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here are four distinct doc­
toral programs-each quite 
different from the others. The 

lowest level academically is the Doctor of 
Ministry (D.Min.). It is really a profes­
sional standing, not an academic degree. It 
is designed to encourage people in ministry 
to hone their skills, sharpen their thinking, 
widen their reading and broaden their 
understanding-both theologically and 
practically in their ministry as pastors. 

Then there 's the Doctor of 
Missiology (D.Miss.) program and the 
Doctor of Education program. Both are 
leadership/research degrees. The aim of 
the Doctor of Missiology program is to 
prepare people for work in cross-cul­
tural contexts. The Doctor of Education 
(Ed.D.) program, of co urse, involves 
work in the field of education-adminis­
tration, planning and so forth. 

The most strenuous degree program 
is the Doctor of Philosophy (or Doctor of 
Theology, in some institutions). I am deeply 
convinced we need more people with 
Ph.D.'s training for our pulpits. I've some­
times urged students to go to Cambridge 
University in England for a Ph.D in New 
Testament because I know Cambridge has 
several churches wi th first-class ex­
posi tors-great models for students who 
become infected with a vision. 

This type of training ( the Ph.D.) 
exposes you to literature and forces you 
to to think your way through it. A work 
may attempt theological synthesi s and 
evaluation or be a detailed work on a very 
narrow text. Ideally, it will train you to 
think. And God knows we need people 
who think in pastoral ministry-though 
many of these graduates become teachers. 

Program Requirements 
The Doctor of Mini stry program is 
completed in 10 separate units while 
you continue your ministry. There's a 
pre-course hurdle for each of these units 
that usually takes about three months to 
complete. Then there's a week of concen­
trated lectures and di scussions, followed 
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Brand new this year! 
288 pages packed with everything 
you need to know about missions . 

(And you can't beat the price.) 

See page 67 for full details . 

Doctor of 

A call to lead God's people. Preaching. Teaching. 
Helplng them grow. Equlpping them for service. 

The caU is clear. But soaring expectations and responsibilities 
tax the time, energies and skills of many pastors to the 

llmlt. Effective ministry is threatened by the pressing demands 
of an ever-changing soctety caught m a downward spiral 
of deteriorating values and disintegrating relationships. 

Now there's a program to help pastors stay on the 
growing edge - both personally and professionally. 

The KfS Doctor of Ministry program equips dedicated ministers 
to cope with the tremendous challenges of m1nistry today 

and to effectively lead their people mto a rieber, deeper 
ChrIstian experience. It Is designed for pastors who understand 

their strengths and weaknesses. Who desire to develop 
spiritual and professional quaUtles that enrich their ministry. 

And who want to avoid the pitfalls of discouragement. 
frustration and burnout. 

Call 1-800-543-2703 for more Information 
about the Doctor of Ministry and other seminary programs. 
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ExtriJOrdinary prepdration for an eXlriJOrdinary calling! 
Ja kson: (800) 543·2703 • Orlando: (800) 752-4382 
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10 times. And finally you complete the 
program with a project. 

The Doctor of Education and Doctor 
of Missiology programs require mostly 
on-campus coursework and seminar work. 
When you are choosing a program, talk to 
students in a similar program. Listen to 
what students in the various programs have 
to say. By all means read the handbooks and 
get the course descriptions, but talk to the 
products of all the study-the students. 

A Ph.D. program depends for its value 
on the school. Most institutions have pro­
grams that take a minimum of three full 
years to complete, but it's frequently longer 
while you work to complete your disserta­
tion. If you are thinking about a Ph.D. in 
biblical or theological studies, you have 
two decisions to make before you choose 
a school. First, are you going to study in 
North America or are you going to study 
abroad? And second, are you going to a 
confessional school or to a university? 

Ph_D_ Programs 
The typical program in the United States 
and Canada involves students in a lot of 
coursework and seminar work up to the 
level of the major comprehensives. This 
big hurdle guarantees the coverage of many 
different disciplines. It is followed by a 
dissertation. In contrast, the European 
model immediately plunges into research. 
You may take coursework or you may 
work on your own-depending on what 
you need for your research project, but 
there are no prescribed courses. There are 
strengths and weaknesses to both these 
models of education. 

The North American model guaran­
tees a certain breadth which often prepares 
you better for teaching. On the other hand, 
the dissertations here tend to be more 
mundane and predictable-not as well­
researched or critically reflective. The 
European model tends to produce disserta­
tions that reflect a great deal of focused 
interest on fairly narrow subjects. It 
assures better training in reflective think­
ing and better command of primary 
sources, secondary literature and so on. 
But it also succumbs to a tendency to 
know more and more about less and less. 
Some students do better at structured 
programs like the ones North America 
offers. Others (better at being inventive 
and free to probe) thrive on the Euro­
pean model. It's basically a question of 
knowing yourself. 

The second question involves a choice 
between a confessional and a non-con­
fessional program-between coursework 
at a Christian school that specializes in 
biblical degrees or at a large university. 

Continued Oil page 68 
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Degree 

Pastoral Track 

Marriage and Family 
Counseling Track 

World Christianity Track 

A program for seminary graduates 
(M.DiY. or equivalent requiro:O 

You don't 
have to leave 
your church 
-to return to 

school. 
IN FACT, with the D.Min. program at 
Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
your parish becomes your laboratory. 

Our D.Min. in Marriage and Family 
Ministry was designed with working 
pastors in mind. You spend 3 three-week 
terms on campus over the course of 3 
years. In the meantime, faculty supervise 
your professional and academic work. 
And something else happens in those "in­
between" times: marriages and families in 
your church get the help they need to 
experience healing and growth. 

Contact: The D.Min. Office 

EASTERN BAPTIST 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
P.o. Box 12438, Philadelphia PA 19151 

(215) 645-9316 
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Receive a Doctorate of Ministry 
while you Minister! 

NORTHWEST GRADUATE SCHOOL.. 
is determined to provide the practical understanding 
and tools necessary to find success in ministry: 

-The Pastor & His Leadership 
-The Pastor & Evangelism/Church Growth 
-The Pastor & Expository Preaching 
-The Pastor as an Equipper and Enabler 
-The Pastor & His Marriage 
-The Pastor &His Spiritual Development 
-The Pastor Confronts the Cults 
-The Pastor & Comprehensive Stewardship 
-The Pastor & His Convictions 
-The Pastor &Biblical Counseling 

NORTHWEST GRADUATE SCHOOL.. 
Proper training requires instructors who are mentors, 
and are currently doing the work of the ministry: 

-Dr. George Sweeting, Moody Bible Institute 
-Dr. William Yaeger, First Baptist Church, 

Modesto, CA 
-Dr. Bob Moorehead, Overtake Christian Church, 

Kirkland, WA 
-Dr. John Maxwell, Skyline Weslyan Church, 

Lemon Grove, CA 
-Dr. Leith Anderson, Wooddale Church, 

Eden Prakie, MN 
-Dr. Joe Aldrich, Multnomah School of the Bible 

GRADUATE SCHOOL of the MINISTRY 

Call or wrtte for more information: 9051132nd Ave. NE - Kirkland, WA 98033 - (206)828-7431 
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A CHRISTIAN 
MINISTRY 

IN THE 
NATIONAL PARKS 

OFFERS OPPORTUNITIES 
TO SERVE IN 65 DIFFERENT 
NATIONAL PARK, FOREST, 
AND RESORT AREAS 

* Lead interdenominational 
worship in campgrounds 

* Be a worker-minister earning 
your own support 

* Organize Bible studies, lead 
choirs, direct plays, teach 
children and adults 

* Summer and yearlong 
positions 

A CHRISTIAN MINISTRY IN 

THE NATIONAL PARKS 

222 1/2 E. 49th Street 
New York, NY 10017 
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Cont. from p. 22 (Carson) 
Again, you win something and lose some­
thing in each environment. A university 
setting gives you a great deal of interac­
tion with people who disagree with you. 
Ideally, this can help you to think-to 
sharpen your responses when you hear 
what the "other side" has to say. At the 
same time, it puts restrictions on what you 
can learn. You'll have to focus on some­
thing that's "acceptable" to the world or 
else spend a lot of time defending some­
thing that isn't. Evangelical institutions 
allow you to be creative with biblical and 
systematic theology. The disadvantage is 
that if you aren't careful, you may become 
absorbed with a lot of "in-house" talk. 

It' s also a question of knowing what 
you are trying to do afte r you have com­
pleted your education. If you feel call ed 
of God to serve in a theological coll ege or 
seminary in the third world and want a 
Ph .D. before you go, you may need to 
enlarge your biblical sy nthesis, as well as 
your research and discipline. The confes­
sional school may be a decided advantage. 
As in most things, look for a critical fit 
before you decide. ... 

D.A. Carson is Research Professor of 
New Testament at Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School in Deerfield, Illinois. 
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Coni. frO/ll p. 26 (Johnson) 
time and transforms cultures. The lan­
guages of Scripture open our ears to hear­
through the static of our comfortable 
traditions and our current infatuations­
the voice of God the Spirit addressing us 
in the Bible. 

There are good reaso ns to keep He­
brew and Greek in the preparation of 
"frontline" leaders-pastors, missionar­
ies, evangelists, counselors, teachers. How 
can we learn and use the languages better 
for the good of the Church') Seminary 
students need to steel themselves for the 
hard work involved in language-learn­
ing. Nurses, shop clerks, teachers and 
ranchers throughout the Southwest work 
hard to learn Spanish in order to commu­
nicate with patients, customers, students 
or employees. Surely people preparing 
for a lifetime of service to Jesus Chri st 
need the same commitment to hard work 
and deferred gratification for the sake of 
a worthy, long-range goal! 

Students should seek out faculti es 
and seminaries who share the vision of a 
new generation of pastor-theologian s 
who can use the bibli cal languages to 
study the Word for the life of the Church. 
Then as they complete their studie s a nd 
make the transition into ministry, th ey 
must set sound life pattern s and priori­
ties-res isting the temptation to be 
tyranni zed by frenetic activism and de­
veloping instead a lifestyl e in which 
service flo ws from prayer, se rious study 
of the Word and meditation. These di sci-
plines will sustain a lifetime of service 
to Jesus Christ and a growing friend ship 
with the Savior. + 

Dennis E. Johnson is Academic Dean and 
Associate Professor of New Testament at 
Westmin ster Theological Seminary in 
Escondido, California . 

• Cont. f rom p. 38 (Grounds) 
resource than I Corinthians. The pro b­
lems of churches in apostolic times 
were remarkably similar to those in th e 
late 20th century. There were di sunity, 
factions, spiritual arrogance, incest, law- I 

suits, in-group disputes, sexual immorality, i 
marital di scord, conscienti ous differences 
of belief and practice, di scussions of 
women's role and status, chari smata, doc-
trinal dev iations, heresy and disputes over 
the handlin g of mo ney-to name a few. 
Paul' s letter is an insp ired handbook 
on pract ical theology. A pastor is we ll 
advised to study it in depth. + 
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