Lecture 21

Word and Spirit

Goal for this lesson: To consider approaches tpgrieg messages that keep preachers true to the
priorities of the Word and Spirit.

I. How to Demonstrate Priorities of the Word in the Pulpit:
A. Preach from an Open Bible

B. Refer to the Text Often in the Sermon
1. Cite the portion of the text from which your po{pt subpoint) is taken
2. Take persons to “helpful” parallel passages (prekritzem in your Bible)
3. Give people time to find the passage before yod fiemam it (occasionally encourage
them repeat it with you)

C. Read the Word meaningfully
1. How?
Not_sentimentallgior theatricallynor with "stained glass/preacher tdhes
Read at a conversational pace
Let voice and intonation reflect content amehning
Emphasize verbs and modifier
Practice out loud for sentence breaks, patiotusurprises, pronunciation problems
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2. Hints
a. Use the Scripture Introduction to prepare liste@rsurprises and difficulties
* Hard terms/names, new ideas, story backgroundegprr twists
» Skipped verses (curiosity makes listeners read waskip)
* Combined passages
b. Read "indelicate" matters (see Broadus p. 360)arerappropriate translation
or with "unconcerned" matter-of-factness.
Practice; read meaningfully to children.
Give respect before/after you read the Word (“Thithe Word of the Lord...;”
“Thus far God’s Word...”; “Let’s read together, Gedioly and inerrant Word ...")
Pray before/after you read the Word
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3. Why?
a. Reading is itself a type of exposition and intetgtien (even for yourself)
b. More and more people are dependent on the pulalding (as in the early church, so
occasionally look up as you read)
c. Reflects your own theology of the Word; you beli¢ive Word is able to change
people eternally and is the source of authoritativtn

Rev. 1:3 "Blessed is he that reads, and they st the words of this (book)"
Heb. 4:12 "The Word of God is quick and powkrsharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder ofl smdl spirit ... and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart."
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1. Why to Engage the Priorities of the Spirit in the Pulpit:
A. Preaching is a Redemptive Event (John 17:17)

17 Sanctify {Greek hagiazo (set apart for sacredaramake holy) them by the
truth; your word is truth.... (see also vs. 190
19 For them | sanctify myself, that they too mayttuly sanctified.

(Not simply thoughts for mind or memory, but wewf life by the Word of Life)

And we also thank God continually because, whenrgoaived the word of
God, which you heard from us, you accepted it sdha word of men, but as it
actually is, the word of Godyhich is at work in you who believe. (I Thess.

2:13)

1. Christ as Speaker, God as Audience (Il Pet. 1:@in 16:13-14; Il Tim. 4:1-2)

For prophecy never had its origin in the will ofmaut men spoke from God
as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit @.PL:21)

But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he willdguyou into all truth. He will
not speak on his own; he will speak only what harfieand he will tell you
what is yet to come. 14 He will bring glory to tmg taking from what is mine
and making it known to you.(John 16:13-14)

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, wHquaifje the living and the
dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdogin/e you this charge: 2
Preach the Word; be prepared in season and oeaebs; correct, rebuke and
encourage--with great patience and careful instactll Tim. 4:1-2)

2. The Word Made Flesh (I Cor. 1: 17-18, 21; Titus)1:3

17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, butreaph the gospel--not with
words of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christiogtied of its power. 18
For the message of the cross is foolishness t@thwbe are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God.... Rt since in the wisdom of
God the world through its wisdom did not know higgd was pleased through
the foolishness of what was preached to save thbeebelieve (I Cor. 1:17-
18, 21)

[A]t his appointed season he brought his worddbtlthrough the preaching
entrusted to me by the command of God our SavibugTL:3)

3. Co-creators of a New Creation (John 1:1-3; 17:1822; | Pet. 1:23-25)
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word wahk @ibd, and the Word was

God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Tigto him all things were
made; without him nothing was made that has beaten{dohn 1:1-3)
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18 As you sent me into the world, | have sent tiemthe world.... 21 that
all of them may be one, Father, just as you amédrand | am in you. May they
also be in us so that the world may believe thatlyave sent me. 22 | have
given them the glory that you gave me, that they b&one as we are one: 23
I in them and you in me. May they be brought to ptate unity to let the

world know that you sent me and have loved thenm egeyou have loved me.
(John 17:18, 23-23)

23 For you have been born again, not of perished®e, but of imperishable,
through the living and enduring word of God. 2dr,F"All men are like grass,
and all their glory is like the flowers of the fiel the grass withers and the
flowers fall, 25 but the word of the Lord stanfisever." And this is the word
that was preached to you. (I Pet. 1:23-25)

B. Preaching is Supernatural Event (Fire and W&ypeaker and Listener)

We tend to be more concerned to perform our padit@bly than we are
about God's mighty involvement in our efforts. \¥ad to be more hungry for
success than we are for God's empowering" (Dued4¢l,God made it clear
to Zerubbabel that the task of rebuilding the tenwpbuld be accomplished "
not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit" (Zeeh6). As Phillips Brooks
said, " Never allow yourself to feel equal to yaork. If you ever find that
spirit growing on you, be afraid" (Piper, 38).

1. The Need of UnctiorfLuke 4:18-19; | John 2:2&JV)
(1 Thess. 1:5) Our gospel came to you not simpti words, but also
with power; with the Holy Spirit and with deep caction.”

(Luke 4:18-19) "The Spirit of the Lord is on meechuse he has anointed me
to preach good news to the poor. He has sent ipttaim freedom for the
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind rdlease the oppressed, 19 to
proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."

(I John 2:20KJV) But ye have an unction from the Holy One, aadkyow
all things.

Unction means the anointing of the Holy Spirit ugosermon so that
something holy and powerful is added to the mest#ageno preacher can
naturally generate, no matter how great his skills.
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2. The Requirements of Unction (lllumination,r®etion, Assimilation)

a. lllumination
» John 14:26
But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Fathérsend in my
name, willteach you all things and wilfemind you of everything | have
said to you.

Teach = understanding (give insight into what tbegures mean in
themselves and for our circumstances)

Remind= bring teaching to mind (we remember whatweald not
without the intervention of the Spirit; my thouglate ordered and
stimulated by the Spirit so that | remember — hgwgear in my thoughts
— things | would not consider without him. | put miycumstances and
my people’s in appropriate juxtaposition with agprate scriptural truth
by the working of the Spirit)

e | Corinthians 2:14
The man without the Spirit does not accept thegshihat come from the
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, dedcannot understand
them, because they are spiritually discerned.

Does the Bible support an emphasis on the Spaotger in our
preaching? | believe it does. In 1 Corinthians tRaul states: " My message
and my preaching were not with wise and persuasorels, but with a
demonstration of the Spirit's power, so that yauthfmight not rest on
men's wisdom, but on God's power" (vss. 4-5). &ed he says that " God
has revealed [the riches of God's wisdom] to ukibyspirit," for " the
Spirit searches all things, even the deep thingsaaf’ (vss. 10-11). " We
have not received the spirit of the world but tipgriwho is from God, that
we may understand what God has freely given us iBhwhat we speak,
not in words taught us by human wisdom but in waadght by the Spirit,
expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words"gv42, 13). God's truth is "
spiritually discerned" (v. 14), and because " weehidne mind of Christ" (v.
16) we may proclaim these truths with spiritualighs and power. In 1
Thessalonians 1:5 Paul writes that " our gospelecemyou not simply with
words, but also with power, with the Holy Spiritdawith deep conviction.”
There are many other scriptures that support eedhrectly or indirectly -
this foundational truth ( Acts 1: 8; 4:29-3 1; 1rCbb5: 10-11; 2 Cor. 3:3-6;
12:9; Col. 1:28-29; Mt. 28:18-20).

b. Conviction (John 16:8)

7 But | tell you the truth: It is for your goodathl am going away. Unless | go
away, the Counselor will not come to you; butgfol, | will send him to you.
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8 When he comes, he will convict the world ofligini regard to sin and
righteousness and judgment:

Sin=what is wrong

Righteousness=what is wrong

Judgment=what is ahead (Christ’s victory aath8's demise)

c. Assimilation (John 3:3, 11-13; Il Timothy 2:15)

(John 3:3, 11-13) In reply Jesus declared, "Iytell the truth, no one can
see the kingdom of God unless he is born againI1. | tell you the truth,
we speak of what we know, and we testify to whahaee seen, but still
you people do not accept our testimony. 12 | lgpaken to you of earthly
things and you do not believe; how then will yolidee if | speak of
heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone inteedmeexcept the one who
came from heaven--the Son of Man.

i. Study (Il Tim. 2:15,16; 3:14-17)

(' Tim. 2:15,16) Do your best to present yourgelf>od as one approved,
a workman who does not need to be ashamed andaviectdy handles

the word of truth. 16 Avoid godless chatter, heseathose who indulge in
it will become more and more ungodly.

(II' Tim. 3:14-17) But as for you, continue in whettu have learned and
have become convinced of, because you know thosehom you
learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have kndte holy Scriptures,
which are able to make you wise for salvation tigiotaith in Christ Jesus.
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is usefultéaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness, 17 hsd the man of God may
be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

"All Scripture is God-breathed....Preach the WordtieTunction is
already upon the Scriptures. The Bible is alreadyched in sacred
oil. When | preach, | love those inexplicable motsemhen | find
myself soaring, when the Word is like honey to arg] fire. But
what | have learned from Paul's last admonitionBiteothy (i.e., be
prepared in season and out) is to trust the unttianis always upon
Scripture even when my words seem clumsy or common.

Sometimes unction is simply received by faith, withfeeling the
wind or the heat. We go home to our Sunday aftermap deflated
and disappointed that nothing seemed to happenwvBem with a
pure heart, a Christian preacher declares thet8oem or proclaims
Christ, or calls for repentance and holiness, lusda are surely
anointed.
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Martin Lloyd-Jones:The right way to look upon the unction of the
Spirit is to think of it as that which comes upon the preparation.

The preparation that ML-J has in mind includes "all I have been saying."
This involves the preparation of the message (including exegesis,
exposition, homiletics, etc.) and the preparation of the preacher
(through prayer, personal holiness, devotional exercise, study, general
reading, etc.). To my mind, this is the sanest and most holistic
treatment of the way to true spiritual unction to be found in any 20th-
century treatment of this subject.

ii. Piety (Psm. 66:18; John 8:31-2; | Thess. 223Philemon 1:6)

(Psm. 66:18) If | had cherished sin in my healng ltord would not have
listened;

(John 8:31-2) To the Jews who had believed hisyslsaid, "If you hold
to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 3Reif you will know the
truth, and the truth will set you free."

(I Thess. 2:8-9) We loved you so much that we vdeleghted to share
with you not only the gospel of God but our livesweell, because you had
become so dear to us. 9 Surely you remembehdnsytour toil and
hardship; we worked night and day in order notaa@lburden to anyone
while we preached the gospel of God to you.

(Philemon 1:6) | pray that you may be active iarshg your faith, so that
you will have a full understanding of every gooththwe have in Christ.

Must know light to see light-- Hodge

Alexander Maclaren said, " Power for service isoselc Power for
holiness and character is first. . . . The firsgad, and third
requisite for our work is personal godliness."” JJBnes said, " The
one indispensable condition of our usefulness acdess in the
work of the ministry is that we should be good memen of pure
and holy life - men of God. . . . The effect of eusrds on the
Sabbath will really depend on our lives during wesek, for it is
always the man behind the speech which wields theep’
(Wiersbe, p. 144).

Another hindrance is our desiring the power ouvaing motives.
James writes: " When you ask, you do not receigeabse you ask
with wrong motives” (4:3). Unbelief is another majeason for the
lack of power in our preaching, and in our livesay preachers -
perhaps the majority who are not preaching in thegy of the Spirit
of God - don't really believe it's possible. Thay,s' Well, I'm this
kind of person, you know. | have this kind of temgoeent or
personality.”
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iii. Prayer (Acts 6:4)
(Acts 6:3-4) Brothers, choose seven men from anyoogvho are known to

be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn thiesponsibility over to them
and will give our attention to prayer and the ntiyi®f the word."
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I11. An Approach to Spiritually and Homiletically Sound Expository M essages:
(P) RAMBOPP (P)

Read the passage
-Search for Main idea }
} The Big | dea
Thought flow }

-CreateCursory Exegetical Outline

Apply
-Identify a FCF (Fallen Condition Focus)

-Personalize the FCF for your People

More Research
-Consider Historical Background

-Consider Logical and Literary Context
-Conduct Pinpoint Exegesis
-DevelopExhaustive ExegeticalOutline
Brainstorm
-Consider HomileticaDutline Options
-Specify Applications
-Collect Illustrations
Qutline
Determine Proposition, Main Points and Subpoints
Determine Conclusion and Introduction
Pug-In
Plug-in Main Point and Subpoint Explanations
Plug-in lllustrations and Applications
Practice
Pray

-Prior to Preparation

-Prior to Presentation
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IV. An Alternative Approach to Sound Expository M essages.

Read

Research

Focus on a Single Idea
Bathe all in Prayer

e N

Conclusion:

Question 72: What is justifying faith?

Answer: Justifying faith is a saving grace, wroughthe heart of a sinner by the Spirit
and Word of God, whereby he, being convinced okhisand misery, and of the
disability in himself and all other creatures toaeer him out of his lost condition, not
only assents to the truth of the promise of thgpgh$ut receives and rests upon Christ
and his righteousness, therein held forth, for paraf sin, and for the accepting and
accounting of his person righteous in the sighgodl for salvation.
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