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MORRIS, LEON l. (1914-2006) 

Leon L. M o rris represeurs the voice ot a SJ ne conser­
"atism, not o nly in the field at bibliClI studies as a 
who le, but also in biblical theo logy ill partic ubr. His 
besr \vork \\'a5 nor always as widely re ce ivt:d by hi, 
academic co lleagues as it might have been, p:lrtly 
be ca nse he wrote wi rh deceptive simpli city. partly 
because a very substantial part of his prolific o utpur was 
designed eith er to serve lay C hristians or to be a medi­
ating conduit between techniol scholarship Jlld w cll­
trained pastors and orher Christiall leaders. His ."~c ll' 

TrslattlclII TI"'c> /I>gy is an excellent eX:1Inple of rhe latter. 
Doubtless his years of pastoral ministry in th e Ausrralian 
bush , combined wi th his ye:m of teKh1l1g and adlllin­
istration at Ridley College. Melbourne. comhined to 

reinto rce rhese pnoriries. 
N evertheless, in two domains in particubr M o rris' 

conrributi on has been strategic. First. in aodirioll to a 
score of essays on rhe subj ect. M orris w rote at length 
on the cross and the aton<?lllent . His three books 0 11 

the subjecr - one techni ca l, one a subst:mtive survev. 
one popubr - reflect the kino of work thar was typical 
of him: pai ns raking word studies. gra llll11ari co-lmtOJicll 
exegesis, and close artentio n to related th emes. For 
instance. in Morris' view th e great atonement passage 
R o mans 3:21 - 26 cannot be abstracted hom the argu­
m enr of R omallS 1: 18-3:2n, which is a damning in dict­
m ent oi]e\vs and Gentiles alike. bo th under 'the wrath 
of God' w hich is revealed tTO Il1 heaven agaimr 'J II the 
godlessness and \vickedness o f Illen who mppress the 
truth by th eir wi ckedness' (Rom. 1: 18) . This datum 
necessarily feeds into the ana lysis of ROll la l1$ 3:21 ff.: by 
G od 's design. whJt the cross achi eves . al1l on[?;'t other 
things. is the serring aside of his own principled wrath, 
su ch that God hill1self i, vi ndicated (i .t' .. hi, 'ti ~IH ­

eousness' is di sclosed). These cOlllleniom M orris tra.:es 
rhrough rh e ca non. Although his \1.<':\\'s 011 these maners 
are no r currently in vogue. Jny hibliCJ I theology of the 
cross thar does not wrestle wi rh th em Ill c'fely lInpo\'­
erishes ir,e1f. 

The second donuin in whic h M o rris lIude import,lm 
contriburi ollS is th e field of Johannille studies. In a 
major conullentary, :1 vo lume of critica l studies, ;l lbelil l 
thet'logy o i John. :1 nd se\'enl llI o re pOl' uiJr work, . 
M orris plowed a furrow in line with the ea riitT w orks 
of Hellgstenberg alld W estcott. In som e W.lyS he \\.15 
helped by the discovery ot rhe D ead Sea Scrolls. which 
have gon e J long way in showing rhat die world of 
the Fourth Gospel by Jnd large lits comforrahly inro 
the matri x of ti rsr .. centnry Palestinian Judaism. rather 
rh:lll somethint'" lIlu ch bter and nwre nurni,'. It' he did 
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no r always adva nce rhe mosr o rigi nal proposals, he \\'3 \ 

retreshing in his stubhom refusal to stray roo far from 
the text . His theologv of John is less interested in the 
outlook Jnd rdigio· social world of the j o hanlline CO Il1-

munity tlnn ir i, ill rh e tht'ology ot rh e tt'xrs as We 
have rhem _. a frustrati on to ,ome c[Jri cs and a brt':lth 
of fres h air to !lUll), studenb . 

One of Morri s' conrriburiollS ro bihlic al r1lt'olof.:)' has 
kss ro do ,,,,,'ith innovative synrhesis than \,\·ith a ster­
ling abili ty to w li te boob helpli ll to 5rndems ,l[ rhe 
precise m omem when bddish research is in danger of 
leading lhe discipline JSlray. When lI1any w ere hi ghly 
impressed bv th e thesis th .lt liturgical cycles explain the 
structure of one o r Illore of the Clno llical Go,pcb, 
M orris' study of J ewish lecr io naries was o lle of the works 
that helped turn rhe tide. Whell apocalyptic v,";lS on 
everyone's lip" widely advanced as tht' 'mother' of prim­
itiw Christian rh o ught , Monis' little book on apoca­
lyptic hdped many a,tudenr retain a sense of proportion. 
N either work w as the sort o f thing destin ed to be milt'­
stones in bibli cal srudies, bur bo th exerci,ed a strategic 
w le :It rh e rime. Simil.Hly. his m.m) ("onllllen!:;lries ( h ~ 

wrote conunentaries on almost all the N e w Testament 
books , and on m ·t) of rhe Old T t's ta111 t'nt books) arc 
m arked by workman-like sobri ery within bistoli c CO II­

fessionalislll - which is surely a hetter place for swdents 
ro begin than w ith rh e merely laddish. t'wn it ill dtle 
course rh ev l1lJ\' choose to t":.p:wd their horizom , 
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MOULE, C,F,D, (1908-) 

The contribution o f C. FD. M oule to bibh cJI th eolog: 
h:1S not so lllu,'h been in tht' d t) m::lll of swt'epill C: 
s\'mhesi , (ht' I1:1 S not writren a 'Nn\ Testalllell t 

Tht'ol')s:·' j a,s in rhree c' )Jnplt·nH:: Ilt.][\" dU lluins. 
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