~ the mtre}éuctary thar}ksgxmgs in
; ;sab;ect in various dictmi;ary artzﬂies




: 1evei of sﬁnrse, such quest
; ;a rzsky imsmess B&t atlea

he; km;w& b&t far Chz;stsaas aaé chuzches of

|, wrestling and agﬁnﬁmg in prayer for them (e.g.

. But so far as the explicit evidence goes, it is hard to find -
evidence of Simflar intensity in prayers for the lost, even though Paul under-
stands that God has made him an apostle to the {}entﬁes The closest
approximation to that sort of intensity for the lost is in Paul’s agemzed
supplication for his fellow-Jews — and here, of course, there are special
themes operating.

- Paul and missmnary pra e

R Fgr pur;mses of &rgamzausnﬁ may i}e easmst t@

'iﬁtterg All sides recognize that his literary remains d{; not ha¥e thf £erm ofa e
_ well-ordered systematic thf:e}agy, but of letters -

four points. ; -
1. Countless vmters have remazkﬁd on tize 9caasmaal ﬂai‘m‘e of Paul’s

part have been called forth by specific eXigen fes. This means that their

es are in substantial measure constrained by the occa-
Goy ;:s‘pmvzéence called them fm‘t}h At ﬁ}e erg ieast this - \
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calls for cauti
: remnstmct
our effarts m ;

: ?sufs aﬂusﬁr

readers into P em,; o
apostolic writer as if hs were preseﬁt with them — and in few domains is th ;

more important than in the domains of thaaicsgmng and intercession.””
More importantly, all Christians recognize the canonical function of Scrip-
ture, that is, Scripture as kanon. If Scripture functions as ‘canon’ for us in
our Christian priorities and practices, then éfhaagh it is right to recognize
the occasional nature of Paul’s letters, it is wrong to hide behind their occa-
sional nature so that every time our practices do not square with them we
attribute the difference to the occasional nature of the apostolic documents :
and thus leave unchanged whatever xt isweare é{m}g {er not doing). -

; Lord}es&s Christ {Eph 5 §9-3€3} Over aga‘mst ‘o f&ehshtaﬁc or
- coarse ;okmg, whichare out of place’, there mustbe‘thaﬁks siving {E@h 5:4).

None of this can be understood apart fwmﬁ;é ngle s stéry hﬁe, ﬁiﬁk e
narrative of redemption, the account of the acts of ( m .
' :cammg and death and resurrection of Jesus, and ths res;mi}se that is bﬁth .




bound the gospel, as cnrsarysmdy‘
efsachyassages as ilamans 23**3&4 -21; Philip-
paans 19»11 Ca§ﬂssxaﬁs 19 145 and 1 Thessait}mans

Spe. :
shape Paxzi’& yzmrshes in grayey, and thexr ap;a ca%}ﬁlty ﬁmse tea&img his ;
= asional’

rayers, they were
sihc saivatma Lo

ike on ‘e&g.:e‘and one body (
whichin certain respects ‘was not ‘made known t
as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s
:5) since ‘for ages past’ it ‘was kept hidden in God' (3:9). Pai
us “according to [God’s] eternal purpose which he am}ﬁ}pks
sus our L@fé’ {3 zz} Thm Whﬁ:\ Faui t%zmks ahﬁu e

guided }ns mgmstry So tacs
i}eaause of the kzve {;f ng

revealed i m ﬂi}rzst ?‘2 =



o Gal 2:8-9), he éees not concef
" ‘racial ‘barriers so much as crossing

: ‘ 1§2 The gosp‘éf to the

1es of moéeis of
e anticxpamm ef e

. between Jews. and Gentiles. The cross
uniting of redeemed men and women into on
the heart of the gospel itself, and has alread
ciple, in Christ. This is the framework in w
to pray for him that he m&y make ima

}essiy (6:19-20}.
~ Second, it is not too much o
praying for Paul skmg these line
the saints’ (6:18), it is d

4 ?erhaps,»\en,‘ 1 initial st |
links between mission and §rayer betr
mission and prayer - especially the fmmet Th
_ First, we have tended to think of mi
discrete projects), often of a cross-cultur
prayer for this isolable function is called fo
special calling on his own life as an apasﬂe
Gentiles), Paul sees mission in hekstzc, e
God, the reign of Christ, the declaration 0
conversion of men and women, the gm

goély feﬂowsth and unity in the
Gentiles, doing gocé to aﬁ but e

hiﬁ giefy and hzs ?‘ﬁﬁ?
sory prayer, ﬂwugh
together by a un!

looks for certa

Second, t
standing of hi
his grasp of
4:4),and

i no embarrassm :
iatus izetween what Paulp prays forand hew he be%i&s?fs ; bemeeﬁ the foci ﬁ% e
is mtercessmﬁ ami {he pﬁen&es of his life. i
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.. O’Brien; ‘Paul’s missionary calling’, pp. 131 148, .o
* Kostenberger & O'Brien, Theology of Mission. He has Iso

for the Church Missionary Society (Australia). ent;ﬁed(?ﬂd b

4. O'Brien, Introductory T&énksgmﬂgs
. Seetheindexesi in Haw:hame, Mamn & Rezé ;

 Form and Function. .
See reviews b‘;’ inter aha, Beers* Margan*meat,
Schenk.
9. Seen.6,above.
10. Deichgraber, Gotteshymnus, p. 201.
11. ‘Wiles, Paul’s Intercessory Prayers. :
© 12 In'my own more popular treatment of seven of Paui’s grayers (C i :
prwrmgs Paul occasionally exhorts his readers to pray for him i mstry, hut it
is hard to find unambiguous examples of prayer for the conversion of the lost, for
the extension of the gospel, for the Lord of the harvest to ﬁimsi out mare ‘workers
into his harvest-fields, or the like. ‘
13. E.g White, ‘Epistolary literature’, pp. 1730-1756, esp. pp: }741 1?43
14. E.g. Dippenaar, ‘Prayer and epistolarity’, pp. 147-188. S
15. Arzt, “The “Epistolary introductory thanksgiving™, pp. 29-46.
16. Reed; ‘Paul’s thanksgivings’, pp: 87-99.
17. Thid. p.98.
18. Dunn, Theology, p. 16, s
19. A point forcefully made by Scim;éer & Stenger, S{mz’zm, e5p: c'h 2 :
Danksagung’, esp. p. 47. :
20 “Thanksgiving, p. 62.
21. Ibid
22. Paul’s Intercessory Prayers, p. 294
23. See esp. Luz, ‘Uberlegungen’, p. 386 ~ timugﬁ he dees ﬁet tmnit Epheslaas was
written by the apostle.
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