Christian Worship Lesson 12, page 1

Gospel-Centered Worship

Let us pray.

Father, we thank You for the wisdom and insighas$ ¥ou have been giving us. | thank You for these
students as they ask questions and follow up aigshi have been saying. It takes me to a deepeepla
of understanding and explanation. It creates maresgjons to explore, driving me, and hopefullyoéll
us, back to Your Word with a desire for even greititemination by Your Spirit. Father, help us te b
those who never assume we have arrived and knawiradjs in any area. Help us delight in being
shown more and more of the beauty, wonder, and/gilbwho You are and of what You have done, are
doing, and will do in the lives of Your people—pasesent, and future. Father, help us now as weth
through in more detail what this idea of Gospelmhar Gospel-centeredness to worship is about.
Teach us in ways that will equip us and help usetonen and women who—to whatever degree we are
involved in the planning, shaping, and leading ofship now and in the future—would do so with a
love for You. Help us also love the good newsef3bspel that never grows old but is fresh, newl, an
ever deepening in its reality and our grasp ofntdaur living out of it. Lord, we pray this nowJesus’
name. Amen.

When Beth (my wife) and | went to Bulgaria in Jaryu2006 we led a week-long conference for pastors
and their wives in the Evangelical Congregationalik©h of Bulgaria. This was the first Protestant
church there in the 1860s. It is the denominati@t bur Mission to the World missionaries are wogki
with now. They had a gathering up in a mountaireggthotel. It was wonderful. We ate all our meals
with them for a week. They would invite us up teithrooms at 10:00 at night to talk with them and
pray with them. Some of their pastors had expeadmeal persecution during the time that it was
controlled by the communists. It was an amazingegarpce to be there. | was talking a lot through th
week about Gospel-centered worship. It dawned othiadel needed to clarify exactly what | meant by
the Gospel when | used the word “Gospel-centerad’a@nnected it to worship. Maybe | should take a
moment now to explain that and give some passagésarm that idea and understanding. Is the Gospel
the right place to be centered when we think aptarining worship?

Let us go over some key Gospel passages. Moseof tlse the word “Gospel,” But some do not. In
compiling this, | found myself going to the begingiof Mark’s Gospel and the beginning of Paul’'s
letters. They set the overarching picture of whatrest of the Gospel of Mark is about or what Baul
letter to the Romans is about. | began to sensdhisais pretty confirming that this is where tWord

of God centers us. Look at Mark 1:15, “The time bame,” [Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is near.
Repent and believe the good news [Gospel]!” Thikésvery beginning, which was the marking out of
His baptism and temptation and the calling of htist ddisciples. He comes announcing the Gospéi®f t
kingdom. It is about the good news of what Godamg. Look at Romans 1:1-2 and 9, “Paul, a servant
of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set &y the gospel of God—the gospel he promised
beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scrggy...] God, whom I serve with my whole heart in
preaching the gospel of his Son.” | hope it neaggens (it has not so far), and | cannot imagine,
getting tired of the words Gospel, grace, the camgnor God’s kingdom. There are these overarching,
rich, biblical words that are filled with the heaftwhat God in Christ has done for us and is doing
through us. Philippians 1:3-7 says, “I thank my @edry time | remember you. In all my prayers fibr a
of you, | always pray with joy because of your parship in the gospel from the first day until now,
being confident of this, that he who began a goodkwun you will carry it on to completion until the

day of Christ Jesudt is right for me to feel this way about all ofycsince | have you in my heart; for
whether | am in chains or defending and confirntimg gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with
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me.” The introductory and concluding words of thbeeks often refer to the Gospel. The word
“Gospel” is not used at the very end of the booRdifs, but it certainly seems to be implied heretsA
28:30-31 says, “For two whole years Paul stayerktirehis own rented house and welcomed all who
came to see him. Boldly and without hindrance leaghed the kingdom of God and taught about the
Lord Jesus Christ.” If you look at the Greek irsthyou will see that the book of Acts ends with IRau
prison but the words are “without hindrance.” Thes@el of the kingdom is being boldly preached even
though Paul is in chains or at least under housstar

When we use the idea of Gospel shape, it is refgto how God relates to us as His people, andghis
to be reflected in the way we plan and lead worskipices. It includes the holy character of Gothas
one into whose presence we are entering and draveiag Think of the Old Testament temple and the
different courts, the holy place, the holy of hsliand how to draw near to God. Think of comingbef
His heavenly tabernacle and most holy place. Waydveome reminding ourselves, particularly toward
the beginning of the worship service, into whosespnce we are coming. He is the one who invites us.
He is loving, kind, and accepting, but not in argywthat diminishes His full character. He is hale
come not only remembering, rejoicing, and profeg$ho God is in His character, but we come
confessing who we are apart from Christ. We negdriiember who we are even now in Christ with our
remaining sin. A worship service should mention sthing about our sin, our falling short, our need t
seek His forgiveness, the great distance betweeha@d us, or Him being holy and us not being holy.
If it fails to do that it misses the mark of thi®spel shape. God is holy; we are sinful men and @&om
Then the gracious provision of redemption and ahang we need for salvation and life is found in
Christ. This appropriate emphasis on God’s gracpyasision of all things we need in Christ is
something that comes through in our preaching armmir coming to the Lord’s Table. We are to be
those who come as sinners into the presence diyadwoal. He reminds us and grants afresh to us the
refreshing grace of the Gospel in Christ. We coeagly to be instructed, to be made to be more like
Christ, and to be equipped to live for His gloryaihof the varied callings that we have as Hispteo

We do this in the empowering grace of that samep@o3he Gospel that saves us is the Gospel that
empowers us to be more like Christ and to liveHa glory.

There are several passages in Scripture that sebring this pattern together. One is Isaiah 6:[t-&8.
one of the best-known passages of Scripture tlmabeaised to help give this Gospel shape. At the
beginning it says, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Gé&Imighty. The whole earth is full of His glory.”
Isaiah is saying, “Woe is me! | am ruined. For | amman of unclean lips, and | live among a people o
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, @R Almighty.” He is basically saying that if this
who God is and this is who | am and that is altehs to the story, then | am ruined. But the goneds

of the Gospel is that is not all there is to thaystin Isaiah 6 “one of the seraphs flew to mehvatlive
coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongaftbe altar. With it he touched my mouth and said,
‘See, this has touched your lips; your guilt issialaway and your sin atoned for.” Ultimately this
represents the atoning work of Christ on our belitatieans not only our lips but the heart fromieth
unclean words, thoughts, and deeds flow forth. Tihererse 8 it says, “I heard the voice of the Lord
saying, ‘Whom shall | send? And who will go for us®nd | said, ‘Here am |. Send me!”” This
transformed sinner is able to respond to God’stoaiio wherever He wants him to go and to be whom
He wants him to be. He is able to live out this riésvin Christ. It is a Gospel-transformed andreve
transforming kind of life.

Exodus 24 has that amazing passage about seeingribd mountain and living. They ate and drank
with God. If you look at that passage, you seegshmslar pattern where the people are prepared to
worship God in His holiness. They are to worship distance. They built an altar and prepared the
burnt offerings and sacrifices. There is a prepamdbr entering into the presence of God, whoakyh
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and at a distance from us. There is atonemeniridhat is necessary in all of the burnt and feBbip
offerings. The blood is sprinkled on the people andhe altar. Atonement is necessary. Verse 7, says
“We will do everything the LORD has said; we wib@y.” But the only way they can do that is as a
fruit of what God does in them. They are the onkemw He has called out of Egypt and given these
good gifts to. God’s provision in the sacrificesldiood of the covenant is represented here. Tisexe
desire to live a transformed life in response t@'Gaall. And there is a fellowship meal with God
Himself present. Part of what comes from this eythre called out of Egypt to this mountain. God ha
told Moses that His sign to him was that after ldd telivered them they would worship Him on this
mountain. It is not the end of the story, thougls hot just about getting to the mountain and
worshiping God. They are partly transformed inphesence of God. If you momentarily set aside the
postponement of going into the promise land, pawilat is happening in Exodus 24 is getting them
ready to go take the land. It is to be a land witwd dwells in the midst of them. That does notgeap
immediately because of the disciplining and prurtheg happens in the desert.

There are a few places in Scripture that are a signjficant part of the drama. Certainly Exodus®4
one of those in the Old Testament, and Acts 2 ésairthose in the New Testament. It is about
Pentecost and what follows from that. Peter’s serrbeginning in Acts 2:22, reflects on God’s
holiness, man’s sinfulness, God’s provision in 8hrand a call to repentance and faith. Then thefi
the Holy Spirit is given to dwell in them that thieyght live a transformed life. You see this same
pattern in Peter’'s sermon. It then results in tlaefice of the early church where they would gather
homes with a sense of awe before a holy God. Thakelbboread, reminding themselves of His
provision, and awaiting the apostles’ instructiasgo how to live out this transformed life in fh@ver
of the Gospel.

Revelation 4 and 5 is at the other end of the siReyelation 4:8-11 talks about the angelic beinge
never stop saying night and day, “Holy, holy, hslyhe Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to
come.” It picks up on the same song and theme fsamah 6. Revelation 5:2-4 says, “I saw a mighty
angel proclaiming in a loud voice, ‘Who is wortlylireak the seals and open the scroll?’ But narone
heaven or on earth or under the earth could opesdtoll or even look inside it. | wept and wept
because no one was found who was worthy to opesctiodl or look inside.” There is nobody worthy in
the presence of this thrice-holy God to open thisigular scroll. Then beginning in verse 5 God
provides the Lamb who was slain as being the oreiszhow worthy to open the scroll. “Then one of
the elders said to me, ‘Do not weep! See, the biathe tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has
triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and it®reseals.” Then | saw a Lamb, looking as if it had
been slain, standing in the center of the throneireled by the four living creatures and the eddéte
had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the spivigg of God sent out into all the earth.” Hkes
the scroll. Then we see in verses 9 and 10 thaetido are purchased by His blood from every tribe,
language, people, and nation are now able to jothe worship of God. An ever-increasing concentric
circle of worshipers, which includes the elderktta people, the angels (10,000 times 10,000), and
every creature in heaven and earth, goes out fnenthrone, joining in the praise and worship of God
We not only worship, but we are made to be a kingdnd priesthood to serve our God and reign on
the earth. There is fruit from the holy God havitig Son slain in order to open the scroll that ne o
was worthy to open. Now people who are in Him, arelable, reign and rule with Him. In my opinion,
this is restorative of what Adam and Eve and inéehih be at the very beginning. They are understhri
and ruling over the earth.

These passages show a pattern that is a verydlipkttern. In each of these examples, if theynate
specific worship times, there are worship thingsg®aing in and around them. In Exodus 24 and Isaiah
6 they are in the temple or in a heavenly placeafhip. They are gathered at Pentecost and cantinu
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in the worship of God in the early church.

There are a couple of very important things thawffrom that. Gospel-centered worship includes
Gospel-centered preaching. Whatever else you heaamin this course, do not ever hear me
diminishing the importance and centrality of Gospehtered preaching. That is something that we hold
in high regard at Covenant Seminary. We requiraraber of curriculum hours for homiletics in the
Master of Divinity program. Gospel-centered preaghs at the heart of Gospel-centered worship.
Worship and the Reformation of the church incluttedlpreaching of the true Gospel, congregational
participation in the means of grace and growthtragiministration of baptism and the Lord’s Supper,
and transformed lives lived to God’s glory in euvergg. Christ-centered preaching is central to
worship. It presents the Gospel from Scripture theludes the holy character of God, the sinfulrefss
men and women, the gracious provision of redemptiddhrist, and the empowering grace to live like
Christ. So good, hearty, robust Gospel-centeredgbiag has that shape to it in the sermon itself.
Anywhere you teach from in Scripture you shouldvstmow the passage shows our deep need for what
only God can provide in His grace. Or you will fecon what God in His grace has provided in carrying
us forward in the story toward Christ and healmeglemption, and restoration.

What | am trying to say in this class is that Gosatered worship that includes Gospel-centered
preaching does not rely on the sermon exclusivebatry the weight of the Gospel in the worship
service. It has been unfair to the element of grieacto put all the pressure on the sermon almost
exclusively. It has at least been elevated way alawerything else. As central and important as
preaching is, God has not structured Gospel-cethtgoeship with all the means of grace and the
elements of worship in such a way that all the Wwelws to rest on the preaching. For most of us who
are not as gifted as our president, Dr. Bryan Chapat is good news. The weight of the Gospel-
centeredness of worship relies in a significant waysospel-centered preaching, but it is not
exclusively carried by how | preach. The Gospelascarried in that alone. | should strive to Hetadt

| can be as a preacher. When | get ready for Sumataiging Gospel-centered worship, if | am the one
who is regularly preaching, | need to be thinkiagetully and planning and spending and investing
enough time into it—I need to be a good stewartthaf privilege and responsibility. But | also nded
see the whole of the worship service. The goalwbeship service is not for me to preach a good
sermon so that people will say to me, “Pastor, y@ached a good sermon today.” It is good to lamg f
the Holy Spirit to take the sermon | preached amplact people in a way that their lives are chariged
the Gospel. But the goal of a Gospel-centered wostrvice, from the call to worship to the
benediction, is for the people of God who have geagti to be impacted by being in the presence of God
The fullness of the Gospel should impact them fevant to finish. This powerful convergence of the
various means of grace that He has put togethemiarship service should impact people.

| do not want to diminish the importance of thensen. The way to get Gospel-centered worship in all
of its aspects is not to diminish the sermon amaglt down to the level of the prayers and thed sr
Supper. The way to get a fuller Gospel-centeredshiprservice is to elevate the other elementsdo th
place of the sermon or at least closer to it. just as important to spend time and prayerfuligkh
through how to craft those aspects of the servibe.prayers, the Lord’s Supper, the songs, the
Scripture readings, and the testimonies are nitdrworship service to serve the sermon. Theyrare i
the worship service for the same reason the sershiere: to serve the Gospel of Christ. That in no
way diminishes the importance of the sermon. In tamakes the sermon more likely to make an
impact for the Gospel. It is buoyed up by thesexthhings that are lifted up. The longer I live thore
| love to preach. But the longer | live the morealize how much | love to tell people what | havst
said about worship. | want others to see the vaheeimportance of all of the means of grace that
converge in a worship service for the glory of Godl the building up of His people.
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The Westminster Shorter Catechism questions 8&-&&isection that talks about the means of grace.
Question 88 is this: “What are the outward andrany means whereby Christ communicates to us the
benefits of redemption? The outward and ordinargmsevhereby Christ communicates to us the
benefits of redemption are His ordinances, esdgdla Word, sacraments, and prayer, all of whieh a
made effectual to the elect for salvation.” It does elevate any one above the other; it is alhem
together. There are some people who say that whateed is an emphasis on the ordinary means of
grace that God has appointed for the growth ofgéisple. The place where those come together is in
corporate public worship. God brings together tleans of grace and growth into corporate public
worship. This includes the public reading of Saript(1 Timothy 4), the preaching of the Word, (2
Timothy 4), prayer, the singing of psalms, hymmg] apiritual songs (Colossians 3, Ephesians 5),
baptism and the Lord’s Supper, fellowship and miugdéication of believers, professions or
declarations of faith (1 Timothy 3:16), testimong#s5od’s grace (1 Corinthians 14:26), and offesing
All of these things converge together in corpopaiblic worship for the purpose of transforming the
people of God into greater Christ-likeness. Thathsit we should be praying for and longing for in
ourselves and the flock that we are leading in hiprsSome of these things we can get apart from
corporate worship. We can read the Bible on our;awncan pray on our own. We can have fellowship
with other believers in a way that is not Lord’syDmrporate public worship. Some of these are
appointed for corporate public worship, like theghing of the Word, the administration of the
sacraments, the public reading of the Word, anglipgafor God’s assembled people together. There are
dimensions of being gathered in corporate publicsiwp in which some of these means of grace have
been given for that purpose primarily. It makes itnique gathering with a powerful converging @& th
means of grace. Some of these things can happarsaaller scale, but they are without the full
complement of those means of grace apart from carp@ublic worship.

| have alluded to some things that Tim Keller bsirgit in the beginning of his chapter in Carson’s
book. It is that Calvin saw worship as being prittyaransformational, to the glory of God. On the
other hand, Zwingli and others saw worship as priilgnanformational, hoping it would change lives,
too. Calvin felt that in the worship service its@lbd’s goal is to shape, change, and rearrangdetop
be more like Christ. It is amazing what happensiwau enter worship with that expectation. In
coming to Saint Louis | have more opportunity toasnong the congregation during a worship service
rather than be up front preaching or leading alttime, as I did in pastoral ministry. When |
consciously remember to ask the Lord to changeonhbe tmore like Christ in this worship service this
morning, there are times | am consciously awatdiof doing that. He convicts me of sin, | have a
greater depth of rejoicing in what God in Chriss ld@ne for me, and | have more insight into thiliigs
how to love me wife better. There is a sense ofSjhieit working with the means of grace that has
richness, depth, intimacy, and a relational dynamit. | am not just coming to get informatiorarh
coming to meet with God and His people for the safkeeing more like Jesus. That has been an
amazing difference in the way | approach worship garticipant. It has been a great blessing.

The distinct richness is part of the corporate reatd worship. We are together meeting with Goahglo
with others of His family. Hebrews 2 and 8 refed&sus coming into the corporate setting. It igjunit
that the means of grace converge. They convergerid leadership. Every aspect of it He is leading
He is declaring God’s name, He is singing God’ssgraHe is inviting us to the table, and He isngki

us by the hand and sitting with us at the table.n&ed to remember that Christ is personally present
and leading in every aspect of it. He is delighimgs, which enables us to delight in one another.
Imagine Jesus standing and singing a song witmdsaying to the Father, “Here am | at this local
church.” Jesus loves to worship where you worshiperemore than you love worshiping where you
worship. He looks forward to coming to church whgoe worship even more than you do on your best
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Sunday. Just imagine Him saying in the midst obgregational song, “Here am |, Lord, and the
children You have given Me.” How could | not deligh these people whom | struggle to love well
during the week if that is the tone and the hektth® service? There is a synergy that happens wigen
are together, He is there with us, and these mafagisice come together. The whole is greater than t
sum of the parts that come together. It is coveremgwal. That does not happen when | am by myself
off in the mountains with a Bible. Greater intimagigh God may happen there. But there is something
about covenant renewal happening only when | arethay with others in the presence of God with His
appointed means of grace, His personal presendeharpower of the Spirit at work. The longing of
David in some of the psalms to be able to be bat¢ke house of the Lord and in His presence is
something that we might understand if we are sépadifar a season from being able to worship with th
people of God. We should feel like there is sormgflirastically missing in our lives. It is hard to
explain, and it is outside our normal categoriethofking, particularly in the West. For lack obatter
analogy, it is almost like those who wanted to seovetouch the hem of His robe for the benefit of Hi
presence even though He may not be directly loo&trtgpem. He might be ministering to someone else,
and as He is passing by there is a certain blessatg-omes out to others who are gathered théereT

is an appropriate mystery of how God meets withp¢igple when we gather in worship that transcends
our comprehension but changes us nonetheless.

Sometimes | ask the question, is Christ's presaneenorship service different in any way when vee d
not have the Lord’s Supper? We bump up again agtiadimits of our understanding of the Trinity

and the incarnation. There is a sense in whichwaould say God the Son, the glorified God-man, is
seated at the right hand of God the Father in tefnhscation. Yet somehow He comes to meet with us
distinctively as God the Son but somehow throughaipency of the Holy Spirit. But He is really there

If you read Calvin on how Christ is present atltbhed’s Supper, you know He is uniquely at the right
hand of the Father, but He is also personally prtesieis a joining of heaven and earth. In a sefiee
takes us to be where He is, according to my unaedstg of Hebrews 12. We go to be where He is, and
He comes to be where we are. We have been sedte€ist in the heavenly places, according to
Ephesians 2. Yet God the Father is also here. Heds/where present, but He is joining His covealant
presence. There are ways that He has promisedpcebent that are uniquely associated with the Lamb
who was slain on our behalf. It opens the way fionars to come into the presence of a holy God with
delight, intimacy, and transforming grace. We &entsent out as changed people. That covenantal
presence is a way to think about it, perhaps.

God’s goal for us is to become like Christ. BasedRomans 8:28-29, God’s will for your life is that
you would be conformed to the likeness of Chrishd/you marry, if you are to be married, how many
kids you have, if any, where you are to live, wyatr job description is...God is more concerned about
those things than you are. But they are still sdaonto His expressed will for you, which is to be
conformed to the likeness of Christ in all thosedk. As | read earlier from Philippians 1, He
relentlessly, covenantally (it is sealed in thedbl@f Christ) has promised that, having begunwaak

in you, He will bring it to completion. It is going happen. Our remaining sin, the world of flesd

the devil will get in the way and seem to be a hande to that. But He overcomes every hindrance for
those upon whom He has set His covenant love itsCland we will one day be fully conformed to
Christ. When | am fully conformed to Christ, | waiill be uniquely Mark—compared to the apostle
Paul fully conformed to Christ. We will still belfy conformed to Christ, but we will be uniquely ah
we are as both made in the image of God and bemgade in the image of Christ. The uniqueness, the
beauty, the specific gem that | am and that Heilisoath reflect the glory of Christ but still uniely
reflect who we are. We are to take hold of, byhfaatll of the means of grace that God uses towsad t
ultimate end. We are to try and grow in that. Tésponsibility is put on us to be diligent and peese.

It is a fruit of His transforming grace and indviret) Holy Spirit. Gospel-centered worship considts o

© Summer 2006, Mark Dalbey & Covenant TheologicaliBam



Christian Worship Lesson 12, page 7

both Gospel-centered preaching and Gospel-centemregbreaching elements. I long to see Covenant
Seminary graduates who are not only very effediv€hrist-centered, Gospel-centered preaching, but
who are also very effective Christ-centered, Gespeatered worship planners and leaders. Whether |
have two hours in the curriculum or nine hourshi@ ¢urriculum, | want to keep working toward that
end.

We will finish our lesson today with worship ane@ tGospel storyline. Every worship service will have
the unique Gospel storyline. Every worship sergitzegts somewhere and goes somewhere. The
progression of where the service is going, fronmpealled into His presence to being commissioned
and sent out to live for Him the rest of the westQuld have a Gospel shape and Gospel storyliite to
The storyline needs to be rooted in and a fruthefbiblical Gospel storyline. We are living in Ast
which is missing and unwritten. There have beenyntlaimgs leading up to it. And we have the rest of
the story in terms of the new heavens and the raeth.eBut we are living between Pentecost and the
second coming. The story is still unfolding asdarthe implications of the Gospel that are beingkea
out in our lives and the congregations we serve c&wmot forget where we come from, so this actual
worship service needs to be rooted in the bibbtaty of the Gospel. That is part of evaluating the
biblical content and Gospel shape that we talkediabarlier. It also flows into the lives of peoptao
have their own Gospel storyline. What is your stimpow the Gospel is unfolding and working out in
your life? Every time we gather for corporate palorship we are the people of God coming together
who have a history that is rooted in the biblicals@el story. We each have a life to live for tharglof
God that has its own unique storyline to it.

In terms of preaching, every sermon has to be dootéhe Scripture. Recognize that in this moment
God is working through the dynamic of preachingotach and shape your life. Then it has a directiona
movement into which you are called, into which Yioe your life, and into the unfolding drama of His
story of your own life. We need to think throughngse to sing, prayers to pray, Scripture passages to
read, and stories to tell in our sermons. We negutepare for the manner in which we invite peaple
partake of the Lord’s Supper, and we need to rerfiath of the significance of the Lord’s Supper. We
should think about what we say before we do a baptcalling upon people to remember their
baptism—whether they can consciously rememberniobrOur leading of worship has a three-
dimensional aspect to it. | must be faithful toifiwre in everything. | have to be able to remember
where | am in this worship service. It is progragssomewhere into the lives of people in whom God,
by His Word and Spirit, is working. | need to catesithe selection of a benediction, which one Itose
tie into what has just been preached or the conairige Lord’s Table.

| preached at a local church last Sunday from the&hs 15 passage. In the first service | said, “May
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of Gedrather, and the fellowship of the Holy Sgiet

with you now and forever” as my benediction. Buids struck as | was preaching and drawing my
sermon to an end that Romans 15, the very pasdagegdreached from that was calling people to unity
has its own benediction within it. So | changefbitthe second service. | said Romans 15:5, “May th
God who gives you endurance and encouragemeniygive spirit of unity among yourselves as you
follow Christ Jesus so that with one heart and imgou may glorify the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” Hopefully my deciding to do that wath some sensitivity to the Spirit’'s leading het
moment. | had been calling people to seek out tivsen they are not reconciled with and be
reconciled to them. Maybe the Holy Spirit used al@rtg that Scripture statement of a benediction in
that moment in the second service rather thantther one in some small way that | do not know. $wa
being faithful to the Bible; it is a Bible benedart. | was being faithful to the Gospel storylinfettoe
service. Maybe He took that into the life of somaypby the blessing of the Holy Spirit accompanying
the benediction in the commissioning. That mightehaade a difference Sunday afternoon in the way
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someone related to his or her spouse. Maybe whidsé, impacted them, and changed them in the
moment of the worship service was not my greatgivieg of the passage but my rereading of that
portion as a benediction. God can do what He wamtishow He wants. | am called to be faithful, and I
think using that as a benediction was more faithifuhat moment to these three stories than thd one
used in the first service. That does not meanttteafirst service was a failure. It just means taat

was still working in me to see something | had sen in the first service. | do not know. That is
elevating a benediction to a place of potentialongnce in the lives of the gathered people. Gog ma
use it in that moment to bring everything togetinem the service and send them out on their way int
the story He is writing in their lives. | may or ynaot know anything about those stories. It poous
the weightiness of the whole service and yet thelpge we have to help shape that service by givin
importance to all of the means of grace that cayeéngether in the service.
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