/& Session 3
@ Lesson 5: Understanding Today's Youth Culture
L2

-- A one-word description of today’s youth culture

» Self-centered » Divorce & Family

» Discipline & Independence * Boundaries

» Stress *  Choices & Consumerism
* Violence

% Lecture Objectives

» Describe in general terms the culture of youth yoda
* ldentify implications of that description for ounmistry among youth

To Think About Before You Go On

* What would you identify in the youth culture or ybuattitudes today that were true of you and your
friends when you were in high school? What wouwdd identify as different? Are there any positive
changes? Negative changes? How do these observahpact your approach to ministry among
youth?



- Youth Ministry -
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/ standing Today's Youth
€ - (Our Target)

¥
1\0‘ ids Are the Same
ne of th_e best books ever written on youth Who Were You?
ministry is :

) Favorite:
If you want to understand how the youth of todagkh oot

take a minute to reflect back on your own life. &/h M usician:
were you like when you were a teenager? How did yo| Movie:
relate to your parents? Were you rebellious? What Actor/Actress
stupid things did you do? How did you feel about Clees

trying to fit in? What was your favorite band? @Mtid Best Friends Names:
you have a crush on?

Taking a trip down memory lane will remind you bét
way teenagers, throughout most of history, tenthittk
and act. This does not mean that each generasions
void of its own unique characteristics and probleng
it does mean that there are many traits that are

universally familiar. The following is a list obme of 4 Wordsthat described you in High School:
the ways kids are the same:

Greatest Joy:

Greatest Fear:

How well did you relate to your parents?

e Self-centered * Arrogant

e Consumed with * Ignorant
acceptance * Lack discipline

* Insecure e Test boundaries

* Strong appetite for e  Questions tradition
life (and pizza) * Materialistic

* lazy * Jealous

e Seeking
independence

What would you add to this list?
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How Kids Are Different

Though kids are the same in many ways, there ardpabt, major
differences between the world they live in andwioeld in which we
grew up. Many of these differences have had aopraf impact on
the way kids think and act. The following is d b issues that
commonly face the youth of today:

Greater Stress

When asked what their number one problem is, ma

students will respond by saying they are stressed. LA ER (AT TS TR0

What is it that causes students of this generatidoe

more stressed than any other generation? Get good grades
Get into college “"'_"'a’i"g%
* Expectations * Sports Fit in soclally
* Acceptance * Choices
* Success * Music and Media
¢ Relationships * Information — —
* Academics * Alcohol/Drugs ﬂ ﬂ
* Home Life * Sleep Deprivation Source: Peter D. Hart Research Associates
* Abuse
GF eafef' [//0/ ence Figure 3.—Percent of public schools with number of reported crime

incidents at the school: 1996-97
* Weapons at School

* Violent Fights

¢ Sexual Violence
* Violence in Media .
* Senseless Violence reported
* Violence for Fun

* Violence on Self
* Violence at Home

1to 3
reported
incidents

6 o 10

reported

Ilore than 10 reported incidents
incidents

HOTE: The murber of reported incidents of crime at the school are based on the total moraber of the

following crimes for which the school reported that the police were contacted: rmurder, rape or other sesmal

hattery, suicide, physical attack or fight with and without a weapon, robbery, theft or larceny, and vandalisr.

Percents oy not add to 100 because of rounding.

SOURCE: U.5. Departrment of Education, Hational Center for Education Statistics, Fast Resporse Survey

Swrstern, “PrincipaliSchool Disciplinarian Survey on School Vinlence,” FRES 63, 1007,
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Unstable Family Life

* More Divorce
* Uninvolved Parents
¢ No Tradition
* No Training
* No Boundarie

Electronic and Information Revolution /
e Computers ot
e Video Games X Join the
e Music, Movies, and Media ¥ discussion:
. Visit iCourse
Peer Eroup,s' (http://www.portal.coven

, antseminary.eduand let

Peer groups have become the most important infRienteenagers

lives. They are more likely to listen to the “wigd” of their friends us know: Are you “on
Lo

than to any other source. Wh_ere do they get theight? From the target’? How does this

peer groups they associate with on TV.

description of today’s

Choices youth culture (culture at
* More Flavors |ar96?) impaCt you and
* More Channels your ministry role among

* More Schools

* More Religions

* More Opportunities
* More Good Things

* More of Everything...

your friends? Neighbors?
Youth?

New Trends According to the US Center for Disease Control:

e Sex — No Rules 34% of the nations"™graders have had sex.
48% of the nations f0graders have had sex.

* Substance Abuse By 11" grade, 59% and by T2yrade 67% have had sex.

* Materialism
* Depression One study showed that only 6.9% of men and 21% of
women aged 18-69 had their first intercourse oir the

* Relativism wedding night.

e Spirituality
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e Go back and
rethink the ‘To

think about before you go

on’ questions on the first

page of this lecture.
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