Christian Worship Lesson 9, page 1

Historical Overview, |1: Refor mation

Let us pray.

Father, we thank You for this day today where weaame together and learn more about worship. We
pray that we would be open to receive the inforaraéind that Your Spirit would use it in our lives.
Jesus’ name, Amen.

| have an introductory comment about church histbryhinking about the drama of redemption, the
story of what God is doing, we live between Pergeand the second coming. The unfolding drama of
what God is doing now is being written in our véwes. There is an unfolding of the Gospel going to
the nations in anticipation of the consummation fafidestoration that is to come in the new heaven
and the new earth. As we go through church histad/get into planning and leading actual worship
services, you will learn to really see yourselvepart of that unfolding drama in our time and plac
This is helpful as we work with the people God balked us to serve and minister with. As we thifik o
church history and the history of worship, sin lsrmingled with it when doctrine was less thamnepu
and when unity was less than full. The church isyet fully what it one day will be in the
consummation. It is headed toward that, though.néss to understand where we are and what that
means for us regarding the parameters and thedimegdithin those parameters for planning and
leading worship well in our day. This is part oéthoal of this course.

We came up to the time of the Reformation in ost tame together. Today we will be looking at the
Reformation. It had behind it an attempt to puvifgrship. That was one of the aspects of the
Reformation. The Roman church needed to be purifiedany ways, but we will be looking at the
matters that relate to worship. These first thtatements are meant to be broad generalizatiores, Th
help us see directionally what the different regasnwere to Rome at the time of the Reformation. We
will see how those three responses have workedslees out in Protestant church history up to the
present time.

The first category is that of the Lutherans orAlmglicans. Their attempt, in the purifying and

reforming of worship, was to continue to have fixetns but to have the proper fixed forms. Like |
said in an earlier lesson, Luther went back toetdsdy Roman Mass as a model of fixed forms filled
with biblical content that could be useful withahé other things that got attached to it over thary.

The radical reformation, which we will not spentb&of time interacting with in this course, atteteqb

to have Spirit-led worship without any fixed fornThe ultimate example of that would be the Quakers,
where they gather and wait for the Spirit to moeéobke they do anything. They sometimes have long
periods of silence, and then someone will be maggatay, say a word, read some Scripture, or sing a
song.

Let me say something about both the fixed formsthadspirit-led dimensions. | think it is appropeia

to have some structure and forms. One of the Ibigsif this broader understanding of the Reformed
regulative principle of worship is that we can gsene of the best of those who have fixed forms and
some of the best of those who do not. | can envisines in a worship service where we would allow
the congregation to shape some of what happensagweriod of time. We could ask someone to read a
passage of Scripture, to pray, or to start singisgng that hopefully the congregation can joiwiin.

We may do more of that in small group fellowshipés than on Sunday morning worship, which is
more formal and structured. The more radical re@diom was anti-fixed forms. It was Spirit led. | am
not against Spirit led, but | am also not completajainst some forms.
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The Presbyterian and Reformed attempt to purifyshvigrat the time of the Reformation can be
summarized as having fixed elements of worship Wwegbdom of arranging and expressing them. It is a
middle way without the goal being a middle wayisla middle way that, in my opinion, is most
reflective of the Scripture. | was born a Preshgtermy dad was a Presbyterian pastor. | am ordame

a Presbyterian denomination. But | would like tmkhthat | am a Presbyterian, not just out of lag,

but out of conviction from the Scripture. While tbere other true expressions of the church, ktttirs

is the best one. That is why | am going to advotatfavor of this Presbyterian and Reformed defsire
fixed elements with freedom of arrangement and &sgion in a worship service.

The context of the Reformation is a time when tloen@n church was, in some ways, at its worst.
Certain reforms have taken place in the Roman thewen in my lifetime, with Vatican Il and

following (I do not think Vatican Il fixed all ofite problems, but it certainly returned worship ntore
the people in the language of the people. It gavenrfor expressions that were more flexible from
culture to culture and within a culture). But a time of the Reformation the Roman Catholic Church
was practicing extreme abuses of things. There wmedgences and worship that was virtually
separated from the congregation, which came toreeske priest worshiping. Some people are critical
of stained-glass windows that have pictures ofsldduave some problems with that, too, because
things that are sometimes meant to be an aid tewmrcan become an object of worship, and that can
be problematic. | remember visiting the Chartreth€adral in France. It is a glorious, beautiful
cathedral. Many of the stained-glass windows kedldtories of Scripture. You can look at a pany@if
are sitting in one part of the church and see tiwy ®f the prodigal son, for example. There are
potential problems with stained-glass windows. Big very likely that there were uneducated pe@le
Mass who did not know Latin and did not understahdt was going on up front. They might have
gotten more out of a worship service by meditatinghe story of the prodigal son by looking at the
stained-glass windows.

One of the desires of the Reformation was to retfaenGospel, the Scriptures, the worship of God, to
the people of God. It was not just for the clergyorde it to themselves. Luther and Calvin fedt tiine
reforming of worship would be a vital, significaafyd central means that God would use to reform the
church. This included the preaching of the truepgabsf salvation by grace alone, through faith alon
in Christ alone. The centrality of the preachindled Gospel in the worship service was a new thing
this day compared to what the Roman Mass had becbmeereformed worship included
congregational participation. They had the Bibéasiated into the language of the people, and worsh
was spoken in the language of the people in thgrgpbic region where worship was taking place. It
included the right administration of the sacrameatsght understanding of baptism and the Lord’s
Supper. This was an important part of the Reforomabiecause it was a key worship component.
Finally, it meant transformed lives lived to theyl of God in all of life. There are certain aspect the
protestant reformation where that is stronger titéers. The Dutch reformation coming from Calvin
had a much stronger strand of living to the gldrsod in everything. This is from the Scottish
Presbyterian branch of the Reformation coming f@alvin. But as it came to America, a merging of
some of the strengths of both Scottish and Dutdkidam, it was more in keeping with Calvin than
either one without the other. These are key asmédiblical worship in the reforming of the churtth

be more the way God has designed it as revealixgtiScripture.

One of the early Reformers in Switzerland was a maaned Zwingli. He was the leading pastor and
Reformer in Zurich. One of the things that is diffiet from various Reformers is what they did with

music in worship. There is a book calléed Deum: The Church and Mushly Paul Westermeyer, that
focuses on church music in particular. Westermeggs, “Luther recovered congregational singing,
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Zwingli denied it, and Calvin restricted it.” Zwihdpelieved that worship and prayer were essentiall
the same thing. As he studied the Sermon on thenMparticularly Matthew 6:7, which says, “When
you pray, go into your prayer closet in privateg’tiad a problem in general with corporate public
worship. He saw prayer as the key way of understgnaorship. How do you have corporate public
worship if it is focused on prayer, which is supga$o be done in private? He should have seerhibat
interpretation of prayer in Matthew 6:7 was disoected from other kinds of gatherings of the peaple
God. Some of these gatherings include prayer dikporate public worship. It is so ironic becauke o
the backdrop of the clergy doing everything in R@man Mass. Zwingli was radically opposed to many
of the things going on in the Roman church at tina¢. Yet he conducted worship by doing the
preaching, reciting the Apostles’ Creed by himsatitl praying the Lord’s Prayer by himself. Thereswa
no congregational singing, or any kind of singiHg. felt corporate public worship was necessary and
important, but he was trying to contain it. It be@amore instructional; the pastor was there to give
instruction. Public worship was as much the siledring and meditating on the Word by the
congregation as possible. There was no congregaisomging. That had won the day in Switzerland at
the time. Switzerland has cantons, which are likestates that have a lot of self government. Dhis
practice in Zurich was the way worship was donmost places in the Swiss Protestant cantons of the
day.

Butzer was a Reformer in Strasbourg, Germany. Weldped a much more balanced liturgy with
congregational participation. His influences camoenf both Luther in the German branch of the
Reformation and from the Swiss branch of the Re&tion as well. They celebrated the Lord’s Supper
weekly in Strasbourg. The emphasis was on the kdddpper as a fellowship meal. | think this is most
right in understanding what Christ instituted arfthtvt is meant to be for us. It is a corporate Ipeea
fellowship meal. We are at table with Christ Hinisgbresent, leading, inviting, serving, strengthenin
and sending us out to be His people. Butzer aldovbey lively singing of both psalms and hymns.
These were some of the hymns of the German Refammand Luther and others that came alongside
of Luther. He began to do the work of putting sarhéhe psalms into Western meter. This way they
could be sung by people in the West. The psalmmadtiebrew, but the Hebrew meter is different from
Western meter. What we have in Psalters todayamneimes called the metrical psalms. There ate litt
numbers at the bottom of the hymnal that say 8&8:with refrain.” That is the rhythm or the mete

of the notes in the songmazing Gracés common meter; that is why you can skmgazing Grac¢o

lots of different tunes. It can be sung to the tah&Gilligan’s Island,” the “House of the Risinqu8,”

and other songs. So Butzer began to do the wopkithihg Hebrew psalms translated into German into a
metrical form that could be set to music and sunthe congregation.

Let us focus on Calvin for a little bit. | got & lof this material from Charles Garside, Jr. intnéstThe
Origins of Calvin’s Theology of Musitn a visit to Geneva, Calvin was urged to stay become one of
the leading pastors and theologians in the chififen he got there he discovered that there was no
music in the worship services in Geneva becau&avoigli's influence. He began to say that the true
worship of God incorporates the various elementSaipture, including the singing of psalms, hymns,
and spiritual songs in the worship service. A wgrservice that does not have singing is incomplete
terms of what God has indicated He desires in akiprservice. In 1537, he made a proposal to the
elders at Geneva, saying, “It is a thing very exgeifor the edification of the church to sing some
psalms in the form of public prayers through whicte may pray to God or sing His praise so that that
hearts of all might be moved and incited to forke Iprayers and to render like praises in thankadd
with similar affection.” That quote from Calvin $aying that there is something glorifying to God an
edifying to the gathered community of believersamporate public worship that happens when we sing
together. Calvin wanted to have the Psalms sungy Were the inspired hymnbook of Israel, and he
saw it as the inspired hymnbook of the church. Mainyhem are prayers and praise, so we can form
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notes and words and sing them together. Theremetung that God does as a means of grace in the
midst that is edifying and glorifying. It is a Mifgart of corporate public worship that should betleft
out. He felt strongly about that, and he wrotetalmut that. It was not just because of thattligtwas
one of the reasons that contributed to him beikg@so leave Geneva. So Calvin went to Strasbaurg i
1538 and came under the influence of Martin Buteris a significant influence in Calvin.

You can look at the Lord’s providence in the waybliemgs people into our lives to shape us at ctucia
times. This can happen in our grasp and understgradikey biblical truths and in modeling the
practice of Christian discipleship, worship, evdisge, ministering to the poor and needy, etc. Wirate
God wants to do next in our lives He often doesugh difficult circumstances that end up bringirsg u
under the influence of His people. If a new pastames to our church, he may open up the Word of
God in a portion of it that we have never studietbbe. All of a sudden our lives are transformed
because God brought this man to be our preachedidM&ot want our old guy to go. We loved him,
and God used him in great ways to bring us aloraydertain point. Sometimes through trial and
difficulty God positions that next significant in#nce in a way He wants to grow us and shape iss. It
important for us as ministry leaders to see ouesethiat way. That is one of the reasons | lovegbain
Covenant Seminary. The three men who gave devasiofiar this week: Calhoun, Vasholz, and
Williams, are very different from each other. THewe different areas of study and expertise. The wa
God has designed the body of Christ is that we &agk our place. None of us is the head, only €hris
Even Christ as the head makes use of all the patte body to accomplish His purposes. There is
important ministry philosophy wrapped up in somevbht | have been talking about. You can see this
in church history as you look at the people thbtartin Luther was nearly struck by lightening, and
led toward his conversion. God does not just usplee He uses events and the creation itself.

Three years after Calvin left Geneva, they decttiegt needed him back. They convinced him to go
back, but he negotiated a few things in his retGmme of the things he insisted on in his return to
Geneva was that there would be the singing of psalmd a few other Scripture portions in the worship
services. They agreed to this. He felt that theagfifong the way God has made it to be used irshvpr
had power. Calvin viewed song as a means that Gold cise. It could be used for great good or it
could be used for great evil. Because it coulddeuor evil, he felt it had to be restrainedsithe
principle we talk a lot about here at Covenant:ahese of something does not negate its proper use.
Just because music can be abused in worship doesean that we should therefore have no music in
worship. We should use it properly. All of us, affetent issues that most touch our lives, sometime
correct abuses by swinging to another abuse oatttes side. It is the Schaeffer pendulum thatkedl
about earlier. Calvin believed that song had thegydo enflame our hearts to praise God. He wataed
have the singing of the Psalms, the Ten Commandmira Apostles’ Creed, and Simeon’s song.
Simeon is the man who held baby Jesus. He hadtbkehe would not depart from the earth until his
eyes had seen the Lord’s salvation. He said nothnéad seen Him he could depart in peace, for his
eyes had seen the Lord’s salvation. In that sorgdeetalks about this little One being a lighthe
Gentiles.

Calvin viewed this incorporation of song into wdpsht Geneva at this time in the history of therchu
as part of the fulfillment of Psalm 98 of singingew song to the Lord. He felt he was taking P<am
and its application into Geneva, Switzerland byihgthe Psalms brought into corporate public wagrshi
in that way. Calvin had the same problem that Butzel. The Psalms were translated into French, but
they needed to be put together in a way that tbejdde put to music. This meant that you wouldl fin
different words in the French translation in thélBithat would fit the rhythm. There was also ardes
like we do in the West, to have some rhyming ofdsaait the ends of the phrases. So Calvin hireddift
poets who knew how to write things with the rigrgter, rhythm, and rhyming that was current and
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relevant in Europe at that time. Most of these mvere from France where Calvin was from. He also
hired gifted musicians. He tried his hand at thmnsdelf first to see if he could write some of thasic

for the Psalms. But he decided to stick toltistitutes for which we are eternally grateful. He let more
gifted musicians write the music, and he kept wgtiheology. | would call Calvin’mistitutes

devotional theology even. You can read portionthefnstitutes for example on the Ten
Commandments, and feel like you have entered iatwilCs private prayer closet. | am thankful that
Calvin had such a high view of the place of songamship that he found gifted men to put the Psalms
into poetic and musical expression as well. He tidmusicians to study this psalm that has nowm bee
metered into a poetic expression and think abaguiiucieag the emotion of the Psalm, the words and
content, in the musical expression you give to\ie looked at Psalm 22 in the first lesson; the fiedf

is a psalm of lament. The musical expression shexguless lament in that culture in that time. The
second half is a psalm of triumph. You should nattsinging about Christ standing in the congriegat
now arisen and glorified and still be using sathdating music. If you do you are missing the emmotio
of the psalm, and your music has not capturedtitan way. Calvin was not a great musician, buibwe

a sense of what music should sound like. It is dehtor those of us who are or will be pastorsetarh
what we can about music even if it is not our gift training. We should surround ourselves with
people who understand music and its power, thatght be used effectively and properly in Christian
worship.

Calvin felt that music for the church needed tanegghty and majestic and not light or frivolous. $itw
for corporate public worship needs to be approgtiatthe occasion of worship. If it is someone’s
birthday today and we sirtdappy Birthdayto him, that song fits the occasion. We sing @ imore light
and frivolous way than we would sikgMighty Fortress is Our GodVe do not bring a birthday cake

in and sing, “A mighty fortress is our God.” It dorot fit. Different occasions call for differenpes of
music. When Calvin said worship is an occasion shauld have music that is weighty and majestic,
this does not mean without joy. Sometimes we thelghty and majestic must mean without joy. Joy is
the emotion that some psalms capture that shoukjpeessed in weighty, majestic, joyful music. He
also felt that the power of music had to be resediin worship or we would get carried away with
singing wonderful music and miss the purpose ofgaihering and the content of the particular song
that we are singing. He felt that in corporate wgrave should sing the metrical psalms in unison or
octaves. That means we are all singing the sangearothe same pitch or the same note an octave
above or below. We might have the same note irettliifferent octaves, singing in unison wherever
your voice register fits that unison. It does naam a monotone line. He also did not want to hge t
use of instruments. His case for non-instrumenitgisg of the Psalms was not a biblically based
argument. He did not say that the Bible forbidsuke of instruments. It was a practical argumehé T
main theological influencer in Calvin’s life was dustine. Augustine was very much against musical
instruments. The main preacher influence in Cadviiié was John Chrysostom. He was also against the
use of musical instruments. So Calvin was hesftarthat reason and did not have musical instrusment
He did not have choirs, either. The purpose ofismthe Psalms in worship was primarily for the
congregational expression of praise and prayer.

Calvin did incorporate the use of children into sfap. This is a fascinating thing | discovered salve
years ago. There were a growing number of psalfiigaatern meter with musical expression attached
to them that were very singable for the congregafidve problem was the congregation did not know
the songs. Many of the congregation could not réadre were no hymnbooks, overhead projectors, or
Power Point slides. The congregation needed to k& new songs, though. Calvin came up with an
innovative and brilliant idea. Every day childreowld come to the day school. As part of the
devotional time of the normal educating of the @tgh in Geneva, he would teach them the new songs.
Then on Sunday morning he would put them in frdrihe congregation, and they would sing them
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over and over until the congregation learned tHem.amazing to me that people say, “We should do
worship the way John Calvin did.” Usually they meaern, by the book, and nothing outside of the, box
however they have defined the box. But then Itkedim how Calvin did worship. He brought song
where there was none. He had new tunes writtethéosongs translated into French. And he used littl
children to help lead in worship. That is not wttety mean by doing worship the way Calvin did,
though. When it comes to matters of worship, somesiwe get the Bible wrong in making it more
restrictive than it is. Several years ago | askeddbapell which was a worse sin—to be less rdatec
than Scripture or to be more restrictive. He sh&l/twere equally wrong. Sometimes we think it is
better to be more restrictive than Scripture beeaws are guarding the way against falling into less
restrictive realms. The Pharisees in the Gospet¥etdto err that way, and | do not want to be
associated with that.

Calvin believed that there was plenty of opportyfor fuller expression with instruments and harmon
in our homes and other venues besides worshipadealhigh view of Christians in the culture being
artistic, gifted musicians who would shape the wewhole society would do music, to the glory of
God. He had a bigger vision for music than is i#éd in what he restricted it to within corporatejic
worship.

Calvin was a strong advocate of the weekly celamaif the Lord’s Supper. He never gained approval
for this in Geneva. He worked it out, though, thiassome church in Geneva, Switzerland every Sunday
there was a congregation celebrating the Lord’'p8up/NVhen they did celebrate the Lord’s Supper,
they sang while the elements were being distribusetne people are very against this because they
want it perfectly quiet. They want “me and Jesusvatized communion time. They do not want to be
interrupted with having to sing or anything. Theyrbt want the organ or piano music that is going o
to be distracting to them. But corporate public stop is not intended to be “me and Jesus” time.
Instead there is personal individual impact wheraveetogether with the people of God. The Lord’s
Supper is a fellowship meal with lots of God’s pkeogathered together around His table. One of the
best things we can do to remind ourselves of ghad sing while the elements are being distributeul
may go to a congregation where they have never thatelt could be a very difficult place to get to
given the history and tradition of a given churictvould not be willing to make that an issue thetfi
time we have the Lord’s Supper in a church that tabe the pastor of. But we should encourage and
show the people the benefit of edifying one anoéimet being together. Colossians 3 and Ephesians 5
say to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual song®aspcourage, exhort, and instruct one another in
worship.

Calvin is a great example of the principle we tdllabout at the beginning of the course. He
incorporated the richness of past biblical expessif worship and the freshness of new biblical
expressions of worship. There is a diversity ofl@pgion in the Reformed principle of worship comin
from Calvin and Butzer. It is elastic enough withohianging its substance. It adapts to every cailioir
which the Gospel goes and every generation thiamwelthe present one. The genius of the Reformed
principle of biblical worship is that it is veryaimsferable to new places and people. It does kettlee
heart of biblical worship out of it. We can leartoafrom Calvin in that regard.

Sometimes even after you teach the congregationtdbe nature of corporate public worship, people
are still distracted by having singing during pnrayer other aspects of worship. | pastored a church
which we introduced the singing of hymns and sahgig the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Part
of what led to that was a more frequent observahtiee Lord’s Supper. We went from monthly to
twice a month. Now that church does weekly celetmatf it. If you celebrate the Lord’s Supper every
week, you have opportunity to bring out differegpects of it. One of the strongest arguments agains
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weekly celebration is that it would become routamel lose its special meaning. | have never heard
anyone argue in favor of monthly sermons for tleason, though. A sermon is able to be fresh each
week because it brings out different dimensionSod’s revelation to us in the Scripture of the good
news of the Gospel. There are lots of nuancesei.tind’'s Supper that can be brought out. You can
celebrate it one week in a way that places a lehgbhasis on the Passover as being where the Lord’s
Supper is rooted. You could introduce what a pedieging is in the Old Testament. This included not
only a sacrificial offering, but also the eatingeomeal with the priest in the presence of God. ¥Yan
from week to week, bring in different things. Yooutd go the other direction toward the marriage
supper of the lamb. It is the way you lead into eel@brate the Lord’s Supper. Some of the churthes
Saint Louis get in a big circle and pass the bagaticup around as they look at one another. This
emphasizes the unity, oneness, and fellowshipeoBtidy. Sometimes churches that capture that aspect
of it think that this is the only way they are egaing to do it. That is all right if you always ddhat

way. Part of my personality wants to show the resmin a variety of ways, though. Some week | may
have people come forward to the table. Other tiwesnight serve them in the rows. We may try the
big circle idea. It may be completely quiet whee glements are being passed some time. Sometimes
there may be special music or a congregational.sStimg pastor may read relevant Scripture passages
while the elements are being distributed. Therdigeel elements with flexibility; this gives us nwoto

do a lot of different kinds of things.

At my previous church | did not implement the simgbf songs during the Lord’s Supper until we
started celebrating it twice a month. | said thet pf what the elders desired to do in more fratjue
observance of the Lord’s Supper was to do it déffidly. We would not always do it the same way. One
of the aspects of the Lord’s Supper is that itfisll@wship and family meal. Part of what we wodial
even as the food was being distributed was to @isgng together, thanking God for His provision of
this bountiful grace in Christ. It reminds us theg are together in His presence. Singing liftsramfan
isolated focus on ourselves to hearing voices opfeeall around us. It brings a dimension of this
fellowship covenant renewal meal of the Lord’s Serippto that. We would not do that all the timet bu
we would try it that day. Then | selected musid thas not out on the edge of the loudest, most
boisterous celebrative singing. We could sing thems®gs after the Lord’s Supper. But | had to be
careful about the people for whom singing at alé\gaing to feel distracting. So | picked a song tha
was more reflective and meditative at the beginnirg first time we did it | could have had the icho
sing a song during the distribution of the elemenkat might be less distracting than having tklab
the words of a song, balance the elements and altyok, etc.

Let us talk for a few minutes about planning a w@rservice. The benefit of having musicians, other
worship leaders, assistant pastors, or elders gpgsdme time every week with the preacher of that
week on the things he is going to be preachingnables things to come to mind as you plan a worship
service. If | talk about the depth of my sin andd@ayrace in Christ reaching it, the hymn that piops

my mind isGrace Greater Than My Siwhich says, “Grace, grace, God’s grace / graaeishgreater
than all my sin.” You may want to use this hymnyou may want to sing it to a new tune. It may
remind you of another song, a prayer, or some aleenent of worship. Because that one would have
fit but you choose not to use it, it may lead yougmember something else.

As you think about the passage that is being pexhoh, it may remind you of other passages that
would be good to read with it during the servicart®f what you do is gather as much as you can and
then figure out what to use and what not to use.nbt always the first things that come to minhatt

you may incorporate into worship. The brainstornmtimgether out loud and asking God to guide a
discussion around the key things that will be theréne sermon can help generate ideas and draw on
people’s experiences. The person | work most ¢joséh in planning Covenant’s chapel services
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comes from six years of experience of being a wprahd arts music director in a church in Virginia.
She has a whole repertoire of things that she des mvolved in with her pastor there. Covenant
Seminary is the beneficiary of six years of thetgathere and Claudia working together planning
worship services. When she and | sit down about foostructure and plan a service based on what this
professor is going to preach on, the resourcemattplied from all of our worship life experienceSo

you should find people in your church to gatheihwiou and invite people to give ideas to you. Tais
help generate things.

As you think through music you may want to use seevice you need to think through the resources
you have to execute it. Think about which musiciamsw how to play the music for a song. See if
different musicians can come and help play a aedang. Deal with what resources you have in the
congregation you have. You might love to have bdtdhestra for the Hallelujah chorus in a service
coming up, but you need to be realistic with treoreces that you have and go for something otlzer th
your dream.

It would be helpful if you have 10 minutes with @aspor and hear some of his thoughts on the sermon
that is not even done yet. You will better know himvwlan songs, prayers, readings, or a testimieory.
instance, it could remind you of a couple in tharch who was on the verge of divorce over deep
struggles in their lives. God has rescued and eediv them, and they are waiting to give testimdny o
praise to God’s grace of how He has restored thairiage. It would be great to let them give afive
minute testimony of God’s rescuing and deliveringog. Part of what you do is extend the boundaries
of creative sanctified imagination when you sithwihe pastor and discuss the passage of Scrifpiate t
is going to be preached on. You should ask whatcgald do this week as you creatively and
artistically shape a worship service whose gotd glorify God and see the people become more like
Christ. Look at the boundaries and realize thatlyaxe a lot of freedom to draw on different idests.
the end of the day you have to shape a servicet iged the bulletin, and actually lead a serviBet

first expand creative imagination of the variousneénts and how they could be used before actually
shaping where you go for this particular worshipyee.
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