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Word and Witnhess

Heavenly Father, we thank You that You have gigeviaur Word, that which is life and bread to Your
people. You make Your Spirit shine upon it soithatreflected into our hearts and our hearts made
able to receive what you say. But not our heartg,oather as we ingest all the goodness of what Yo
have given, You make us also reflectors of Yotin taothers. We would be those who shine wellp Hel
us therefore by what we learn in this class, bytwiado, to be those who are well equipped forisgin
in the darkness, for the sake of those whom Yaudod are calling to Yourself. We ask not on th@da
of our ability but rather the ability that is madeailable by Your Spirit .We lean on You now and as
for Your help and aid, because apart from You, aredo nothing. Grant us therefore Your Spirit, we
pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

The goal for this lesson is to understand how ingrdmpreaching is, and then what is really impdrian
preaching. What is really important in preachingyrearprise you as we move forward.

If | were to ask why you are taking this courseywbu would go to seminary, | hope you would have
some sense of gaining the knowledge and the $tfllwhat God calls you to do. It is both sidestutt
gaining the knowledge and the skills for what G®dalling you to do, that is important. I think you
would recognize that if you were here just to daiowledge, the Scriptures themselves tell us the
consequence of that: “knowledge puffs up.” Thatlist does if there is not some release, some
mechanism by which God enables us to share thatlkdge. It will not ultimately benefit us—it is
actually harmful to us unless there is some wayhich it is being used for God’s purposes. The idea
that God is saying, “What | desire from you is swhply your knowledge of the Word but your ability
to communicate it to others.” | mentioned this ur school’s convocation the other day: when the
apostles prayed for others, they said, “We wanttpdtnow everything that we know, that you may
know how wide and deep is the love of Christ Jédst in order for that to be true, you have to be
active in sharing your faith. This is an amazingeapt. For us to really know what God is saying, we
have to be actively involved in communicating iotbers. Therefore, Dr. Rayburn, who taught this
course for 25 years and was the founding presiole@bvenant Seminary, would always remind us in
his first lecture, “Now there is only one king ajyr studies, and that is the Lord Jesus Christ. But
homiletics is the queen.” He was reminding us #&vwarything we do in the curriculum—whether it is
New Testament studies, Old Testament studies,mgsitetheology, or church history—is feeding a
purpose. That purpose is to equip us to feed gtbersuse this is really the means by which we
ourselves will know and grow fully in the undersdarg of the grace of God that He intends for ususrh
preaching is, in a sense, elevated to the higleestipn. That sounds nice, until you consider the
responsibility this puts on you. Once you elevagtask so high, once you say that this is the main
thing to be done, then people who are about ta @l very inadequate. When you elevate the task,
you make the servant very lacking in confidence.

What | want to do now is to help you stop thinkthgt the responsibility for the effects of preachadl
rests on you, that it is something you have to d anough that it will have an effect. | want yiu
recognize this is its essence: the power is ngown and it never will be. The power is in the Wdtds
not how well you do the task that ultimately is thgue. It is how well you communicate the Word,
which carries the power of God. We sometimes tinthe greatest nineteenth-century Reformed
preacher as being Charles H. Spurgeon. | wantydhink of what he said about himself. He said, “I
have often been surprised at the mercy of God tdRmer sermons of mine that | could cry over when |
get home have nonetheless led scores to the candenore wonderful still, words that | speak in
ordinary conversation, mere chance sentences asalleghem, have nevertheless been as winged
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arrows of God and have pierced men’s hearts addham wounded at Jesus’ feet. | have often lifted
up my hands in astonishment and said, ‘How canbigsHow can God bless such feeble
instrumentality?”” The key word here is “instrumality.” We are those earthen vessels, we are the
instruments.

The power is in the Word. Therefore the clarityhwithich we present the Word is ultimately what
preaching is about and not what you may be temjptéuink this course is about. What is this course
about? Well, if | just get the preaching outlinghti, if | can just deliver this well, then | willeba great
preacher. Actually, no. It is the clarity of the Ydpbecause the Word contains the power. There are
many key verses by which the Scriptures relatetthiss. The power of God inherent in the Word
comes, we know, because the Word of God is whatedethe world and the universe as we know it.
God said, “Let there be light,” and there was ligt¢ spoke, and it came to be. The power of creatio
was in the Word. The Word of God continues to adrérerything around us. Psalm 137:15-19 says,

He sends his command to the earth;
his word runs swiftly.
He spreads the snow like wool
and scatters the frost like ashes.
He hurls down his halil like pebbles.
Who can withstand his icy blast?
He sends his word and melts them,;
he stirs up his breezes, and the waters flow
He has revealed his word to Jacob,
his laws and decrees to Israel.

“He sends his word and melts them...” That is an anggthought, is it not? The Word of God
continues to be active in persuading other pedpkt.the one who has my word speak it faithfullyJ...
Is not my word like fire [...] and like a hammer thataks a rock in pieces?” (Jeremiah 23:28-29).
Some of you have friends you want to come to Chiastily you have prayed for for years. And you
wonder what will finally break them. What does Gaay will finally break through? It is the Word that
breaks a rock, a hard heart; it is faithfulnesehat God Himself expresses. The Word of God peréorm
the purposes for which He Himself designed it. tAs rain and snow come down from heaven and do
not return to it without watering the earth [...]isany word that goes out from my mouth: it will not
return to me empty but will accomplish what | desand achieve the purpose for which | sent it"iélsa
55: 10-11). One of the amazing passages in Scepthereby the inherent power of the Word is
demonstrated is that in Philippians where Paul,s&ysn in prison, and while | am in prison | anillst
rejoicing that the Word is going forth. Now, soneople are preaching it out of false motives. Some
people are preaching it out of good motives. Befdice for both because as long as the Word goes
forth it is still accomplishing God’s purposes.” Wothat is an amazing thought. People can evensaisu
it for their purposes, and God still uses it fosldurposes. The Word has this inherent powerthait
takes the burden off us of saying, “Unless | dexictly right, it has no power.” No, it has power
beyond us. It has sufficiency unto itself, whictirabtely gives me much confidence when | preach.
There is not some magic when | preach—the Wordhepower.

Why does the Word have that power? Because itisty communicating Christ Himself, the divine
Logos Remember, “In the beginning was the Word, andMoed was with God, and the Word was
God” (John 1:1). Who is being described? Christdfis described as “the Word,” He is God still
speaking to us in incarnate form, fleshly form—¥erd presented. This is what God is saying to us,
what Christ Himself represents. Why is this impot?aBecause we recognize that, by the Word,
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creation came into being. That is part of His paw&hrough him all things were made; without him
nothing was made that has been made” (John 1:8)Wdrd of God created. Here the Scripture uses a
pun, does it not? God spoke, and it came to betheuVord was also the means by which Christ came
into creation and created creation. He is in flaat Word of creation. He is also the Word of thesne
creation (James 1:18 and 1 Peter 1:23). Hear theuped explicitly in Scripture. James says, “Hafth

is, God] chose to give us birth through the wordroth.” What do you think James is talking about
when he says that “God chose to give us birth gjindbhe word of truth”? Is he talking about the
inscripturated Word, or the incarnate Word? Thenvansof course, is both. He chose to give us life
through “the Word of truth”—that is the Word abdeisus and the Word that is Jesus. Even more
explicit is Peter’s saying: “For you have been bagain, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable
through the living and enduring word of God.” YoamMe been born again by the word of God. Again, is
it the inscripturated Word that is referred to®oitithe incarnate Word that makes us born agageiri

it is a trick question. The answer is both. Goprissenting Himself to us in the Word so much so tha
when He presents Christ to us He says, “This id\bed.”

Now it begins to be really amazing. What are thplications of that? If Christ is the Word, and wHen
speak | am presenting the Word of God, then wispeak, who is speaking? Is God yet speaking?
Augustine said it this way, “When the Bible speaBed speaks.” Thus if | say what the Bible saysp wh
is still speaking? | know it is my voice coming pbtit who is still speaking? God is still speakiadis
people, through the human instruments who areftditb His Word. Citing this, the Second Helvetic
Confession (the early Reformers’ confession) sodnd$old to be true. It sounds almost hereticat B
this is what is says, “The preaching of the Wordofl is the Word of God.” That is a very simple
statement, but think of the implications. The pheag of the Word of God is the Word of God. God
spoke, and creation came into being. He spokeitatood fast. | speak, and (if | am faithful teeth
Word of God) He still speaks. Thus Luther says,ethurch is God’s mouth-house.” It is the house of
God by which God is speaking to His people and théoculture. God is still speaking. Most bold was
Calvin, and he said it this way: “God has so chpbgrHis Spirit, to anoint the tongue and the ks

His preachers so that when they speak, the voidesafs resounds.” But we want to think, “That was
just me, it was just me speaking!”

Have you ever sat around the table during a holahad/thought, “Lord, here are all my unsaved loved
ones around this table. If only Jesus were hetalkao them! If only Jesus were here, then theyhdo
listen.” God has so chosen to anoint the lips andues of His preachers by His Spirit, that wheyth
speak His Word, Jesus still speaks. Now, did evexyaccept the voice of Jesus? Did everyone say,
“Oh, it is Jesus—I will go with Him!"? Did everyoragp that? No. But those whom God was calling to
Himself, those whom He designed to have their bdamken—as the Word will break a rock—those
persons were persuaded by the voice of Jesus, wigglet possess when we speak the Word of God. It
is not magic. It is not a question of “Did | use ttight formula? Did | say the right words? Didskeuthe
right tone of voice? Did | raise my hands just tight way?” No, it is the commitment to the truth o
God’s Word that yet contains the power of God’s Wdrat gives me such confidence.

The writer of Hebrews says it this way, “The Wofdamd is living and active. Sharper than any double
edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing sodlspirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thougiusi
attitudes of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12). That whi@hspeak is yet living and active. Here is thaivagt

of God, yet present and working, living and actagewe speak the words of these pages of Scripture
2000 years later. Yet it is presently working bessathe Word of God is yet living and active. ThasIIP
could say in Romans 1:16, “| am not ashamed of3bspel, foiit is the power of God for our

salvation” (emphasis added). The good news, th tluGod—I am not ashamed of it because |
recognize more and more that it is the power of,@ochmunicated to His servants. And | am one of
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them! I am not capable in myself. But given thightj given thisdlunamis this power that is inherent to
the Scriptures because it is the Word, when | prtaseGod is yet doing amazing works of creation
even through such as I.

Now we think of Spurgeon again. Why was he so aBlEtause he knew he was so insufficient. He kept
getting out of the way. How could God bless one s¢hefforts are as feeble as my own? How could | be
an instrument in His hands? Because that is afl,llaely entirely on Him—thus His power comes to

the fore. There are many ways in which this is .gsligybe it is best just to express it in what yoow.

A friend and | were just talking before class abioinds we have from our past. Do you have friends
from the past you remember from high school or neaydilege days, and you realize that you and they
are now living entirely different lives? Maybe thase living in a pagan, self-serving, totally lost
condition. | think of a couple of friends of mingboy | knew in high school, a friend of mine, bzsly
lived for football and the weekends. There was algarl | knew who basically lived to be apprecdhte

by men; her life was basically giving herself thats in dating. | have kept track of those friends
through the years. During college one of them becar@hristian. And the other, after he became a
parent and had a child who was diagnosed with caats® became a Christian. Both became
Christians. | thought, “How did that happen? Wasoiinething | said? Was it something a preacher at
church said?” How could | say that? Here were peogio were walking after idols, totally self-
consumed. They turned from themselves to servbving and true God. Scripture says they turned
from idolatry to serve the living and true God. Hdwl that happen? Was it because of some words,
little puffs of air out of my mouth, some vocalizat of syllables? How does that happen? Is not the
Word of God like a hammer that breaks a rock intz@s? This happened not by anything in me, but by
the wonder of the Word that is committed to usals such power that even when | recognize my
weakness, my feebleness, my frailness, my lacklefjaate instrumentality, | say, “Thank you, Lord,
for Your Word that takes the burden off of me. Asd as | am faithful to it, it performs Your
purposes.” | have a much lesser obligation thaodld/if it were up to some sort of dramatic
presentation to make the Word of God work. My geaimply to make the Word of God clear. When |
have done that, the Word of God works.

Now we need to talk about how that occurs. The paf&od—if you think of this Word and the
power it has, how is it applied? One powerful wayvhich it is applied is by expository preachingeT
power of the Word is applied in expository preaghiNow, we will do much defining of terms as the
semester continues. Let us first define the tempdsitory preaching,” and then we will talk abotgt i
advantages. How is the power of the Word of Godiegpn expository preaching? Well, first, let us
define what expository preaching is. It is this gien the meaning of the message is the message of t
passage. The meaning of the message (or the sersitbe)message of the passage. So, what the
passage means is what the sermon will be about, Wbat the Bible says, God says. The preaching of
the Word of God is the Word of God. Thus all expwsi preaching is trying to do, at its essencég is
say, “What is the meaning of that passage? Thhtisneaning of the message | will be preaching.”
That is expository preaching.

If you use expository preaching, what are the athgas? When the message of the passage is also the
message of the sermon, what are the advantages? dreethree. First, expository preaching confronts
people with the truth of the Word. It is that trakiat is so powerful. So if expository preachingimmply
saying what the Word says, making the truth pldian we are confronting others with the truth & th
Word that has power. It is not my opinion and et philosophies of men. | do not take a poll talfin

out what | should be saying. The power is in therdlyand expository preaching is saying, “l want to
confront you with the truth of the Word becausd thavhere the power is.
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A second advantage of expository preaching isitltainfronts people with the authority of the Word.
You may have read in the prefacebrist Centered Preachinghere | said basically, What is the great
debate in our culture today? It is the debate nbt over meaning, but authority. Does anyone haee t
right to tell me what to do? What is the basic agrsef our American society to that question? “No!
Nobody has the right to tell me what to do!” Butdzdoes. And God has spoken. Thus my goal in
expository preaching is to say, “Now, | am tellyamu what you must do, not on the basis of my
authority but on the basis of God’s authority.”amMe no authority. “l too am a man under authority,”
said the apostle. Do you remember? Do not listealse of what | say. Listen to the One whom | speak
for. When | speak the truth of God, | can do sdwibldness because my authority is not my own. |
speak with the authority of the Word of God. Nokattis again taking the burden off of me of thimkin

“I have to accomplish this.” No, it is not on menake you believe. Nor is it on me to say, “You mus
believe because | say it.” You must believe angdaoed because God said it. It is His authority at we
as His truth. When the meaning of the passageis#tssage of the sermon, | speak with God’s
authority.

Finally, expository preaching confronts with thengo of the Spirit. Who or what alone can change the
hearts of men and women? Can you do it? No, yonataithe Holy Spirit working by and with the
Word in our hearts alone can change people. Whehat alone can change the hearts of people
eternally? The Holy Spirit, working by and with the Wordoar hearts. That is the specific language of
the Westminster Confession, in the first chapter féth paragraph. It is a wonderful expressiormdiat
we understand God must accomplish through His neirgslit is not, you see, the Holy Spirit working
apart from the Word. Any number of people will s@ihe Spirit said...” and then gross heresy results.
It is the Holy Spirit using what God uses to craatenew creation and the original creation. Hatae

a new creation in us, new life, new conformity ts M/ord. And it is His Word that He uses. But He
who inspired the Word is still illuminating us dwat we will receive that Word and understand it—the
Holy Spirit working by and with the Word. Thus, vittloes expository preaching do? It makes sure that
the Holy Spirit has the right “raw material” for idg that work of construction that must be donéhm
human heart. | do not depend on something otherttteWord to be used by the Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit will use God’s Word to convince and changeple. Therefore what | do in expository preaching
is say, “Here is the Word,” so that people willdmnfronted with the power of the Spirit. It is this
amazing thought. When | preach, | recognize | amenthe first preacher. | am always the second
preacher. The first preacher is always the Spigtgave the Word, and He is working already in the
hearts of those who will receive it. Therefore whepeak | am a servant of the work of the Sgpirit.
come along after. | speak in conformity with whag Spirit is doing, but the Spirit is the first pober.
Thus | seek to work in such a way that the Spinttsk is made manifest in the hearts of others.

Now, if | say all that—that expository preachingk® to confront with the work of the Spirit—then |
recognize that technical excellence is not realatpreaching is about. Recognizing that undercuts
much of what people think they will get in a preggan and delivery course. Are we not supposecto b
talking about excellence in preaching? Yes. Thetfeat the power is in the Word does not mean we ar
to be stumbling blocks to others, right? At the samme, we are to recognize that the power canaot b
in us or else we will actually hurt other people.

| want you to listen to a biographer describe EdinEnving. Now, you have probably never heard of
Edward Erving, though he was the greatest renoyenegicher of his era. Listen to what the biographer
of Erving says. (Erving was the preacher in Longotihe nineteenth century to which all the celebsit
went and the people of government). This is whaiblographer says, “The effect of his preaching was
to leave men dazzled and stupefied rather thanicoed or converted. They went home marveling at
the eloquence of the orator rather than mournireg their sins and yearning for God.” That is a eath
stark condemnation, is it not? He was a great pexa®eople just marveled at how he spoke. But what
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did it accomplish spiritually? Virtually nothing.dw, let us compare that to a couple of other prewsch
from an earlier, and then from a later, era. Sofm@o have read these words already from Robert S.
Rayburn, the son of Dr. Rayburn who used to tehshcburse. He wrote this to encourage us. He says:

The Lord will use what little we have. But His ldesy ultimately is the key to our preaching
rather than our abilities. Church history furniskisswith grand illustrations of this fact. | think,
for example, of the court preachers of Louis XId&y. In mid-seventeenth century France, that
court was as decadent and depraved as any kingty @eer was. Yet all the while, it professed
earnestly its Christianity. For its appointed press it had Jean Massillon and Jacque Bossuet.
Theirs were some of the greatest preaching evelugsal in the history of the church. It was not
only some of the most eloquent and powerful oraewgr heard. It was pious and blunt,
intensely earnest, unafraid, and for seventeenthucg Catholicism, it was highly evangelical.
This is the same Jean Massillon, you may rememdey,when appointed to preach Louis

XIV’s funeral sermon ascended into the high putpiNotre Dame, surveyed the great
congregation, including the crowned heads of Eurapd forever honored the office of preacher
by saying to them, “In the hour of death, only Ge®dreat.” And what was the consequence of
that bold, courageous, evangelical preaching? Ngthihe Spirit did not blow on that occasion.
But a few years later, in Cambuslang near Glas@owtland, there was a minister named
William M'Culloch. He was so bad a preacher thawas nicknamed “the ale preacher” because
when he got up to speak, all the men left for thiesp His own son says of his father, “He was
not eloquent. He was very different from the popuolators of his time.” After being licensed, it
took him nine years to get his first pastorate. iButas upon these ineloquent, poorly
constructed, poorly delivered sermons that theitSyiGod fell in 1742 and produced such a
spiritual awakening in Scotland such as has nat keewn since. He was no Massillon, but it
was not M’Culloch’s gifts that were the key, bué t8pirit.

Who alone can convert the hearts of men and wor@empthe Spirit, working by and with the Word in
our hearts—not our oratory, not our excellence.\Bu¢n we present the Word of God, it is the Spirit
who then can use us as His instruments, thoughreve@ak, ineloquent, and seemingly poor vessels.
Commitment to the truth of God’s Word is the enadplof the work of the Spirit for the purposes of
God’s Word. If you think of the effectiveness oétWord, you have to say, “How is it made effeciive
the lives of people?” This may seem to undercutaugtle of what | have said. For while the poviger

in the Word, you know that we can get in the wagn@e not? How do we make sure that people are
getting the Word and that we are not in the way® lifothe effectiveness of the Word promoted by
testimony?

| want to talk to you about Aristotle’s distinct®onf what is included in every persuasive message.
Now, if we were in medical school, this would be thme in the class when you recognize that we will
begin to get definitions. If you are in medical aoh much of the first year you are simply learnihg
terminology. Homileticians do the same thing. W# & looking at sermons in this class, and we will
be preaching sermons. Thus we need to know sommoarterminology. This is helpful so that we can
dissect, as it were, but also so that we can healthegt we know what we are talking about as we look
at the different components.

One way of thinking about that is to think of tHereents that go into a message that make it pav&uas
historically and what are unique aspects of thavesalk about getting people into confrontatiomhwi
the Word of God. One way to think about it is tl@sery persuasive message is made up of at least th
components. The first is calléolyoshistorically. What doelbgosmean in Greek? It means “word.” It

is the words, it is the verbal contebbgosis the verbal content of the message. It incluagonly the
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words used but also the argument used, its cradttlze logic of the message. What is the verbal
message? That is thegospart of the message.

A second major component of any messagmibos which is the emotive conterRathosis the

passion, emotion, or feeling with which somethisg@xpressed. Now, | must tell you it is sometimes
hard for people, particularly men and young meaunculture, to feel the weight pathos This is
because we are trained in a John Wayne, IndiaresJaiiture—men are supposed to be stoic. To really
be strong you do not express emotion. And theneesall recognize, a manipulative sort of preaching
that expresses emotion just for effect. But | wami to recognize how dangerous preaching that shows
no passion can be. Read this without emotion: “Aydu do not receive Christ, you will probably tm
hell. Now let us look at the next page...” What daliyjust say? It was once said of Moody that he was
one of the few people qualified to speak of hadlcduse he could not do it without weeping. It ggtbv

him so much, and people knew it did. There is $kisse that if the message does not move you, if it
does not seem to have any impact on you, then vadwdayou expect it to have an impact on anyone
else? To speak of the love of God in a way thasdad move you is actually to speak untruth. tbis

say, “This is not very important. This is not veignificant.” Your manner is now contradicting your
message. This is a standard rule of communicatorsur manner contradicts your message, your
manner will be believed. Thus the manner needs with the message.

One of the wonderful preachers of the nineteentitucg was Robert Murray McShane. He was a
wonderful preacher. He sparked a revival in Scotlamd then he died before age 30. He was thefage o
many of you in this classroom here when he was knasvone of the greatest preachers of the English
Isles. If you want to hear some hint of why he wadistened to, listen to his own diary. This isaivhe
wrote on February 21st, 1836: “Preached twice irbaart on the righteousness of God from Romans
1:16. In the morning was more engaged in prepdahadiead than the heart. This has frequently been
my error, and | always felt the evil of it. Refortmthen, O Lord.” What is he saying? “My sermordha
become just a lecture. | was just giving them infation. | prepared my head, but not my heart.” Some
weeks later on March 5th, he again wrote in hisydid®reached again in Larbourt, with very much
comfort, owing chiefly to my remedying the error2ifst February. Therefore the heart and the mouth
were both full. ‘Enlarge my heart, and | shall figaid David. Lord, enlarge my heart, and | shall
preach.” This is a wonderful expression, is it ri@flarge my heart.” When you speak to God’s people
do they see your heart full? Are you able to expths? Now, our personalities vary greatly, rightR

the goal is to say things as though you deeply nigam. You will vary. Our personalities vary. Baot i
whatever way shows the depth of your feeling, talgeople that way—as though you care. Do this
because it bears so much on the final aspect stipsion; that isthos

The final component of every persuasive messagthas Ethosis the perceived character of the
speaker. What is the key adjective there? “Perdeiveis not the actual character of the speakeu
may say, “Well, I know | am not like that!” Wellplw are you being perceive@&?hosis the perceived
character of the speaker. That is one of the redegnsandpathosare so important. What is your
character perceived to be if you are disorganizes@ems that you do not care. What is perceiveditab
you if you do not speak with passion? It is peredithat you do not care. You may care very much! Bu
by inattention tdogosandpathos ethosis damaged. What everyone has known throughout the
centuries, if you were evaluating the importancéheke threedegos pathos andethos—which is the
most important for persuading peopkethos the perceived character of the speaker. You kifgsy
Some of you may go to visit a friend on holiday walls you about his wonderful preacher. Then you
go listen to him and you wonder how you will talkoat it with your friend, because you were not
impressed. Why do they think he is so good? Bectiieseknow him. They know his heart, they know
his care, they know his compassion. They listech@racter, and the character becomes part of the
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vehicle for hearing the Word of God. That is whg #postle would say, “We put no stumbling block in
other people’s path.” It is our character that eeognize is part of the means by which people tiear
Word of God. The path of the Gospel is the Word. Wéelld recognize that the Word of God is what
convinces. But somehow the listener has to getdataact with the Word. Thus we tell the meaning of
the Word—that idogos the verbal content. But if we have heart feeljqgssion that does not show, if
our manner contradicts our message, that becoipagiar to people hearing the content of the Word.
And of course, if our character does not refleetrtieaning of the Word, then people will say, “What
you do speaks so loudly | cannot hear what you' §dyus character becomes part of the point as well.

The listener has to go through these “doordbgbs pathos andethosto be in confrontation with the
Word. Paul says it this way (in 1 Thessalonian$, 1Gur gospel came to you not simply in words, but
also in power and the Holy Spirit and with deepwdition. You know how we lived among you for
your sake.” “Our gospel came to you not simply iorgs...” that is théogos “...[B]ut also in power

and the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction,” tiemthepathos “You know how we lived among you
for your sake,” that is thethos These became absolutely key, the two componémhosthat you

hear: “You know how we lived among you for your sdk

When those who study persuasive speech sayetthasis, it is always two components. It is
credibility—do you know what you are talking abowt@nd compassion. Does the speaker appear to
care about the listeners? If the speaker appeaar¢omore about himself, what will you think ofrt?
What is the reaction of listeners? It is to remthamselves from the speech. | do not want to be
manipulated. If your main goal is your reputatibwill distrust you and not accept what you sayeTh
very reason, you see, that preachers sometimek gjibcboldness what they know will hurt people, is
that the people know what they are doing. Theypatgng themselves at risk for the sake of the peop
Preachers who ultimately only say what people waiear finally are never heard. This is because
people know of such preachers, “You do not careigh@bout me to put yourself at risk. When you
care more about me than yourself, then | will hstte you (sometimes), even when you say very hard
things, because you love me that much.” Agairhefgoal is simply to assert your authority—"“This is
why you have to listen to me”"—then | will not listéo you. Once again, your concern is for yourself.
Now, how do people read all these things?Byos It is the involvement of the life of the ministeith
the people. Sometimes we preachers may think,uldcbe a great preacher if they would just give me
40 hours a week in my study, if | could just cortcate on my message.” But the fact of the matter is
that if there is not life on life, word will not beeard. It is actually that wonderful balance ofihg
sufficient study to be credible and sufficient ihv@ment to be known to be compassionate. The piglpit
not the only place where you preach. In fact, i ithe only place you preach, you will not be deé#ris
involvement in life that gives foundation to whatsiaid in the pulpit. These things can be seeraimym
places in Scripture. | think my favorite pastorakpage is 1 Thessalonians 2:3-8 and 11-12. Asll rea
this, | want you to hear how the apostle talks alloe power of what is moving forward and how it
does. He writes:

For the appeal we make does not spring from ermranpure motives, nor are we trying to trick
you. On the contrary, we speak as men approveddoyt&Gbe entrusted with the gospel. We are
not trying to please men but God, who tests ourthe¥ou know we never used flattery, nor did
we put on a mask to cover up greed—God is our sEn@/e were not looking for praise from
men, not from you or anyone else. As apostles oisCWwe could have been a burden to you, but
we were gentle among you, like a mother carindhéarlittle children. We loved you so much
that we were delighted to share with you not ohb/gospel of God but our lives as well,
because you had become so dear to us. For you tradwe dealt with each of you as a father
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deals with his own children, encouraging, comf@tamd urging you to live lives worthy of God,
who calls you into his kingdom and glory.

Paul was not using magic to make the Scripture wbhkat was the seven sons of Sceva. Remember
them? They would just use the name of Jesus agiz s12ell, and they thought that would make things
happen. But Paul says, “We are not trying to tyick.” Paul later says, “We are not trying to please
men but God, who tests our hearts.” What is heiaggior? Why should they listen to him? Here he is
saying they should listen to him because they khewSilas, and Timothy are trustworthy before God,
even so trustworthy that they will not try to pledheir listeners but please God instead. Notesthes
words, “...we were gentle among you, like a motheincgfor her little children.” Now, here the New
International Version (NIV) is being kind of gentla our sensibilities. The literal Greek languageeh

is “we were as gentle among you as a mother nutrendaby.” Here is an apostle! Does he have a righ
to be bold? Does he have authority? But he wamtatidw them his compassion. “We were as gentle
among you as a mother caring for her little chiidiéde then says, “We loved you so much that we
were delighted to share with you not only the gbsp&od [logoq but our lives as welldthog,

because you had become so dear to us.” Wow, wétatement. “We have delighted to share not only
the gospel but our lives as well, because we wemscerned for you.” Thus here tlogostravels

with theethos recognizing that becomes the way in which thggbis heard.

Look now at 2 Timothy 2:15: “Study to show yoursatiproved unto God, a workman that needs not to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. Ad/godless chatter [...] flee the evil desires ofith

and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peafeda not have anything to do with foolish andmstu
arguments.” “Study to show yourself approved untml G.” Now, that is almost surprising language.
“Study so that you will proclaim the Word of Godractly,” is what we expect to hear said. But ne. H
says, “Study to show yourself approved unto Goglpgkman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth.” It is actuallgthosnow that comes into view prior togos Before you

rightly proclaim the Word of truth, you are showiypgurself approved unto God. “Do not have anything
to do with foolish and stupid arguments.” This isaad command for seminary students sometimes. |
love to argue. | do! My college background was cefitpe speech and debate. | just love a good
argument. | had to recognize early in my minishgttthis would not serve me in the church. If the
reason you come to seminary is so you will havesatgdebate, that may be fun for you but Paul said,
“The man of God must not strive, he must not beskmas a lover of debate.” | loved you so much. Yes,
| would do everything | can to convince you, to maiou know. But it is not about loving the debate,
rather it is loving the product of truth. What lestdoing in your heart? Am | actually caring enloug
about you to watch what happens to you and thelpewpund us as we “simply engage in dialogue
because it is fun to cross swords”? It does natesttre church. What are we doing? Defending truth o
enjoying the battle?

Paul says to Titus in Titus 2:7-8, “In everythireg them an example by doing what is good. In your
teaching show integrity, seriousness and soundrfegseech that cannot be condemned.” Now, at this
point in the lesson | hope you are feeling a certansion. Early on, | was saying, “It is not atl you.
The power is in the Word.” Now what have | spem ldst 10 minutes talking about? Your obligation,
your responsibility, your faithfulness. How do tkdsvo things come together? Let me try to exphain i
this way. How do we reconcile the power in the Wand the place adthosin the ordinary process of
preaching effectively? I think it is this balan€od can work apart from us. Can He do that? Paul
rejoices that whether taught by right motives oong, the Word is going forth. God can work apart
from us. But He chooses more often to work througihin that He uses our character to confirm the
truth of His Word. So where does that leave us®here: His ability to work without us removes the
burden of thinking, “I have to do it right or it lwhot work.” Do you hear that? His ability to work
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without us removes the burden. His willingness trkathrough us grants us the blessing of knowing
our labor is not in vain. Thus we have this burtien off of us and still have the blessing of kimayv
that God rewards faithfulness. If | am not faithfuhm not rejected. If | am not able enough, hdo

say, “Oh no! God cannot now work.” No, the burdewff of me. But | have the wonderful blessing to
know that He is able to use my efforts—which | wengive Him. That is true of the heart of a bediev

| want to serve my God, | want to use my giftsiis purposes. God blesses me by saying, “I will use
them. It is My choice to do that, even though Ind need to do that.”

What are the implications, then, of tlehospower, if we recognize that God can use it powkrfu

even though He does not need to? There are thrieeimmalications. First, guard your heart. Guard you
heart ifethoscan be so used of God. Archibald Alexander saiuistway, “There is no person that
needs to be more in constant exercise of prayertti@theological student. In the midst of studes,
heart should be raised to God for help and diraatore consistently than in any other place in
society.” As you take in all this information, timsaterial from the Word of God, know that what you
are taking in will be used of God, and say, “| mysard my heart so that | will not take this
improperly.” This is especially important as foutidas are laid for all future ministry in life. Wtreer
you know it or not, you see, thethosenables us to witness to others and also to khew\ord.

So far, we have talked about witness the most. [Bep@mine who you are and decide whether they
will listen. We know holiness of life is necessé@nyost of the time) for the effective communicatafn
truth. Do you know that holiness of life is alsaassary for the knowledge of truth? That is a rathe
startling thought. By communing with God, | actydthow more than | would know without Him. |
cannot express to you all I wish | could in thigaed. But you know it. Why are there certain mieist
you have to listen to? It may be because they sedrave special spiritual insight. They walk witbhd;
and something in you knows that. And because thalg with God, they seem to have—not a pipeline
of special revelation—but their hearts resonatguich a way. They live in a way that makes God'thtru
powerful in its communication. | think of A. B. HaHe was a great Baptist evangelist in the last
century. He wrote (prior to the radio and TV agkyvbat he thought would be so effective in
communicating the Gospel to others. He ultimatefyognized it was his own heart’'s communion with
God that would be effective. He wrote in his owarglithese words, “This day, for the sake of God’s
people, | make a new consecration of my all to g&duist. | now and forever give myself to Him, my
soul to be washed in His blood and saved in heavé&st, my whole body to be used for His glory, my
mouth to speak for Him at all times, my eyes to pveeer lost sinners, my feet to carry me where He
wants me to go, my heart to be burdened for sowsintellect to be employed at all times for Hismyl.

| give Him my wife, my children, my property. AllHave and all | ever shall be, | give to Him that |
may obey every known duty for the sake of my Saaitd His message.” Do you think this man knew
something of the Lord? | think he knew more. Thabe counted said that by the time he was done he
was responsible for hundreds of thousands of ceives, in the pre-electronic era. Amazing. He knew
more by walking with that. You will discover moracamore of that, will you not? You will see it
around you. Not to be judgmental of anyone, butntied who seem to be so intellectually gifted and ye
so cold contrast with those who seem so warm toWéad and what you really want to learn from them.

A second implication of the power ethosis that we should become well acquainted withgitaee

your heart requires. Becoming well acquainted whehgrace your heart requires is a recognition of
something. Once we put so much weighetmos every one of you should say, “But | cannot dd'tha
cannot do that.” Here is this wonderful exampl@&oB. Earl who was willing to give everything to
God. We recognize the power of that. But ultimat@lyB. Earl was preaching the Gospel, and the
Gospel said, “I am not dependent on my work. minbest efforts, recognize my failures before God.
Therefore | am dependent on His love and mercy pihehalf.” If you are to preach grace, you must
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know it. And knowing it means you put before Hint naly the willingness to obey God, but also the
constant heart of confession. “Lord, as much asl kevdo well, | fail. Though | want to do gooddb

not. Teach me of Your love, teach me of Your mérgyhen you then experience grace, it is not your
ethosthat is the power of the Word. Rather, it is yaragnition of God’s conforming your character to
Himself by His grace and despite your characteenlyour heart for God enlarges, and the grace of
God begins to motivate you. Then you become oneselsharacter is not only observed by God’s
people, but whose compassion is felt by God’s peopbu know the grace of God. Character, when
pursued, leads you to a sense of failure. Andraitightly responded to teaches you much of theegra
of God, which makes you desire to be all the mordarmed to His image. It is interesting how that
works, is it not? When | pursue character for Hikes | know the need of His grace. When | expegenc
His grace, | long, so much more, for more of Hiareleter. It is my blessing, then, to follow it.

We guard our hearts and we become well acquainiticie grace that is in our hearts. The last
implication of the power oéthosis this: believe in the grace that says you caa geeat preacher. Dr.
Rayburn, when he would teach this class at thisgoof the lesson would always say to us, “You wil
have different levels of skill. Some of you areunatly gifted speakers, and some of you are not.ifBu
your heart loves the Word of God and the peopl@ad, the words you say—even if they barely crawl
over the lip of the pulpit—will be heard by God’'sqgple.” What they are listening for is someone who
understands the grace of God. They listen forrtose than for anything else. More than eloquence,
more than great arguments, what people listersftibo you understand the truth of God so well that
you can explain the Gospel to me? Why did | conte tinis church? Just so | would get more
information? Just so that you could tell me thad hard to raise kids? | knew that before | satlo
Why did | sit down? Do you not have a word of Godre? Is there not some healing you can
provide?” When you know the grace of God, God aaatily use you. Believing in that grace is
ultimately what makes you a great preacher. Moae #ny other thing, it is ultimately understanding
the work He has done on your behalf. Do you remerbe Paul said it to Timothy? There he was, a
young man fearing he would not be able to miniatéfphesus. Paul said, “Do not let anyone look down
on you because you are young, but set an exampleddelievers in speech, in life, in love, irttain
purity. Until | come, devote yourself to the publeading of Scripture, to preaching and to teachiuy
not neglect your gift, which was given to you thgbuprophetic message when the body of elders laid
their hands on you. Be diligent in these mattergse @ourself wholly to them so that everyone can
observe your progress.” Think of that. You are wb yourself on the line for people so that they can
observe you as they hear what you are teachingiligent in these matters. Watch your life and your
doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because ifdgmyou will save both yourself and your hearers.
Watch your life but also what you teach, becauseaye teaching what saves people. Teach that and
when you do, it will not only be nourishment to ylowt to many others as well. | want you to beligve
deeply. God can greatly use you. Not because af gifts, primarily, but because of your heart. 8et
Him, you can lead others to His healing and Hisat#&n forever.

Do you feel the tension that | mentioned to youGofl saying, “I can work without you, but | chodse
work with you. And if I will work with you, | neegour heart as well as your words.”? Of course now
we say, “But my heart is not pure enough.” Thatght, but remember that God is sufficient stilhig
takes the burden off of us, even as it gives uslétight of knowing that we can be used of God. Who
what alone can change the hearts of men and wotaera#ly? The Holy Spirit working by and with the
Word in our hearts. In answer to a question, diffscult to acknowledge thatthosis the perceived
character of the speaker. We all know that we @pdrceived wrongly. But if people perceive me in a
way that | do not intend, | have to recognize tvad deal with it. Dr. Sanderson, when he taughg,her
used to say the way you should test any candidateréaching is to play softball with them. Wheayth
are safe on second base on a close play, calldbésind see what happens. What he means is, what
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people perceive about a person largely determiaesthey will receive what he says. Philip Brooks’
famous statement is “Preaching is truth poureduiingpersonality.” Now, there are many different
personalities. But if | think you are a liar, willisten to you? If | think you do not care abous,mwill |
listen to you? This is actually, | think, one oétiveaknesses of my background, and I think thisies

of many young men in my setting. When you come ffamilies where you are taught to be stoic, not
to show emotion, then it is more difficult to begireaching and realize, “If | act like this doeg no
matter, then | am perceived as not caring.” | greeatly! But my manner is something trained from my
youth that | have to in some ways war against deoto adequately communicate what God is saying.
Now, this has much to do with personality. Someppeaf they so much as lift an eyebrow, they are
perceived to really mean what they say. But otle&ppe need to be very demonstrative because teey ar
demonstrative all the time, so to act like theylygaean something they need to be more
demonstrative. We will talk about this more latyput how we can express things so that we do not
miscommunicate what we are trying to say. Theresemgle things at times that we do and do not
recognize.

For now, recognize that character comes acrosays we do not even know about. Sometimes when
you are in a conversation with a person you have karown for five minutes, you make all kinds of
judgments about them simply by their choice of vgaadd the way they hold their body. What scares us
is that speech communicators say people usualleriadse judgments in the first 30 seconds—whether
or not you care about them and are willing to hdie them and whether or not they are willing stdn

to you. Now, we are not with people for only 30@atds. As pastors, we are with people for years and
years. Recognizing that our perceived charactdlyreaighs in their minds, whether we are worth
listening to—recognizing this is both important atehdly, if | do not believe in the grace of God-eyth
will perceive my weaknesses as louder than my gthan Therefore | need to know greatly, “God has
forgiven me.” That is what gets me back up herentd&es me His own, despite my weaknesses.
Perceived character will always be a difficult ssBut it has to be in our minds as we evaluatangiv
ourselves for other people. It is not just aboutki in my comfort zone, right? We might think,

“Well, | am comfortable with this.” But how are ydaeing perceived? That has to be taken into account
as well. How do | find out how | am perceived? Heonill talk with you about what they are unhappy
about. John Stott and many other preachers putsitlees under the discipline of meeting with people
weekly to get feedback on their messages. Thisgalse they recognize that we can be the worst
perceivers of ourselves. You have to have a cestagmgth and confidence to be able to do thaisko
“What do you think?” We need to trust God enougtl anderstand people enough to properly filter
what they say. Certain people will come at you raiter what. You may need to say, “There is a aertai
legitimacy to what you are saying, but | need tmesmber who you are.” And other people will never
say anything unless something is really wrong, iaitttey say something then you really need to tiste
That is some of that pastoral prudence coming fadwa&/hat do | need to listen to? What do | actyally
before God, have to turn a deaf ear to?

Someone has asked, what is the difference betwassnbng credible for the sake of perceived
understanding and becoming manipulative and ndtestic? You have to understand that you have to
do certain things so much that they become authémtiyou. For example, if you just say, “I am @ot
demonstrative person. That is not in my naturel 8il not gesture when | talk.” What | would say;, i
“Do you know what you need to do? You need to ayesture when you practice, gesture all the time
while you are talking. Then when you are speakitngill be natural to you.” You do enough of what i
outside your comfort zone so that it becomes cotalide and natural to you. | am not talking about
becoming a different person. But we must recogthiaéwe cannot say, “Well, | am just a soft-spoken
person, so | will talk softly when | preach.” Thdies not work. You will have to raise your voicexdA
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if you consistently raise your voice, then it beesmot just something you put on, but it becomes
natural to you.
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