority of popes and counsels, for
they have contradicted each other. My consciencapsve to the Word of God. | cannot and |
will not recant anything, for to go against conscie is neither right nor safe. Here | stand, | can
do no other. God help me, Amen.” Martin Luther eedid the Word of God demanded for him
to stand for the truth even in such a difficultiaiion. He knew that though others might
abandon sound doctrine, he must stand firm. Whehtninan judges had the power to
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excommunicate him, exile him, or even execute lhiensaid, “My conscience is captive to the
Word of God.” Martin Luther believed the church Heatked to false teachers. And knowing
they would probably not even listen, he answeredtby saying, “Here | stand.”

A diet is a conference or a trial. That is theisgtof the illustration. This story is about thenfaus
statement of Luther. You may recognize this.

In this illustration, there is “expositional rairChe key terms of the subpoints in the explanatiave
rained down into the illustration. It is what makbs illustration function as illustrating this gaular
message. Earlier we talked about the aspect ofssafyity. When you say something that is interesti
but does not seem to connect, interest goes upwaits-ability goes down. When we tell illustragpn
we connect by using the key words of the subpamtise illustration. That way there is not a
disconnect. The connection is that in this explanagou had subpoints. In the explanation | hadsahm
point statement, then | had a subpoint that haglyanord change. | had a second subpoint with key
word changes as well. As it were, those words &adidown.” They come down into the telling of the
illustration.

Next they will go into the application. You do thiecause, first, you want to keep credibility iotta
The illustration is not disconnected, but it isigirating precisely what you said the explanatias w
about. The reason you keep precision is becaus&eguthe key terms. My illustration is precisely
about what | said this text was about. That theabkss me to use precisely the terms that | sasdtétxit
was about when | do application. That does notjuahtain continuity; it maintains authority. |ltgbu
to do what | said this text said. | use these tezue to explain the application. | stated thehtrand |
proved it was here. When | apply that truth, I htheeauthority of the Word of God because | protced
you that what | said was in the text. Therefore ndave the authority to apply. This double helix,
which looks something like a DNA chain, is madeofigtrands of concepts and terms. The concepts
link together, and the terms are kept together.rEmglish teacher would say not to do that because
using the same terms over and over again is reddin8at we are in an oral medium. We want
precisely those terms because we want the eaytdlsdsmve heard that before. | know that is wiett
text says.” When you illustrate, you are illusingtithe concept because | hear the terms. When you
apply those concepts, | know you have the authbetause you are using the terms you have used
before. Those terms that have always drawn tharahthe attention are the changed words in the
parallel statements. When my students turn in smtgad am so rigorous in grading to make sure they
used parallel language. | do that because | anngettady for this step. | know that without pagéll
language that gives us key terms to work with, toigld start falling apart. It might hold concepiya
but the ear would not have the terms it neededktd the matter together. This is true first for
illustration, then for application. That is the Ipigture.

Let us talk about illustration in details and segvht functions in description. We will come baakthis
example, but | wanted you to see the big pictufereeve now start talking about the details. We
started by saying that you isolate and associagriations. You isolate an experience, and you
associate it with the concept you want to relate.téked about ways that you do that. You sepanate
time, space, or situation. You pause, and you fferdnt things to set up the illustration in ordertell
the story. Now we want to think very technicallyhthis small story fits in the life of the sermoouy
are doing.

Now that we have some to that conclusion of thusithtion, we relate and apply it. We relate thiitke
of the story to the principle we apply. The Biltgeif tells us why this is necessary. You cannst fell
a story. The Bible said, “Without a parable, Jafidsnot say anything to them.” Then it says thegra
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on in private Jesus explained the parable to Hisiples. The story in itself does not explain ftséle
often think it does, and if it is close enough aptaally, it may get very close. But people wiltloup
on all kinds of strange things. “Is this what yoeant? Is that what you were talking about?” Itus o
obligation to not only tell the story but also i@ it to the concept that we relate. We do thatising
grouping statements or interpreting statements.

A grouping statement is a sentence or two follovthmgillustration in which the preacher reaches int
the illustration for details pertinent to his trudbncept, extracts them, and then ties them togaetitie
the central idea he wishes to communicate. For pl@rtell the illustrationn, then | reach backan
the illustration and pull down the pertinent detdiiat make the point. | say, “This is what | meant
say.” It is the grouping statement that comes aetid of the illustration. It is also preparation f
something else because it ties the concept taotitiecbming application. | reach back up into the
illustration, pull down the pertinent details, asal/, “This is what | mean to say.”

The Martin Luther illustration ended with “He saiHgere | stand,’ even though they would not listen.
This is what the preacher said next, “He vieweddealnas ultimately responsible only to a divinegad

It motivated him to remain faithful to proclaim GedVord in the most challenging situations. You and
| have a similar calling. In this day and age, vehteuth is relative to most persons and tolerance f
many kinds of evil encouraged, even standing fahtcan be dangerous to our friendships, to our
reputations, and to our careers.” The preachehesaback into the illustration. He says Martin larth
was willing to stand firm and to proclaim the tr@ben though it was dangerous to him. We are called
to do the same. Reach back into the illustratidmcivused these key terms. State the real point you
want to make, and that point is preparation forapplication. This grouping statement is typicaigry
much like the summary statement that got us irgedlthstration. Make a statement about what you wil
illustrate, make the illustration, and make a stemtiet about what the illustration meant, particylaied

to application. It is like saying, “Now you knowaim going to illustrate,” which is the last thingdid

prior to the illustration. Then after the illusitat, there is a grouping statement that says, “litetiee
meaning of this,” which is usually tied toward tgplication. If your eyes scan well, you see thate
two statements are often very much like the maintmiatement itself. That makes sense. If you
summarize what the subpoints were, and the sulsgpaieta development of the main point statement, it
would stand to reason that summary at the endeoditistration is a lot like the main point staterhe
The grouping statement at the end that is goirgetapplied should probably also be a lot like ttaém
point statement. It is not exactly the same. Tloeiging statement proclaims the truth out of themmai
point statement. We knit together concepts withteegns and make sure the ear hears how these things
are connected.

Let us talk a little more about what grouping statats are. They are interpreting statements otlphara
phrases. In the Martin Luther quote, it was a cptia summary because you did not hear a lot of
parallel wording. Listen to this, which goes bagktie story | told you about the children’s fingenps
on the bricks of the church in Savannah. Here vg that illustration ended: “God used faithful cnéd
to build His church in that day. And He will usetifidul children to build His church in our day also
The grouping statement uses parallel wording.yis salust as something was the same, so thisslso i
the same.” Here is another example about peoplehatido find their way home through the woods.
They were lost but then a guide helped them. | tggly, “Even as the children could not find theayw
home without a guide, we will not find our way teaven without God.” There is parallel wording there
It is a very common way to end an illustration. Buenmary points to a concept that is in this
illustration (you cannot find your way home with@uguide), and then I tie it to the concept | want
say (you cannot get to heaven if you do not demen@od.) | really play off the ear here. | construc
what | say, not for you to read, but for you tomé&dat knitting depends on the key word structuanes
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tying things together. So we end the illustratiathvgome grouping statement, either an interpreting
statement or parallel wording.

| want you to think even more now about the conoégixpositional rain. We are looking at one single
main point of the whole sermon. Let us think abebat is included in explanation, illustration, and
application. There will be, in the explanation, aimpoint statement followed by subpoints, which ar
about a paragraph each. The subpoint statemempahaltel wording with key word changes. Ifitis a
bullet statement, you have parallel statements kathwords changes. If it is an analytical questiaii
responses, you also have statements that aregbalfaylou have interrogative subpoints, the
interrogatives are in parallel, but the answers hbve to be in parallel. It is the answer thatbdhe

key terms. The answers need to be in paralleMéten | have these subpoints, | will develop them.
Then | will have a summary statement that getsntemy illustration. My illustration will be told

using the key word changes of these parallel sitésn

This sounds technical, but if your ear were to higgou would recognize what was going on. Because
of the key word change | can say, “That is whaishealking about!” The change is what draws the
attention, therefore that is what you illustrateydu have two subpoints together, you will have to
summarize them before you tell the illustrationeTlkustration is told using the key terms, andytiagi|
ultimately go down into the application. If my ifitration goes between the subpoints, | will only thee
key terms of the first subpoint. That will be these at times. Sometimes a subpoint is so cleaudyv
and dynamic that you will not want to use an ilfagbn there. You may want to use it to deal wité t
first subpoint. If that is the case, before youagplication you will probably have to do another
summary that brings both subpoints together. But yltustration might just deal with one subpoint.
That is a prudential choice | will make from tintetime. Sometimes, though, people will tell an
illustration, and through the whole thing you thifikhat is really interesting. | wonder what he is
illustrating.” Probably in his mind the preachéustrated the subpoint or main point he talked &abou
But because he did use consistent language, sopsetialled term consistency, the ear does not follow
it. You do not always have to have subpoints. li go not have any subpoints, the key terms of the
changed term of the magnet clause of the main p®imhat goes into the illustration and applicatithn

is the thing that changes. The explanation is attmithanged term, and it is what goes in the
illustration and the application. That concept xp@sitional rain will be the turnkey from being an
average preacher to someone whom people reallystadd. People will say, “When he preaches, it
makes such sense.” All you really did was learnléisson of term consistency. The reason we shy away
from it is our English essay training, which taughtto use different terms. We forget that in phéag
one of our most powerful tools of communicatiomepetition. We use those key terms to tie together
the message. We will talk about this more, but fwwido it now. When we get to application it wié b
important. You will begin to apply these truthsdahyou begin to change terms, people will thirduy
have no basis for what you say. You will say thatdas the concept, but the ear does not heartit tha
way.

You will have to make transition statements in yseimons. If you have a main point statement, there
should be a few sentences that get you ready éosubpoints. It has to flow logically. You do nosj
speak from point to point. We have talked aboubattine of the structure, but there would havedo b
transitions to make it flow. We will talk about tha a few lessons. The grouping statement somstime
is the transition statement to the application,diber times you will need another statement ortovo
lead to the application. Each of these points éndtitline is a place of transition. The transitstould

at least include these summary statements, budythre more. It needs to at least have these summary
inclusions.
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Sometimes the illustration is about one of the siriip, but sometimes it is about the main pointsMo
of the time the subpoints’ language reappearsarillilstration, but when you do the grouping
statement, it is often the main point statemerttiththe full aspect of what the illustration isoaib. You
tell the illustration to illustrate the main postatement, but you use the key terms of the subgpton
get there. It is part of the building process. iAtes my illustration may just be about a subpdinhay
be in the summary that | build the concepts togethécus on the main point. Expositional rainsise
consistent key terms from the explanation in thusttation and application. The key terms in the
subpoints are used in the illustration. If there @o subpoints, it is the key terms of the maim{soihat
are used. Sometimes key terms from both the sutspand the main point are in the illustrationslt i
not just the concepts that should be consistenalsotthe terms. If you have interrogatives witbvaers
that are positive and negative, you still wantse those key terms in the illustration. This regkys
important, not so much in the illustration, buthe application. People will say, “You spent five
minutes developing that idea, but you did not dgtlsing with it. Why did you tell me all that if you
were not going to apply it?” As preachers we may li&e it was academically interesting for us. We
probably do not mean that, but it is the impressien we spend a lot of time in a subpoint but db n
do anything with it. If we explain something, pe@ptant to know why we took the time to tell them.
That is why we pick it back up in application. Wélwork with this more when we move into
application. Right now it is important that you seley subpoints are in parallel and how we use key
terms for expositional rain.

Let us do a quick summary of other things that walpick up very readily. We can get illustrations
from contemporary experience. They may be expegeme have had or that we gather from others. A
second place for illustration source is historexatounts. Finally, we can get illustrations frorhblical
accounts. Of those three, contemporary illustratieme most likely to connect with people. If yoll te
historical or biblical illustrations, you have taake sure to bring them into contemporary terms viNle
talk more about how to do that later. It is impattdhat we not just make our sermons archaic. That
might happen if we simply go to an ancient accadrilartin Luther written in the seventeenth century
If I just stick it right into my sermon, it will reove people from it. You also need to make sure you
illustrations from a more contemporary book or nmbntnailing of illustrations sound like you. They
need to fit into your message, so you need to agemMords of your sermon. Use the illustration as a
catalyst for your illustration. Do not just cut apaste, but you have to retell it. You need to rteuita
change it, or adapt it. You want to retell it usyayr key terms in your language. That is whereetie
says, “This fits! | see exactly what he is talkedgout.” You can therefore legitimately take illagtons
from others and adapt them to your purposes inyathat seems inartificial because you use key terms
You can hear sermons where you just know thatliingtration is not of that person. It does not sbun
like them or the rest of the sermon. It just doeisfit. The way that we make them fit is with theewof

key terms.

One other place to get illustrations from is a “pegmon file.” This is different than contemporary,
historical, or biblical illustrations. AlImost evehpmiletics professor | know has at times said eutd
collect illustrations. We should create files ddistrations. That is very good to do, and | knownew
people who do it. | have found it even more helpfgr the years to make what | call a pre-sermlen fi

| find that many pastors do this. They know whatythvill be preaching about, at least generally tlgio
the quarter, so they create folders. You know ybathave a semester or quarter of preaching aHfead o
you. You might be in the first part of Ephesianthé first week and the second part of Ephesiahe 1 t
second week. So you create files for these topizough the course of living, as you read newspgper
articles, and magazines or see things on teleyigmmndo not try to form a sermon, but you canwhro
information into the file for the future. That wayhen you actually write the sermon that week, g
not scrounging for an illustration on Saturday migfou get into the Saturday night fever of tryiog
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get everything into the sermon! But if you haverbpeeparing, not extensively but just by throwing
things in the file, it will help you a great dexlu will often have more in the way of illustrat®and
even thoughts about the sermon than you will inelundthe sermon.

| always keep a note file in my wallet, and as ltigmugh life | make little notes. Right now | hafeeir
illustration notes on this one little page. On &eotpage | have three more illustrations. On thirst

page | have three more illustrations. Typicallyill take these and either put them in my pre-sermon
file, or if I do not have a place for them, | hang secretary put them in my illustration file. | go
through all of life this way because it is my psd®n to preach. | have adapted to the mode theatéd

to have illustrations. | go through life collectittgem, and you will too. It is not a bad habit &t gto.
Preachers are in a different mode because everydedyust lets life go by. But we are constantly
reminded of spiritual principles as we go throuifgr We can help people see something better if we
take life experiences and turn them into illustnasi. “You know what my child did? That was really
cute. | better write it down!” You might think thgbu will remember it later, but inevitably you Wil
forget. There is too much happening and too muahggoy. So we make notes. | make notes of people
in chapel and preachers that | hear. My family ¢jeg¢sl of reading magazines after me because Itend
butcher them with my scissors. | highlight newspadl the time. It is my profession, and it is wha
your profession will be too. You get in the halditollecting, and there is not a thing wrong with i
People will grin a little bit when they know you #ir pastor and you take out your wallet andevrit
something down. They know what you are doing. ftaiely connects them to your message when they
see the life they know come to reality in the mgesahat you preach. That is the goal.

Let me give some illustration cautions for us. Véedtalked about the importance of making the
abstract familiar. First, do not think of illusti@is more highly than you ought to think. Illusiosis
illustrate a message, but they are not the mes€dtgn when preaching degenerates into entertaihmen
it is because the preacher has a great set dfdtims and no real text to be explained. Thdiaklis
“Every heresy begins with a great illustration.tdtalso true that many entertaining sermons hasatg
illustrations, but they do not have much meat enthWe are trying to interest people rather than
explain a text. It is far better to explain whaeat means than to have good illustrations.

There is another way in which I will put a govermor a few of you. We are different kinds of people
with different ways of thinking about things an@gpessing information. Some of you will hate doing
illustrations. It will be your nature to think, “Witan they not just hear this logical essay thetve put
together? It was good enough for Moses, so it ot@he good enough for them.” You will not like
doing illustrations. Others of you will love doiflyustrations. You will have an illustration for exy
main point and an illustration for every subpoifttien you will have illustrations for subpoints of
subpoints. You will have these skyscraper sermaiikistration upon illustration. And | discourage
you from that too. In this course | limit (or fojcgou to one illustration per main point. For treople
who hate doing illustrations, they have to do tleemsistently. For the people who want to do
illustrations all the time, | ask you to spend yaigkels wisely. You have to do explanation toouYo
have to do some exegesis. If | only have one itisin per main point, | might make it the illugtos
that comes after both or three subpoints. Or | tiggt put it with one subpoint. Or | might not keav
any subpoints, and it might be the illustrationtfoe main point statement. But we will not have &l
three illustrations in one main point. Wherever yloink it will best serve your purpose, do one
illustration per main point this semester.

A second caution for illustrations is do not thiaks of illustrations than you ought to think. vba
listed for you the hierarchy of memory retentiohislcan often be very discouraging to preachers. Th
most remembered feature of any sermon is theriditish. In fact, the last illustration is the mbkely
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to be remembered. The second most rememberedaliost is the first one. The third most likely tgin
to be remembered in a sermon is any other illustrah the middle! Illustrations are the most
remembered aspect of sermons. It is true of yay,aod not just “little minds” out there. If not
illustrations, the next most likely remembered ortof the sermon is the application. In particutae
applications we most strongly disagree with areamered. You will remember the part that you do
not like from the preacher! Next remembered, afgglications you strongly disagree with, are those
that you strongly agree with. Here is the hardgHor preachers. If you just mildly agree or giwsent
without even hearing the sermon, we do not remenla¢ll. You either strongly agree or strongly
disagree or you will not remember it at all. Thathreatening, is it not? We are pretty far dowenlist,
and we have not mentioned explanation at all. Nogoes home and says, “Was not that a wonderful
second subpoint under his third main point?” No sags that. They say, “There was some impact on
my life by that.” Think about that. We pour our hisaand souls, sweat and toil, into the explanadiach
exegesis, but people are not going to remembBeitareful, though, this is very deceptive. If thex
not solid content, they will remember you as alshapreacher. They will think there was not much
thought there and nothing to sink their teeth ifitoey will feel like there was nothing really
authoritative for their souls. The thing that peomember more than anything else out of a sermon
the ethos of the speaker. They remember this rhareitlustrations, applications, and explanatidhs.
you get caught into thinking that illustrations regkeople think you are a good speaker and you tank
the illustrations rather than the meat of the serntloey will remember that you do not have muchayp
to them. We construct homiletically knowing how pkowork. lllustrations are powerful tools of
communication, so we want to remember that andhmok less highly of them than we ought to think.
But we should not be deceived because illustratansiot carry the spiritual water themselves.
Explanation is also needed to communicate, “That hes something to say to me. There is spiritual
weight in what he says, and that means | have w@lldd these things.” Even though this is the most
remembered, if there is not gravity to the expleomatthen the person himself will not be listened t

As we begin to think about the importance of coptewant to think about some cautions for
illustrations. There are 10 of them that | will mien. We have begun to realize how important
illustrations are, and we know they require craftimith care and integrity. That is why | give ydese
cautions. A lot of this has to be under the rubfipastoral prudence. | cannot tell you when yoweha
crossed the line with what is appropriate. | wami yo begin to feel, not only the power of illusioas,

but the seductive nature of them. They can takedgmun paths, because they communicate so well, that
may undo what you want to do. | want you to thibkat some of these cautions even as you think
about the power of illustrations.

The first caution is to be accurate. To talk alibet76 Theses of Martin Luther or the prison migisi
George Colson or Einstein’s discovery of x-rays rhayery interesting, but you just lost all cretliji
Those were all inaccurately stated. In the coufggeaching | have done every one of these thiagd,
you will do them all as well! But the goal is notlilow your credibility and your illustrations. Yaoeed

to look up the facts. Being able to “google” thirtgese days has done wonders for being more aecurat
You can find out quickly when something was writtgrwhat the correct name is. It really helps to be
able to get your facts straight. That helps a lioh we illustrations.

A second caution that is more difficult is to beefal about what you reveal. Homiletics professors
debate all the time about how we can and shoukdatadut counseling situations. My thought is that
counseling situations are usable only if you arda@lsly protecting identities. There are teachdrs o
preaching who will say that preachers should neserillustrations from counseling situations. They
say this because no one will come to you if theyktlyou will talk about it. At times | think peopleeed
to know there is counseling help in the church gtodrogress can be made spiritually with a wise
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counselor and a spiritually minded person. Bubm gven give a hint of who the person is whom you
are talking about, it is death to your ministryn@times ways that we can do this is to talk in whgs$
obviously hide names. | might say, “A man came tracently to talk about a problem in his marriage.
| will call him Bill. What Bill said to me was...” Wén | use the phrase, “I will call his name Billt” i

tells you his name is not Bill. | just made it obws that | am protecting this person’s identityinlthe
course of telling the story | tell you the make anadel of his car, that is not good! | have undaerdo
things. But if | can tell the account in such a waat | say, “I want to tell you how people can be
helped,” it is a redemptive use of counseling s$itunes rather than a revealing use of counseling
situations. If | can use it redemptively, it is gka

There is so much caution that should be put on tihdigigh. If you do it weekly, no one will come to

you. If on occasion you can tell people how therkelp in a situation, that may be something tokthi
about. It gets difficult when the church staff se¢® comes and goes from my office because they may
know who an illustration is about. My office wasnty home when | pastored a small church. Our home
was on a major thoroughfare, so when people camespimseling, they would park in our driveway for

a while. Then people would say, “I saw John’s cardhere the other day. Is everything okay?” We
began to urge people to park other places foriéaat reason. | cannot give the specific rules of ho

do this, but you have to obviously protect peopigéntities. If the word “recently” is inappropréatdo

not use the word recently. You might say, “I rememd man who came to me and...” That puts itin a
larger frame of time because you have not put eng frame on it. | want you to be very, very causp
and at the same time you can sometimes give pbople. There is something you can say about a
situation like that. So you need to be careful wjat reveal about counseling situations.

You also need to be careful what you reveal that beacompromising. Tales on your family fall into
this category. If you talk about your family, natlp do you have to get permission, but in the cewfs
telling the illustration you have to say that yat germission. Otherwise people will think that yare
abusing your own loved ones. Even if you tell aifpesthing, it is always embarrassing to be thepo
of a sermon. Even if it is positive, you should,sdysked Jane if | could tell you this, and sheld
could...” It may sound silly, but you need to doReople may laugh and think it is funny, but thell wi
not trust you.

You also need to be careful what you reveal abonoarng attitudes. This includes stereotypes that a
ethnic or gender related or making fun of othempbes dialects. It could be talking the way an olde
person, a Native American, or someone of anotleer talks. Even just using someone else’s dialect to
mimic it is typically insulting unless it is youtteic dialect. So the only person you can makeofus
yourself. You do not recognize that mimicking someelse’s dialect is presumed to be ridiculing. We
could have uncaring attitudes in criticism of p@opdgarding other political parties, religious grsu
churches, faiths, or even occupations. “I went ts@d car dealer, and | said...” You just insultedhe
people in your church who sell cars by bringingeaetype on them. Lawyers and blondes are often th
object of jokes, but pastors cannot tell those goRdney certainly cannot tell them from the pulpit
without creating attitudes.

Unsavory pasts are another area to be careful aldmattyou reveal. We talked about this before, land
do not have a Bible verse to back this up. Somaetitnie my obligation to talk to you about the rBas
of this culture. If you have difficulty in your pasegarding chemical addiction, you can probablly ta
about it from the pulpit if it is far enough in tpast. You can probably talk about God giving you
victory, how He has helped, and the difficulty bffou can probably talk about the mishaps of your
teenage years. You can talk about the difficulbiesaising your children. Sexual conduct is prolgabl
the thing that is very difficult for people to hearthis culture. | suggest to you men that at snfeou
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are speaking at a men’s group, there may be anrymity to be very honest with people about what
men struggle with. But to talk in the pulpit absekual practices, even from years ago, that are
inappropriate for Christians to pursue makes iy Verd for people in the congregation to hear émat
still trust you. | cannot tell you never to do thigust want you to be very cautious. This is ¢jasoline
type of discussion on our culture, and you nedaktoery cautious about how you have that type of
discussion. | cannot defend that. In some waysnfess, it bends to the sin on our culture thatesom
things are more taboo than others to talk abaatkhowledge that, but part of your job as a pastt
exegete your culture as well as your text. Consideat people need to hear and what they are able to
hear and still treat you as a pastor. Make thosdapttial choices as well. We usually think when we
preach that Sunday morning is the only time | caaph. But there are a lot of opportunities to begi
salt the congregation with issues that they neatb#d with.

Obviously sexual sin is a huge problem in thisunalt Everybody here struggles with it. When we say
not to speak about it from the pulpit, we also nieckalize that we need to provide tools for pedpl
handle sexual sin. | need to recognize that, becatithe degree of struggle, how | deal with it triaes
managed very carefully or | will actually hinder ralility to help people. | really want to encourage
you to use pastoral prudence and exegete the qmatgre. | want to make you aware of the difficulty
people have with this situation more than tellingi yyever to mention it or to mention it all the ¢inh
want you to be aware that it is very hard for pedpldeal with. Right now Harvest Ministries is &ar
Saint Louis, which helps people who are sexualbkbén through pornography or sexual addictions of
various sources. To talk about that in itself ispMeelpful in this culture. The far end of not daglwith
sexual issues when they needed to be dealt withdammulike Amy Carmichael. In the Victorian era,
she was trying to rescue Indian girls from templesptution. When she would come to the United
States to try to talk about that, because of tlotovian ethics, she could not in public mention tHer
ministry was. She would have been thrown out ofctingrches. But because of her persistence and
speaking in private to a few people, she was abtaise funds to change a whole culture of IndiawN
Graham Waterhouse, one of our graduates, is goiiipailand to deal with very similar issues of the
sex trade. The first time she gave her talk heahapel, we had board wives who were here listening
heard them gasp about what she would be doingyliyetately they got behind her. She had to be aware
that this was very difficult for them to hear ahéhk about, yet it was necessary. You have to pakr
moments. Wisdom knows there is a tension, and pdgioudence helps you know how to deal with it.
Wisdom is not there when you say, “They ought tovkithat everybody struggles with that, so | can
just talk about it.” That is not very pastoral it & is very hard for someone to know how to dedh

it; that is why they struggle. Pastoral prudengessd will deal with that carefully.”

Let me move on quickly to other cautions. Be cdrefuat you endorse. Entertainments are one area of
potential landmines, particularly movies, musicok® and television shows if they have certain eont
in them. This includes sex, violence, profanityydrat people may view as values of our culture dnat
inappropriate to endorse. It is curious that peopladays will talk about the obscenitylafave It to
Beaver.People will say that they were just emphasizinddia class, American, materialistic values. |
understand that there may be values there thatlgaot want to endorse, but | am not sure thatighat
as bad as some other things. At the same time #nerghings that you want to be careful of. You mak
those choices by exegeting the congregation asasdhe text. For some congregations, you can
mention particular R-rated movies that the pastorwhatever cultural exposure, has seen. Butlierot
congregations, a pastor will find himself lookiray & job if he mentions that he went and saw such a
movie. You may not like that, but that is the ctdtin which we live. You do not just talk to alludts
when you are a pastor in the pulpit. You talk teepés, toddlers, grandmothers, and teenagers. You
recognize that to simply mention without discretioavies that have strong sexual, violent, profane
content is actually not to be pastoral at all. Yioake prudential choices, and you get into trouldlenv
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you do not think. Or you end up saying that whatév@acceptable to you must be acceptable to
everyone else. It is a strange thing to becomestopand realize that you are not just responsdrle
yourself anymore. You are responsible for the sotilmany people. This includes baby Christians
through very mature Christians. You are respongdyléhem all. Our tendency is to say, “It does not
bother me, therefore it is okay.” But a pastor toethink about what is best for everyone. Some need
be moved to become more understanding, and otharsttake it yet. You need to exegete them all.

Be careful about recreations. Can you quote altautatct that you went down and had a wonderful
dinner at Harrah’s Casino last week? Some peopleaedept that, but others will look for your scalp
when they hear that. Another one that dependseagkhtrch that you go to is whether or not you can
mention major league sports that are played on 8uriRemember that Super Bowl two years ago
when...?” Certain churches get very upset if you #ddlaut the Super Bowl because it is always played
on a Sunday. You need to exegete the congregatiarekas the text to determine what you can
mention from the pulpit.

Be careful even about what you endorse in ternggiofations. It is wonderful to quote from Schaffer,
but a lot of people quote from Bonhoeffer. Thaflifficult in evangelical circles because Bonhoefer
biblical position was not that the Bible was inatraHe had wonderful social ethics, but his bildlica
understanding was not what many evangelicals wales. What about Rudolph Bultmann? He had a lot
of insight into Scripture, but you probably cannwntion him and be okay. If you mention someone
who will compromise what you are perceived to ) geed to explain both what they said and why
you mention them. If you know what is compromisaigut them, you should mention it. Those are the
easy ones, but here are some hard ones for thaseinfPresbyterian Church in America (PCA) circles
Robert Dabney and Stonewall Jackson might be Bibleving men and great theologians, but they
also endorsed slavery in the course of their [i@z your congregation hear that, should they itiear
These are very hard choices. In a lot of places pgstors will have a picture of Stonewall Jackson
their walls. | tell them that is great for the sutan, urban, white, southern culture that you ayéut if
any African American walks into your office, he lnlow walk out of your office and out of your

church. Is that what you want to happen? Make @sdibat take into consideration who you minister to
now, who you are going to minister to, who you esdpand what it means.

The next caution is to be careful what you desadnhk#ustrations. Once we learn the power of
illustrations to engage, we will begin to recognizat there are many aspects of our lives thatuar¢o
talk about, particularly the ones that are excitii@uring the labor of our firstborn, when my wieas
at eight centimeters...” The older generation justtéal, but you have videotapes of it! You have to
exegete the congregation as well as the text. Téresthe four “B’s” of being careful what you
describe: blood, births, bedrooms, and bathroom! let your mind take care of all of those amdl t
you just to be careful.

The next caution is to not be the hero. If you dmsthing good, you need to give the credit to God.
way to not be the hero of your own illustratioiadell it in the third person. You may really waat

talk about how a wonderful experience happened.Lbiné may have brought someone into your life
whom you were able to lead to spiritual maturitygame way, and you might want to talk about that. |
is often better to say, “I know a pastor who...” Tgastor who you know is you, but you do not want to
talk about this wonderful thing that you did intitcof everyone. If you do talk about the wonderful
thing that you did, it is often helpful to say,whant you to know that | was scared about that. Odrel
helped me do this.” Confess your weakness eveonwassyl something positive that happened. Give
credit to Him, “The Lord helped me. The Lord enabhee. The Lord carried me through.”
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You also need to be honest in your illustratiorsay that because of the power of illustrationg Th
more you begin to use illustrations, you will ledine power of those things that happened to you. To
talk about something happening to another predeh®a little power, but it is so much more powerful
to say, “I remember when...” That never happenedtothiough; you read it somewhere. Do not say it
is true if it is not. You can use a fable or fictad account as an illustration, but you need topohice
these illustrations with “Let us say,’.‘imagine that...,” or “I can imagine it would bé&e...” As long

as you put those little phrases at the beginningry®ne knows that you are telling an account dloats
not have all truth in it. They are perfectly willjito accept it then. You get into trouble when gay

that it did happen when it did not. Do not sayappened to you if it did not. This is similar to ath

just said. You may have heard Swindoll say it,dunot take it as your own experience.

This has gotten some of my friends in very big leul remember a guy who came here in chapel,
preached a sermon, and told an illustration of sbimg that happened to him. The difficulty was that
Sproul had been here a few weeks earlier and shappened to him! Everyone knew this man was
lying. You just wanted to die for the guy. He stildappened to him, and he obviously heard it from
Sproul. Do not say it happened to you. These dagetis So much availability of other people’s
sermons on the Internet and cassette tapes. Youksotd can begin to label the people who are éut o
their pulpits today for plagiarism. To use otheople’s illustrations and be perfectly fine you cay,

“I have heard it said.”.That is all you have to do. You do not have totgusource and all that other
stuff. You could also say, “Preachers sadyor.“l can remember someone once saying...” All #hos
phrases that help you give away the credit mag&kay to use someone else’s illustration. | havedaa
pastor with full integrity say, “I was in Dallasstaweek, and | must tell you | heard a sermon lthatnt
you to hear. | am telling you that | am passinghglto you what came to me.” People fully and regadil
accepted it. He did not do that every week, butémrd something he wanted them to hear. He gave the
credit away and basically presented someone edse'son. It was perfectly fine because he gave the
credit away.

The last thing | will say about being honest isreifean illustration is true but does not seem true
guestion its use. | was pastor of a church one, tand we built a new building. It was a very cloudy
day, and at the time that the steeple was put@iuiiding with the crane the sun broke throughaglc
in the clouds and it just put a shaft of light tigim the steeple as it was being put on the bugldirwas
not across the field; it was right on the steepéen have videotapes of that, but whenever ittédl
people they do not believe me. They think | am ddhre “preacher elaboration,” so | do not tell it
anymore except to this class. It creates so maagtouns that | cannot use it. You might say at §me
even if it is true but it creates doubts to yowadibility you should question whether or not to ise

Sometimes there are social issues that in ordéistuss legitimately you must bring in graphic dsta
If I am going to talk about partial birth abortiahmay be very hard to get anywhere without giving
some specifics. You have probably heard pastotkidpand | have done it too: tell people a week
ahead of time that you will be talking about sonrahgraphic in church next week. Or in the morning
service say, “Tonight in the evening service wd talk about something that is very difficult. & i
going to relate to this issue, and if your childega not ready to hear that, | want you to be awEtnes

is what we are going to be talking about.” You ea&en say that again in the service itself. “We are
going to talk about some very graphic things beeaws need to know the truth.” Give them a heads
up. That is very powerful, strong, and right totdde fair to people.

The next caution is to be real. We really like itiggble human-interest accounts. People like entdy
with you. It helps to talk more about what is goomin our lives now than the great saints of yeste
year. This is tough, but be wary of it. If my iltstions are only of William Carey and Martin Luthe
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people ultimately think that the faith does notlgdp regular folk. I am not saying to dispensehwit
those. But if you use the giants of the faith adlustration, 1 would use some midgets in the semm

too. | would use some regular folks and their diffiies. If you only use the giants, then peopli feel
like the faith has nothing to do with real peofdse way that you can make the sermon real is
redemptive transparency. Talk about your own stegyd-orgive me, because this is graphic language
for a moment. It is the difficulty of the pastordwing this: the pulpit is not just a feel-sorry-iore

booth. “I am so wicked. | am so bad.” It is redewgtransparency, “I struggled, but God has helped.
It is not just recounting the struggle so peoplk feel bad for you. It is so that they will knowere is
hope. This is redemptive transparency. We shou&hahclude ourselves in the struggle but show that
God provides victory.

You should also be complete and finish where yairbe tell you these things, and | still make
mistakes all the time! You tell an illustrationtimee sermon, and you get to the point you wanted to
make, so you stop. Then at the door everyone Saied|, did he get home or not?” You forgot to fihis
the story! If you tell a story that is incomplepzople will just hang there. They almost do notrhika
rest of the sermon. If you tell the beginning afngthing, try to resolve it.

The next caution is to be balanced. Do not ussange source for illustrations too often. You cannot
talk about baseball all the time. Military guysuycannot refer to your military experience all timee.
Use those stories about three times a year andsthatf you do it all the time, even thoughsta big
part of your life, it will remove people. Do notkabout your baby, the dog, or your hunting aduezd
all the time. You need to vary your stories. Yosoaheed to be precise. Try very carefully to use
expositional rain so that people know what youdwiag.

Let me say a few final things by way of five keyniaders on illustrations. Illustrations are toldngs

the key terms (changed terms in parallel statehentubpoint statements. The process by which the
key terms of the explanation’s subpoint statem#&irsp down” into the illustrations and applicatioiss
called “expositional rain.” Since an illustratianabout “the last thing said prior to it,” the keyms of a
subpoint statement (or multiple subpoint statemehtisey are being illustrated together) should be
placed in a summary statement immediately prighédillustration. The key terms of bullet-and
answers-to analytical-question subpoints are faaride parallel subpoint statements; however, the k
terms of interrogative subpoints are found in theaplel answers to the interrogatives. If thererave
subpoints in a main point, then the key terms &xpbsitional rain” are found in the magnet clause o
the main point statement.
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