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(4Q246). Though Beyer refers to this text on p. 224, he does not include the text in his book. 
(For the text and a discussion of its relation to the NT see J. A. Fitzmyer, "The Contribu­
tion of Qumran Aramaic to the Study of the New 'Thstament," NTS 20 [July 1974] 391-394.) 
The text. here is listed· as 4Q243. There were also a· few typesetting errors where an Ara­
maic letter was written backwards (see pp. 569,668). 

Although one may not agree with all of the premises and conclusions of Beyer (see e.g. 
the book review by G. D. Kilpatrick in NovT.26 [1984] 287.;288), one must express a word of 
appreciation for this outstanding work. Certainly Beyer's book will become a standard 
work for the study of Palestinian Aramaic and is highly recommended for· NT background 
information. 

Cleon Rogers 
Freie Theologische Akademie, Giessen, West Germany 

Jewish Writings of the Second Temple: Apocrypha, Pseudepigrapha, Qumran Sectarian 
Writings, Philo, Josephus: Compendia Rerum Iudaicarum ad Novum Testamentum, Sec­
tion 7'wo:The Literature of the Jewish People in the Period of the Second Thmple and the 
Th.lmud, Volume 2. Edited by Michael E. Stone. Assen: Van Gorcum; Philadelphia: For­
tress, 1984, 656 pp., $35.95. 

The first section of the Compendia dealt in two volumes with the Jewish people in the 
first century; this second section focuses on their writings, stretched out over the entire 
second-temple. period. Although this is the second volume in the second section, the other 
two volumes in this section have not yet appeared. The first deals with Miqra: Reading, 
Translation and Interpretation of the Hebrew Bible in Ancient Judaism and Early Chris­
tianity, and the third deals with The Literature of the Sages: Midrash, Mishna, Talmud. 
Both of these are expected within the next two years. 

The volume under review is divided into fourteen chapters, excluding an introduction by 
. the editor. The first substantive chapter (by I. Gafni) deals with the historical background of 
the second-temple period. I have read many full-length histories of the second-temple pe­
riod; this one is astonishingly good for its comprehensiveness in restricted space and for its 
sensitivity to the organic development of Judaism· within the period covered. The second 
chapter, by G. W. E. Nickelsburg,treats "Stories of Biblical and Early Post-Biblical Times." 
This includes stories such as Susanna, Thbit, Judith, Joseph and Asenath, and 3 Maccabees. 
Not surprisingly there is considerable overlap between this section and Nickelsburg's own 
volume. "The Bible Rewritten and Expanded" (the third·· chapter, also by Nickelsburg) 
treats those· works that retell Biblical history. The chapter includes not only well-known 
works like Jubilees, the Genesis Apocryphon, large sections of· 1 Enoch,and so forth,· but 
also· such Hellenistic Jewish poets as Theodotus and Ezekiel the Tragedian. The fourth 
chapter concerns "Historiography" and was written by H. W. Attridge. It includes brief 
treatments of 1 Maccabees, 2 Maccabees, 1 Esdras, and fragments of assorted Hellenistic 
historians (Demetrius, Eupolemus, Pseudo-Eupolemus, Artapanus and Pseudo-Hecataeus). 
Attridge also writes the fifth chapter, an excellent treatment of Josephus and his works. P. 
Borgen devotes chap. 6 to Philo of Alexandria and N. Glibert the seventh chapter to wis­
dom literature. J.J. Collins writes chaps. 8· and 9 ·on "'Thstaments" and "The Sibylline 
Oracles" respectively. The latter is especially competent .. The editor writes on "Apocalyptic 
Literature." Presumably the work went to press too· early to interact with the major thesis 
of C. Rowland in The Open Heaven. B. A. Person writes chap. 11 on the highly disputed 
topic, "Jewish Sources in Gnostic Literature." This chapter has forced me to revise some 
judgments. Not the least important observation (one based on the work of Stroumsa) is the 
fact that gnostic texts sometimes preserve exegetical traditions that are recorded only 
later in written form within rabbinic Judaism-sometimes much later. D. Dimant devotes 
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chap. 12 to "Qumran Sectarian Literature." The coverage is competent but not 
groundbreaking, and some Qumran documents (e.g. 3Q15) are treated very lightly indeed. 
D. Flusser writes chap. 13 on "Psalms, Hymns and Prayers." This chapter includes not only 
whole texts (e.g. the Prayer of Manasseh) but also a survey of prayers and psalms in much 
of the literature of the second-temple,period. Included are the Magnificat and the Benedic­
tus, both treated in less than a page. The plan of this chapter is excellent, but too few pages 
are devoted to it with the result that I found less· insight than I expected. The final chapter, 
by P. S. Alexander, concerns "Epistolary Literature." The letters studied are drawn from 
various books (including 1 Maccabees, 2 Maccabees, 3 Maccabees, the Epistle of Aristeas, 
Paralipomena leremiae, the Syriac Apocalypse of Baruch, and various rabbinic texts) and 
from the largely fragmentary letters discovered at MurabbaatJ Nahal Hever and Masada. 

No one writing in this area can afford to neglect this important volume. 
D. A. Carson 

Prophecy in Early Christianity and the Ancient Mediterranean World. By David E. Aune. 
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1983, 522 pp., $29.95. 

Every once in a while a book comes along that must be read by anyone who wishes to 
address the same subject. This book belongs to that class. 

Aune, professor of religion at Saint Xavier College in Chicago, begins with a survey of 
previous treatments of early Christian prophecy, focusing especially on the problem of 
method. 'lb gain proper objectivity it is necessary to compare closely the form, function, 
content and social setting of all claims to prophecy in the Mediterranean world-Greco­
Roman as well as Jewish. It is especially necessary, Aune insists, to avoid making certain 
kinds of prophecy the standard by which all others are judged~ 'lbo many approaches to the 
NT make value judgments that are primarily theological (in Aune's . usage, this almostal­
ways has connotations of subjectivity) as opposed to historical. He aims therefore to adopt a 
strictly historical method himself, in order to offer a critical assessment of the various 
forms of prophecy practiced in the Mediterranean · world from somewhat before Christ to 
about the mid-second century. Along the way Aune carefully defines his terms. Prophecy is 
that form of speech in . which it is understood that God or a god speaks through a human 
intermediary. Divination "may be defined as the art or scienc~ of interpreting symbolic 
messages from the gods." On the other hand, oracles are "messages from the gods in 
human language, received as statements from a god, usually in response to inquiries" (p. 
23). These sweeping definitions are progressively refined: Distinctions are made between 
technical divination and natural divination, and so forth. 

Aune's well-known mastery of Greco-Roman sources is put to good use in the second 
and third chapters, where he disclJsses Greco-Roman prophecy-first in terms of oracular 
places and persons, then in terms of the form and function of Greco-Roman oracles. No 
similarly comprehensive analysis of the forms of Greco-Roman oracles has ever been at­
tempted; these two chapters alone are worth the price of the book. The fourth chapter 
assesses ancient Israelite prophecy, carefully noting parallels to and distinctions from 
prophecy found in the Greco-Roman world. The fifth chapter surveys prophecy in early 
Judaism, and considerable energy is expended in debunking the view that Jews in the time 
of Jesus understood prophecy to have ceased, the Spirit apparently withdrawn until the 
onset of the messianic age. The next two chapters analyze the prophetic role of Jesus and 
the actual form and content of his prophecies. The eighth chapter assesses the character of 
early Christian prophecy, including discussion of such questions as who prophesied in early 
Christianity, the relationship between Christian prophets and other Christian leaders, dis­
tinctions commonly made between itinerant and resident prophets, the evaluation of proph­
ecy, and the like. The ninth chapter criticizes the thesis that Christian prophets passed on 

Andy Naselli
Rectangle


